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It wili not be questioned by Chrîstians that the books of the
Newv Testamient may claim equai rank, at least, wvith those of the
Old ; and thus wve can regard our whole Bible as CIinspired " and
"iprofitable." The later scriptures, indeed, contain the record of
things which many prophets and righteous men desired to sec,
but clid flot sec them, and in the revelation of God in the person of
Jesus Christ shine as noonday compared wvith the light of the
early morningl.

\Ve have here, then, twvo statements regarding CI ail, scripture,"
viz., that it is " given by inspiration of God," and that it is "pro-
fitable." And these are flot independent stateinents, but closely
related to each other; for the profitableness of seripture is
guaranteed and immeasurabiy enhanced by its inspiration. If
seripture is inspired of God, its value miust exceed that of ail human
productions, even the holiest and best.

I. AUi scripltrc is glivenz by inspiration of God. It is CI God-
breathed," for this is the literai meaning of the terni. \Vhen the
risen Lord wvould communicate authority and power to, the
aposties to, execute their office, He "'breatzed on them, and said
unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost." In this symbolical act
He did, as it were, convey the Spirit, so that they should become
qualified to, teach and govern the church ; though flot tili Pente-
cost wvas the blessingr thus sigynified, fuliy bestowed upon them.
So, in the vision of the valley of bones, the Lord savs, "'Behold,
1 will cause b;'eatlz to enter into you, and ye shall live." The
Psalmist says, "IBy the word of the Lord were the heavens made,
and ail the host of them by the breatiz of his mouth." IlThe
Spirit of God hath made me, and the breatL of the Almighty hath
given me life," are the words of Elihu. In ail wvhich, and simiilar
passages, we have clear allusions to the creative act, when "'the
Lord brcatlzcd into man's nostrils, and lie became a living soul"
when God did, as it wvere, impart of Himself to His crature,
who wvas made in His "limage " and CI ikeness." Ail scripture is
thus CI God-breathied," and hence possesses attributes w'hichi are
directly fromn God, and wvhichi distingruishi it from ail ordinary
humnan compositions.

It is difficuit, perhaps impossible, to give an adequate defini-
tion of inspiration. We cannot tell how, in bestowing this gift,
the divine Spirit acted on nian's spirit, nor caxi we describe whiat
was pecuiiar in the consciousness of the Person endowved wi th
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