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FOR LOWER CANADA S

tracing out of the folds and undulations of an apparently unimpor- lthe possible value of the other. Asthe Volunteer movement is
tant stratum, and the minute examination of fossils, ave still looked | becoming popular amongst us, I may be allowei to take an illus-
upon as of no practical use. Men cannot perceive, that the one iration from military matters. One ol the objects of driil 15 10 teach
gives the only means of inferring, from <what 18 laid bare to our | habits ot punctuality, onler. quickuess, and prec.sion of movenent,
sight, in a limited space, the nature of the rock existing in othier | and the abstraction of the nund from everything except attertion
paits, which we caunot examine; amd that fossils, totully inde- | o the commands which may be received, so that the officer may
pendently of their interest to tho Naturalist as links in the great | be able 10 depend upon handling his men with as much accuracy
chain of creation, are ofien the only means we have of distingmish- . and certainty, as 1t they formed a machine ; but this nught be
ing between rocks which are lithologically similar, but belonging | attained by a system of drill having no relation to the soldiers’
to very diflerent formations. Without . e:,nowled;_ve of fossils  we | future dutizs. This, however, is not all the object. It s required
should still be eearching for conl in the Silunan rocks of the latthe same time, so t0 habituate them to the actual operations
Oueida group, and for lead in the Niagara litnestone. Our people | .hey havo to perform, that in moments of emergency, they may go
at lurge have not yet recognized the fact, that there s hardly a i thiosgh them with precision, as by an antificially induced instinet.
walk in bfe that is not more or less aflected by every advance in + So it is in e"ucation : wo wish to teach habits of thought which
science ; hardly a trade or manufacture, whieh does not owe its | witl be of usefu! application in aftor hfe 3 but we also wish te prac-
greatest tumphs to sume apphication of what, 1 1ts day, has been | tice the students in the application of thosa habits to the pu. .oses
lovked wpon as learned tnfling—and our politicians are slow & | for which they are o be exercised. The Ulilitarians acd the
perceive that, looking upon it merely as & money 1avestment, the | Dirciplinanians are both right, Lut both are rmistaken if they thnk
proviging for the country a sound scieutific cuiture is the surest | they can stand alone, and both in practice really act upon the
way of enubling it to respond to the demands of the Finance ' doctrine of the other. Mr. March, who in his lale wotk on the
Minister. Suzlish lauguage takes the purely 7tiliturian view, saysihat ¢ the
Ifon the one hand we lament that the p=ople undervalue all | student of language, who euds with the linguistics of Bopp and
scienlific investigations, which do not evidently and wnmediately | Grimm, had better never have begun ; for grammar has but a value,
fead 10 some practical use, on the other hand I am afraid that in . not a worth ; it is 2 means not an end , 1t teaches but huli-truths,
many of our higher educational institutions there is a tendency to | and except as an introduction to 'iterature and that winch latera-
underrate the physical seiences for an opposite reason. From tneir | ture embodies, it is a melancholy heap of leached ashes, marrow-
practical valuo it is thought that they may saiely be left to 1ake . ess bones, and empty oyster-shelis.”” But Mr. March shews
care of themseives, whilst as a means of mental training they are : infinite diligence in coliecting and illustrating the bones and oyster-
considered inferior to the old time-honored subjects of academical 'shells which he affects to despise; and the Disciplinarian, who
education, the moral and mental! sciences, and the study of the ' considers 1he hiterature as a secondary consideration to the mental
ancient languages—Mathematics forming a sott of debateable land, | training, i+ yet influenced by the Lterature in selecting the lan-
between the two systems, being a purely menta! operation on the | zuage to form the basis of the study. Iad 1t been otherwise, ihere
one hand and of inexhavstible practical “application on the other. | is no doubt, that it would not have been Latin and Greek, but
As we are not an institution whose proper {;usmcss is education, it | Sanserit, which would have formed the text of academical lee-
may appear superflluous in me to interfere upon the present occa- tures. It is their literary merits, and their intimale association
sion in the vexed question of the relative merits of the two sys- | with the daily business of our lives, with our habits of thought and
tems, but as one of the main objects of our society is the advance- . forms of evpressisn, and the constant allusions to, and illustrations
ment of the sciences, it will not be altogether out of place if I say ' from them, occurring in our own literature, which causes the for-
a few words upon that most obvious way of promoting them—the ' mer to maintain their position.
