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-Nor would the labors of & territorial eldership be
_coufined to the actual membaers of the church, or
con«ugauon. Clristian love isaggressive in its
operations.  Tnose in whose hesrt it dwells,
would try to persuade the aliens from the com-
-mon -wealth of Israel to come nigh. The elder
,would be prompt to give the aﬁ’ectlonatc invitation
m Ins donncitary visits—tcome with us and we
Lmll do tiiee good;” and thus the church would

pread awider wing and embrace under her shelter
s&grcnlcr mu]mude of those for wham Christ died.

T Ins scheme possesses not merely the werit of be-
ng framed on a scriptural model ; it is adapted to
-the wants and necessities of a world lying in wick-
edness, and blest of God, it is an instrument
‘fmmcd for its regeneration.

"5 8. This parachial episcopacy has the merit of pos-
ae~smg 3 living centre as the personal object of

) revercncc and love.” Tliie pastor is the object of the

ople’s chuice, andd therefore of their confidence
“and esteem; the elders, moreor er, have been in.
_veslcd with their office by popular concurrence, and
,\*mny therefore be presumed that the church wild
J,’? disposed to esteem them highly in love for their
7 ¥ork's sake. ‘The faithful and unwearied labsurs of

zso[ thesc office bearers willtend to strengthen those
bonds of attachment by which the people and their
e}dcrs were originally united. But chiefly he that
hbours in the word and doctrine will attract their

: ‘x:onf'dcuce and love. His time,his talents,his whole
lg‘c, are devoted to their spiritual edification. ¢«He

gl)elh his own sheep by name and leadeth them
t; snd they know lis voice.” He hath brought
‘Qany of them back from their wanderings in the
. Mildcrness into the fold. By his pulpit ministra-
~Xons they have been often enhghtened and com
xforted He blessed theiwr nuptial union ; he con-
.ucratcd their children at the baptismal fount unto
God he spoke soothing words to themin the sra-
son of distress, and commended the departing spi-
ms of some of the dearest of their kindred,inta the
-hnds of 2 merciful Creator, Ilis abilities, his
fythfu]ness, his piety, have secured him a proper
“lnﬁucnce among lis penple, and in the Jabors of

,,’rChr.enan benevolence they are prompt to obey

is call. Some lmpert'ecuons may be found in the

: T pustor, and some in the flock, co-mtemctmg these
‘hayp\' irfluences,(for is it not so in all things hu

& mar ?) 3et, in despite of this. the faithful pastor
mll be an object of the purest affectinng, of thuse

'*vhnm heis blessed to lead onward in the way of

“wihe Lard.

% 4. Our system “sdmits the laity to o Just and a.
agoslolxé place in the management and admiaistra
ﬁmm of the church.” In temporal things the power

iBelangs to the whole commun ty that prowmdes
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them, and therefore the election af the Deacong,to
whotn this business is entrusted, appertains to the
whole comununity. Nor is the power of the laity
restricted to temporal things. The session, v
whicit belungs the spiritual discipline of the con-
aregation,consists wholly of laywmen, with the ex-
ceptiun of its moderator, who ia ail cases of divi-
sion has enly a casting vote. We have here there-
fore an effectual barrier against clerical tyranny
or prejudice,winle the right of jndging in such ca-
ses as come under the consideration of spiritual
rulersis vested in men, who may be thonght to
have fuller knowledge of all those circzmstances
which ought to be taken into account in judging
of the actions and characters of their brethren mov-
ing for the most part in the same sphere with them-
selves. The christian community will submit with
areater readiaess to the power of discipline pliced
in such hands ; and its influence upon the order and
purity of the church will be more effectine and
salutary. “If the maintainence of discipline all be
important to the interests of true reiigion, it is a
matter of a0 less importance tht it ! 2 conducted
with nuldness, prudence and wisdom. Rashness,
precipitancy, undue severity, malice, partiality,
popular fury, and attempling to enforce rules
which Christ never gave, ere among the many evils
which have too often marked the dispensation of
authority in the churcl, aud not uufrequently de-
feated the great purpose of discipline. T'o conduct
it aright, is undoubtedly ore of the most delicate
and arduous parts of ecclesiastical administration ;
requiring all the piety, judgment, patience, gentle-
ness, maturity of counsel, and prayerfulness which
can be broughtta bear upon the subject, Now
the question i<, by whom shall all these weighty
and indispensible services be performed ? will any
say that it is the duty of the Past s of each church
to perform all? It is impossible, He cannnt be
every where and know every thing. He cannot
perform what is expected of liim, and at the same
time so wa‘ch over his whole flock,as to fulfl eve-
ry duty which the interest of the church demand-.
But even if it were reasonahle or possible, that a
Pastor should alone perform all these duties,onght
he to be wiiling to undertake them ; or ought the
church to be wiiling to commit thcm to him alone?
We kaow that mimsters ate subjoct to the same
frailuies and imperfections with other men. We
Know,taq,that a love of preaeminence and power 1s
not only naturalto them in comman with others :
bat that this principle, very early after the days of
the apostles, began to maniiest 1iseif as the rergn-
ing sin of ecclasiastics, and produced, first prelacy,
and afterwards Popery, which has so long and en
ignob!y enslaved the Church of Chnist.  Does not

R

'3
3



