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WESTMINSTER ASSEMl3LYi
In these da.ys, when IPopery appears to be manifesting signs of re-

ieWed vitaiity, combining al its forces and exerting ail its powerful
ýfl4ence, to 'crash independence of thought, and annihilate civil
mad religious-freedom, in order to regain its once cruel and despotie
sapre macy; when we* sec the arrogant assumptions of .Archbishop
Laud5, or Puso-yism, as xnodernly terrined, unbluïshingly advocated by

m uaiy determined and influential supporters, a brief sketch of the
luetious- Westminster Assexnbly, so effective undor the guidance
l)ivîne Providence, in terminating the barbarie crueities of the
ne;@ sd sucèessfuily resisting the unboundcd pretensions of the
therlmay flot be regarded as improper or inetpedicnt.
STo this *Assembly of divines are we, as Presbyterians, indebted for
he 8ubordinahte standards of our church, the Confession of Faith, and
*Larger and Shor,,--r Catechisms. These exhibit the f undamental
trines'of revèaled religion, in a inanner that bas defied criticism
d unsparing assanit, and commanded the assent and admiration of
*motpious ànd intelligent among Christians.
The'rýéformation ini England was only a kind ofhalf mensure, a. comn-miý.se between Popery and ]?rotestantism. The King's supreznacy

substituted for that of the Pope's. This assumption of ecclesi-
*cal snpremady by the King led to, innumerable dissensions,

.od persecutions and violent war.Alworfue prta
Imissionî to the King were prosecuted with pains and penalties.-
eindependence of conscience 'was denied ai±dreligioustoloration dis-

owed. The church order and form, of government were assimil-
as nearly as possible to the Eomish model. The whoie order of

Iatiechierarehy, from the Archbishop down to the poor and labor-
GOurate, was retained. Many of the vestments and ceremonies of

rwere'adopted and enjoined with unrelenting and blood-thirsty
e1~ he mst tyrannical and cruel legisiative enactmnents were.

0oiivd by th Established Chnrch and enforced with despotie
lce. The Sabbath day *ùvs desecrated, and profane and im-

'~books, such as "4The Ring's book of SnjÉls I were ordered bydports ?
scpiauthority, tô be publicly rea c ýlurchles on the Lord's

y. othese ixupious commands obedience was enforced upon the
rgy'by threatened ejectments and civil penalties. The ]3ishops
auced the most arrogant -pretensions, sucli as the divine right of
ly, their own co-ordinato jurisdiction with, .and perfect inde-

dence of; the civil power, ini iatters secular as well as ecclesiasti-
These u&easonable and unscriptural pretensions, had the effeet

checking the growth of piety within the prelatie establishment,
milsing the whole nation into, antagonism,-toW rébellion agairiat
usurpé» authorit. Si) nuich so, thatin the month of September
Sa Eill was passed throu.-h the Hlouse oÉ Commnons, andinuthe,
emonththongh the, ]Iouieof Lords, entitled 'fAn.Aet for the
raibolishing and tak-ing*a ývasy ail Archbishops, Bishops,, their

ceilors and* Conimissariei, &c., and ordaining that after tue .5tl
ember, 1643, there shamilba no Àrchbishops,. &o., including, the
learray of diknitarieh- and Cathedral functionaries, and. AUi their
,'ju neictions, iùd 'offices shall cease and deterxnine, and become

1 Oivoid, that their possess!ons shlould return to, the King,
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