making them prominent subjects of study in our higher Seminaries ' So far then the classical langnages and the physical sciences are
of learning. “upon a par, and both are brought To the test of the practical uuhy
As to the mental sciences I willsay nothing. I do not feel com~ 1 of the substance which we acqmire. If wo look simply to the
petent to speak of their merits as a means of mental training, and * heneficial effects of the methiod of acquisition, I am unable to see
1 should lay myself open to the same censure which I haveapplied any marked superiority in either. The mental processes appear
10 others, 1f I undervalued what I am myself unable to appreciate. | to be much the same. ~ It must be lughly instructive, under able
Their advocates, however, will admit that they are not very pro- | auidauce, to fol'ow the gradual development of language, and to
gressive branches of learning, (which may indeed arise from their | trace back the later words and terminztions to their rudimentary
having, unlike all other human tlungs, already arrived at perfec- | forms ; to watch the transfc mations of the same e'ement as it
tion) ; but whilst the physical sciences have been advancing with { appears in cognate languages, and to letermine the Jaws which
such giant strides that it is almost impossible to keep pace with | suwle all these changes.  Bit there are closely analogous points to
their progress, the mental sciences, after engaging the acutest fwhich the scientific botanist and the comparative physiolegist calls
intellects for centuries, remam substantially where ﬁxey were two | the atiention of his pupils. There too we trace a gradual develop-
thousand years ago. Ihope I shall not very much shock any |ment, a constant transformation and modification of parts as they
melaphysician present, if I say that, as in the case of the celeb- | appear in species more or less allied, till by successive steps you
rated combat between Gymnast and Captain Tripet, I am very | can follow an argan through all its metamorphisms, and detect its
much of Corporal Trim’s’ opinion, that one good home-thrust of a | dentity afier it has entirely changed its outward appearance, and
bayonet is worth the whole of it. he character of the functions which it performs ; just as in two lan-
Far be it from me to disparage in the slightest degree the cul- | zuages, you recogn ze the same word, though there may nct be a
tivation of the languages of Greece and Rome. [ canuot iizagiae | single letter in common, and the weaning of it may have greally
a more interesting, or more appropriate study for man, than ‘hat of | *hanged. Nay, i¥ yov investixzite aue class of fucts to the exclu-
the laws of language, which principally distingwishes him from "“ian of the other, you niss the full force of the crowning lesson—
the brute creation, and the laws of thought as ewidenced and ! har ot only in the materinl vniverse, but even in the realms
tangibly embodied in ils structure; and totaily apart irom ihe | of thonght and in the modes of expressing it, one system pervades
merits of the literature, an ancient Janguage is the best, and indeed | he whole creation—everywhers constant change and ievelopment
the only Lasig, upon which the study can be properly founded. | with the preservation of lhe same typical analogies; 'every\vhere
Greek and Latin contain moreover 2 literature of such value and | nfintte varicty and complexity 3 the detail, with uniformuty and
beauty, and the languages themselves are capable of such a felicity | smpheity in the plan; everywhe.e endless differences, but one
of expression, that they ever have been, and ever will be, con~ | Jaw, and one Jawgiver.
sidered an essentiul portion of a liberal ‘education. So many of | The habits of mind which are engendered in either case are the
their words also are embodied, erther by direct adoption or by the | :ame, whether the study be that of a language or of a physical
tervention of other languages in one element of our own mother | science—patient analysis of the facts as they presert themselves;
tongue, and they are so closely related collaterally to the other | 1in aptitude to detect Tesemblances ard to distinguisk: differences ;
element, that no man can be said 10 be thoronghly master of his | cavtion in forming a judgment, not taking a thing for granted from
English who has not a competent knowledge of Greek and Latin ;| the firs: plausible suggestion to your mind, bat tracing 1t thiough
and the structure of our whole scientific nomenclatare having the 1 all its analogies and relatioaships; aud the power of generalizing
same origin, is another reason for becoming familiar with them. | the facts thus carefully ascertamed, of separating them nto groups,
Bot 1these ace the useful results of the knowledge when acquired, | ard binding them torethor by general laws, [ wil. even go a step
whereas the ar?ument ia therr favor is on account of the inteltectual ! farther, and without assigning any superiority to the one slaly over
training from the manner in which they are studied. It is impos- | the other, I will maintain, tkat in these importaut qualities the
sible entirely to dissociate the two views, although, as in_most | sciences had the precedenca in point of time, The study of Jan-
Controversies, the ablest advocates of one course are apt to ignore ! gua e has followed in the footsteps of that of the material world:




