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CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

rance. [ would say to thousands of our countrymen who
will have the opportunity —Hear him ; hear Mr. Gough if
you would avoid the unavailing regrets of some who have let
slip the chance. Hear him once and judge for yourselves.”

A very enthusiastic meeling was held in Bristol on Tues-
day, August 9th, to listen to Mr. J. B, Gough. Although va-
tious charges for admission were made, there could not have
been fewer than 2,000 petsons present, comprising a large
number who may be said to represent the intelligence and
respectability of the city. Mr. T. Hudson opened the pro-
ceedings by giving out a temperance hymn, which the au-
dience sang with great fervour and feeling. Mr. B. D. Col-
lins, thirty-eight years an abstainer, was called to the chair,
and dwelt briefly on the signs of the times, as indicative of
progression.

Mr. Gough, oa 1ising, was received with great applause.
His oration, for cogent argument, pathos, apposite illustration
wit, humour, and dramatic effect, has rarely been equalled,
His debu! here was most triumphant.
hands are demandinga second visit.

On Wednesday, the 10th, Mr. Geugh arrived at Merthyr,
and was met at the Taff Vale Terminus by a large body of
the Temperance reformers. The town was full of animation
as the procession passed through the streets, for expectation
had been raised to great althude. Mr. and Mrs. Gough
were accompanied in (he same carriage by Mr. Thomas Hud-
son, of Bristol, and Mr. Richard Corry, of Cardiff. The
Temperance Hall, which is a spacious one, being deemed
ton small for the occasion, the large meeting-house, known
by the name of Zion Chapel, was placed at the service of the
committee. The meeting was one of the most numerously
attended and influential ever known in this locality, There
were present the leading ministers, medical men, and trades.
men of the town. By almost general consent the shops were
closed at seven instead of eight o’clock—thus affording all
classes the opportunity of hearing Mr. Gough. Mr. Tho-
mas Hudson, of Bristol, was elected to the ehair. After the
singlng of an appropriate hymn, and a brief and forcible
speech from the Chairman, Mr, Gough presented himself,
and was greeted with enthusiasm. For more than an hour
and a half he dilated on the multifatious evils of intempe-
rance, viewing the vice of drunkenness as it affects the so-
cial position, domestic happiness, and eternal destinies of
man. The audience were delighted, finding their highest
expectations more thaun realised.

The people on all

Critical Estimate of Mr. Gough's Oratory.

Several eminent men have essayed (o analyze and cri-
ticise the talent possessed by Mr. Gough. The criticism
from the British Banxer, given in the Wilness of August
th, is decidedly good, but not eqnal to the following,
which is given by an eye and ear witness who attended in
Exeter-Hall.  After a description of the place, and the
hurst of applause with which the orator was *greoted, the
wriler thus proceeds :—

Well, prpalar eathusinsm has tuned down —the audeuco has

rescated itself—a song of welcome has been sung, and there siands
up a mun of middTo size and middle age. Lord Bacon deemed him.

self ancient when he was thirty.onc—we¢ moderns in nur excessiv®
sell.Jove, delude cach other into the belicf that we are mtdt!“"
aged when we are anywhere between forty and sixty, In reality:
a middle-aged man should be somewhere about thirty.five, 30
such wo take to be Mr. Gough’s age. [le is dressed in sob&
black—his hair is dark and so is his face; but there is a musc¥-
lar vigour in his frame, for which we were not prepared. . o
should judge Gongh has a large shate of the tree elizir vité—
animal'spirits.  His voice is one of greal power and pathoft
and he speaks without an effort. The first sentenee as it fall®
gently and casily from his lips tells us that Goagh has that trué
cratorical power which neither moncy nor industry, nor perseve”
ring study, can ever win. Like the puet, the orator nust be bor?*
Youmay take a man six feet high—he shall be good looking ™
have a good voice, and speak English with a corroet pronuncid:
tion—you shall write for that man a eplendid #pcech—you sh8
have taught clocution by Mr. Webster, and yet you shall no mor®
make that man an orator than, to use a homely phrase, you ©8
make a silk purse out of a sow’s ear. Gough is an orator bor®
Pope tells us he * lisped tn numbers,” and in his boyhood Govg
must have had the trae tones of the orator on his tongue.  Ther®
was no effort—no fluster—ali was casy and natural. He W"Z
speaking, for the first time, to a public meeting in his native ’“"' |
—spraking to thousands who had come with the highest expe® |
tations—who expected much and required much—speaking, | !
means of the press, to the whole British public, Under such €%, |
cumstances, occasional nervousness would have been pardonflb °¢' !
but, from the first, Gongh was perfcetly self.possessed. Thef
are some men who have prodigious advantages on account of 39
pearance alone. We think it was Fox who said it was imposs!
for any one to be as wiss as Thurlow looked. The great, Lo
Chatham was particularly favoured by nature in this respect.
our own time—1n the case of Lord Denman—we have seen h"[
much can bs done by means of a portly presence and a statel!
air. Gough has nothing ofthis, He is just as plain a pcrso""g
as George Dawson, of Birmingham, would be, if he were to ccd
his hair and ehave off his monetache ; but, though we have naf®
George Dawson, Gough does not speek hke him, or any 0 o
hiving man.  Gough is 2o servile copy, but a real original, \8f
have no one in England we can compare him to. Our popt
lecturers, such as Georue Daweon, Henry Vincent, Geor
Thompson, are very differcnt men. They have alla stu 'c.
quaintwess or a studied thetoric.  There is something artific?
abouwt them all.  In Gough there is nothing of this. He seem® |
speak by inspiration. As the Apostles spoke who were "»"'e
manded not to think beforehand what they should say—the 6P°k o
word seems to come naturally, as air~bubbles up from the bott?y |
of the well.  In what he said there was nothing new——there 50"0
be nothing new—the tale he told was old as the hills, yet, 88 )
spoke an immense audience grew hushed and still, and hc“e"
were melted, and tears ghstened in female eycs, and that‘G",ﬁ
human mass became knit together by n common spell,  Disf®")
says. Sir Robhert Pecl played upon the House of Commons i",n ,
old fiddie ; Gough did the rame at Eizeter Hall. At his b'ddlhod
stern, strong men, as  well as sensitive women, wept or lavg rd#
—they swelled with indignation or disire.  Of the various choed’
of human paseion, he was master. At times he became roU#
and we thought how
4 in his ire Olympian Pericles
Thundered and lightned, and ali Hellas shook.!? e

At otiiertimes in his delineation of Amencan mannef'v“,
proved himself almost an cqual o Silshee. Off the stage we 'l 4
nowhere scen a better mimic than Gough, and this must ¢c},
him great power, espucinlly in circles wh-re the stage 1s as Miy,
a terra incognito, us Utopia, or the Island of Laputa itsclfe "y
have always thought that « fine figure of Byron where he t@ (he
thit he laid his hand upon the ocean's mnane, Something © ge
same kind might be said to be applicable to Mr. Gough- et?’
scemed to ride upon the audience—to have mastered it comP™
ly tohis will, He seemed to bestride it as we could im3
Alexander bustriding his Bucephallus, 400

Guugh epoke for nearly two hours.  Evidently the audi o
could have listened, ind he gone on, till midnight. We o
hear that the age of oratory has gone hy—that the press 8y
sedes the tongue—that the appeal must henceforth be m&rhﬂo
the rceder 1o his’study, 1ot the hearer in the crowded hall. o
is much truth in that.  Nevertheless the true orator will 8! ,ﬁ
please his audiepge, and true oratory wili never die. The
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