ON THE SUPPORTING INFLUEBNCE Of CURISTIAN FAITIL

pleasing contemplation of those wise arrangcments
of God by which the remaining hardness or im-
penitency of his heartisto be removed. They
are both desirous that their afilicions should ter-
minate ; but the one looks to carthly aid slone for
this purpose, and refuses to scek any of a higher
Jind ; the other employs the means also within his
reach, but not without beseeching the blessing of
heaven. to render them cffectual ; the one com-
plains that the means employed are not adequate
to his recovery ; the other resigns himself to
the will of the Supreme Disposer of health and
sickness, saying ¢ Not my will but thine be done.”
In this instance we cannot fail to perceive that
faith is the only sure friend in distress ; that it
alone will enable us to overcome the discases and’
sicknesses of the world.

Inregard, again, to the views taken of the re-
verses in the outward circuistances of our lives,
‘the sentiments of both persons are widely dissimi-
lar. What is the usual effect of disasters of this
nature upon minds destitute of religious principle !
Experience shows us two of these effects.  “The
first is « sullen apathy, with respect to all honour-
ble pursuits, a disposition to 12t things move on as
they may, with a determination to exert no longer
those energies which have brought only disap-
pomtment and povesty upon their posssesor. This
temper leads the person under its influence to
harden himsclf agamnst all the reproofs and remon-
strances of friends, and to seek gratification in the
indulgence of the lowest and most degrading
vices.

Thesccond cffect of such diszsters on undisciplin-
cd minds is more awful, though of less common oc-
currence,  But still it has occurred with suficient
frequency to warrant us in mentioning it as one of
the results of the want of christian faith, On the
first information of their worldly speculations hav-
ing failed, and the prospect of dependance being
forced upon them, some men have forgottenall the
claims which mankiud at large, had upon them,
allthe tender ties by which they were bound to their
friends and their families, and in a moment of frei-
zied disgust towards the world and its concerns,
have rushed into the presence of Omnipotent Jus-
tice. What greater proof can we have of the in-
sufiiciency of all principles inferior to those of re-
ligion for steadying and guiding the mindin the
hour of those storms and tempests which so often
visit us in this world than such a fact as we have
‘mentioned?  Iow, then, it may be asked, dacs
faith in Christ save the mind from the cvils here
stated?  Why, the fiust lesson which this fuitl
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inculeates, is to place but a very moudcratce reliance
upon the riches of this life ?

“Iovenot the world,” says St. John, “northe
things of thé world,” «Set your affections,”
seys St. Paul, “on the things above not on the
things of the carth.,” «What shall it profit a
man,” asks our Saviour, ¢ if e shall gain the
whole world and lose his own soul? ¢ Look
not,” exhorts St. Paul, ¢at the things which are
seen and temporal, but atthe things which are un-
scenandeternal.” And, says our Lord, ¢ Lay notup
for yourselves treasures upon carth, where moth
and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break
through and steal: but lay up for yourselves,
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
can corrupt, aud where thieves donot break through
nor steal:” and adds he, % where your treasure is,
thore will your heart be also.”

Now, it is plain, that he on whom the faith of
the zospel has produced so great a moderation of
desire towards the wealth of this world, as these
precepts arc intended to create and cherish, cannot
Le in any danger of being overwhelmed in his
mind by the severest reverses of fortune, Andhe
possesses none of the spirit of thosc passages of
scripture, who is deficient in one of the most dis-
tinguishing graces of Christianity,

Taith supplics us with another most powerful
praucivle for counteracting all despondency on ac-
count of vicissitudes of worldly fortunc. It teaches
us that God, who is the governor of men, in all the
affairs which belong to them, designs, by blessing
one with riches, and subjecting another to pover-
ty, to try them both. ‘There isno doctrine more
clearly revealed in scripture respecting the provi-
dence of God than this ; and st is o doctrine of the
very first importance, that riches arc not a sign of
the Divine favor, nor poverty of the Divine dis-
pleasure ; but that bothare intended to serve mor-
al purposesin the administration of heaven. The
whole of the book of Job was evidently written to
illustrate and impress upon the minds of men this
consolatory doctrine. The christian, therefore,
when his affairs, in spite of all his just and lionour-
able cfforts, go wrong, wher he finds himself, from
a state of aflluence, reduced to one of indigence,
and from being a master, obliged to become a ser-
vant, reflects that such a change in his lot has not
been brought about by any capricious agency, but
has been effected by that wise and good Being
whose eye takes inthe whole term of his existence,
and who by the hardships of a few ycars, is prepar-
ing to sccure for him the happiness of cternity,
Awid the heavicst of his calamitics, accordingly,



