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FOCAL INFECTION ANMD ITS CON'-EQIUENCES.*

By JuDsoN DÂLÂND, Mà.D.,
Professor of Clinical Medficine, Gradluate &rhoui o ejie

University of Pennoylvania, Philadelphiat.

AFULL recognition of the principles conieerned in focal inifec-tion asa cause of constitutional diseases constitutes an epwoch-.akig ad-
ance in the etiological diagnosis, preveltion andl cuire of certa 1In diseases,
î.any of which affect vital organs. It lias long beeni recognlized tillt
)cal infection may cause systemie diseasts, buit biithe(rto it lias bven con..
dered of rare occurrence. The association of an abscess about azi iii-
rowing toe-nail with endocarditis bas been occasionially reordled, ami
rthritis secondary to, gonorrhea or profound septiceinxa followýingl an
ifected wopind reeîved durîng operation lias long been kniown. Dr.
ý. D. Miller more than a generation ago pointed out the constituitional
feets of oral sepsis. The present concepts of focal inifection, howvver
fflow an entirely new ue of thought and coneern thine vwithi seri.
is and, sometimes irreparable damage to vital organs seconidary to a
aall and apparently insignificant focu of infectioni or suippuration,
mually causîng no local symptonis. This focus nxay b. e sm gnail that
an>' belîeve it incapable of producing systernie diseasea. it is alwoy0S
tportant ta remem.ber that the virukicm of the orgaetisu, 1ýs more im.
>rtant than the sÎze of the lesÎon.

Focal infection may cause diseae of joints, tendons, periosteum,
sdulls. boues, muscles. pericarditis. myocarditis. simple. uleerative or
eurring endocarditis, endarteritis, niyositis, psychasthenia, neitras-
ena, cerebritis, meningitis, insular sclerosis, ehorea, herpes Zoster,,
a'ipheral neuritis, affecting the nxaxillary, sciatie, anterior ertirl,
air or intercostal nerves; acute, chronie or recuirrent duodenal, in.

etinal or rectal ulceration; appendieitis, cholecystitis, pancrestitis;
uxte, subacute or chronie niepliritis; pyelitia, cystitis, metritis. salpisn.
tis, prostatitis, seminol vesiculitia, bronehitis, broncbo-pneziimiia.,

*emna, pleuritis, aud nia> complicate pulmonary tubereulcais anmd
ier cliseases; anemia, which nia> becomie pernicious; intermittent fever
th chills, fever and sweats; parotitis, thyroiditis, and may affect other
etles glands.

* ead by invitaxon before the Acadexny of Medicine, Toronto, Casfldi,
ri 3ri!, 1917.


