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pleaaiatg contemplation of thase wisc arrangenîts
of Goti by whilt the rcrnaining tardncss or imi-
penitency af his hicart is ta hoe rcmnovcd. They
are bath desirous that their afflictions should ter-
minate ; but the ane looaka ta carthly aid atone for
this purpase, and refuses ta seck any of a highcer
kand ; the other employs the means aiso within his
reach, but siot without beseechingr the btcssing of
heaven. te rcndcr them eflbctual ; the une coin-
plains that the nielans cmploycd are flot adequate
ta bis recavcry ; the ottior resigns himself ta
the will af the Supreme Disposer ai hicalth andl
sickness, saying "1 Not my tvill but thine bc donc."
la dais instance tva cannot l'ail ta perceive that
faith la the anly sure irienti in distress ; that it
atonte will enable us ta avercame thc diseases and'
sicknesses af the world.

jnregard, again, ta the views taken of tic re-
verses in the outward circuinstances ai aur lives,
the sentiments of bath persans are widely dissimi-
lar. Wtîat is tho usual cfièct af disasters of this
nature upon minds destitute of religiaus principle !
Experience shaws us twa af these effects. The
first is a suie» apathy, tvitt respect ta ail horreur-
bic pursuits, a dispasitian ta 12t tiaings maya on as
tiey may, witli a determination ta excrt nec langer
thase energies wlîictî have brougit anly disap-
pointaient andi pavez-ty upon tlicir posssar. This
temper lcads he persan lnmier its influence ta
harden lîimscii against ail the reproofs anti reman-
strances ai irienda, auti ta scck gratification in tic
indulgence cf ttîe lowest andi mast dcgrading
vices.

Thiezcconti effectai stact dlisnsters on tundisciplir-
cd mids is more awful, ttaoîigh of leib comme»n c-
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frcqlucncy ta t%arraîit us in nicntianing it as uneî of
thte rcsults of the %vauit of claristian faith. Oaa thec
farst information of their wortdty speculatians liav-
ing failcal, ami the prospect of dependance bcing
forceti upon them, soine nmen ]lave forgotten ail the
dlaimts which. manikiudtiat large, hati upan thein,
ail ttîe tender tics by tyhicti they were baunti ta ticir
friencis andi their fàamuies, anti in a moment of fre».-
zieti disgust towvarts tic worid andi its concerns,
havie ruslied into the presenice oi Omenipotenit Jais-
lice. 'What greater proof can we have of tie ii-
suff.aciency cf ail principles inferior ta ttîaae of re-
ligion fur steatiying, and guitiing ttîe md in tiîe
biaur cf thase storms nnd tempesta wiîich sa oftcît
tisit us in tiîis world tha» sucli a f'act as we thave
meýntiaîii ? Iloiw, ttien, it mnay bc abkcal, doc.:
initi iii Christ savc ttîc iîîdi fram thie evils lacrc

incaîlcates, is ta place but a vcry moderato relianco
upoîi tic riches af thIs lue ?

"'Love not tia %voriul," s>*s St: Jolin, Il nor ttîe
things of the wartd." ci Set yaur aflbctions,"
says St. Paul, tgon the tiaings above flot on the
ttiiaigs of rtea earth." 4"Viat shall it profit a
iitiii," asks aur Saviaur, Il if lio shail gain the
vhalc %varai anti ]ose bis owa sautl!" '&Look
net," exlaorts St. Paul, "9at the tlaiags wiiiciî aro
se» anad temporal, but lit tic thinga whichi are un.
sen ati determiai." Ania, says ourLord, IlLay notup
for yourselves treastires upcn carth, tvhere mot
andl rust dada carrîîpt, anti whîcro thieves break
ttarougla andi steal .but lay up fer yourselves,
treusures iii tacaven, whcre neittier mathi nor ruat
can corrupt; and l ivhre thaieves tionot break thirougla
noer steal :" andi adls lie, 44 wherc yaur treasiare la,
thare tviil yaur lacart bc aiso."

Now, it is plain, tiat lac on whom ttîe Nath aof
the gospel tans prodaicet se great a moaleration of
desiro tawarda Uic tvealtli of dais tvorld, as these
precepts are intendecî ta ecate anad cherish, cannet
bo in any dinger ao' bciîag ovcrwiheimed lin bis
mmnd hy the severcst reverses of fortune. And hie
passasses nioue ai tie spirit ai tiiese passages cf
scripture, %viiu is defacient iii anc of the anost dis-
tiaaguiaîiatg graces of Christianity.

raita supplies uis wvith anothier niast powerful
prîacipic for ceuniteracting ail despormdcncy on ac-
cotant of vicissitudes ai %worldty fortune. It teaches
tas tiant Guti, ivha i tlacgavcriior ai mon, la ail the
nffluirs %vlaich belang ta them, designa, by blessing
anc tli riches,ý andt suhjecting anottier ta paver-
ty, te try thcm bath. Thc is no doctrine mare
clearly reveaical i» scripture rcspccting the previ.
delizz, of Gti titan tais ; tMitl it ils V. doctrine of tht,
vcry first importance, thiat riches are not a siga cf'
the Divine favor, nor paverty ai the Divine dis-
pleasure ; but that bath arc iatendeai ta serve mor-
ai purpeses in the adaministration ofi heaven. The
tvhoic of tire book ai Job tvas evidently written to
iltustrate andi impress upen tue minais oi men titis
consolatory doctrine. Tite christian, thierciore,
wvien lais affiairs, in spite ai alitais just anti lionour-
able efforts go wrong, Mtien tac fluais taimcli, fromn
a state ai altucaîce, reduccal ta anc ai indigence,
awi front bcing a niaster, obiiged ta beceme a sier-
vant, rcflccts taat; sodai a change in tais lot lias net
becua brougclat about by nty capriciaus agency, but
lins hec» effected by thiat wisc and gooti Being
% lao5seoye takes it ttae %vlaoie terni ofitais cxistence,

*anat whto by ttae taardshîips ai a fetv ycmars, isuprep2r-
iaîg ta secaire for tlit the liappiness ai cteraity.

*.iaaithe Uam taavieai. citais calainitie, accordingly,


