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MU BOONTROL OF SPREADING FIRES
tost
i( 0 The measures popularly advo-
ting fined to control the spread of fire

are four in number, namely, fire
prevention, fire limits, fire
cobstruction and fire departments,
None of these alone ean prevent a
onflagration, and records show
that together they have failed in
almost every instance,

i

Fire y ion iv the pt to
reduce the frequency of fires, The
preponderance of disasters from

unknown and trivial causes
10 forbid hope of controlling con-
fagrations by strictly fire preven-
tion methods, It has been pre-
viously pointed out that, on the
avernge, only one in 20,000 fires has

gration,  That one fire is the
e " iy
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tre prevention suceessfully ceduced
the oceurrence of fires in Canada
0 100 per annum, there is no
wsurance that the spreading fire
would not be one of the hundred.
That depends largely upon the
leation of the outbreak and the
churaeter of its environs, When a
snall frame dwelling in Hull, Que.,
aught fire, that was the identical
pace where Hull and Ottawa
began to burn. A similar oceur-
wnee in an isolated farm dwelling
o country district would have
been equally serious so far as the
udividual building was concerned
bt it could not heve resulted in
the partial destruction of two
dtics.  To  debar conflagrations,
lh(-lvfl:l'e, fire prevontion must not
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FUR FARMING IN P.EI

has spread not only

this continent but has c
the Atlantic and the Pacific.

way has drawn upon Prince
ward Island breeders for black
foxes with which to establish a fur-
farming industry in that country.
Japanese _hu‘ninm men, now inves-
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Nor SAFE STORAGE OF SOFT COAL

At a meeting of the Toronto
School Board on October 30th, the
building superintendent reported:
“1f it had not been for the conerete
ceiling and floor and the brick walls

ial in
Canada and thel United 8';&&, Ar;
paying a special visit to the islan +
t first-hand information of to-day.
fur-farming methods,
is & pursuit which
he carried on exten-
sively and profitably in many
sections of Canada.

only 2 1 v of
irex, but also establish the confines
ol the oceasional outbreaks that
ur.—J. Grove Smith.

HOUSE VENTILATION

The aim of any ventilation sys-
e should be to achieve a con-
tant eireulation of air, without
using & direct cold draught.
I /e must be an entrance for
i air from outside and a means
{ exress for the foul air, Circula-
o is readily accomplished by the
fli rence in’ temperature between
inside and the outside air. The
er this difference, the stronger
the current, so that a very small
rture in winter may secure as
el ventilation as a wide-open
iow in summer.

I English houses, with their
I fire grates, the chimney serves
1 excellent channel for the
ival of foul air. In Canada,
he - we have a furnace in the

SAVED BY SPRINKLERS

“if".")" de::".:: pine tree to determine improved

of the basement, we should have
had no Williamson Road school
The 270 tons of soft coal
stored in the basement heated and
caught fire. The coal was piled
ten feet high.” At the same meet-
ing it was reported that there had

But Prince been six or eight fires from soft

Edward Island has achieved o conl heating in bins in the schools,
unique reputation for the industry
and is likely to become permanent-
ly a8 renowned for its furs as Brit-
ia is for its salmon or
the Prairie Provinces for their

Spontaneous combustion of bitu-
minous conl has been the cause of
many serious fire losses. Users of
this coal who are sufficiently for-
tunate to have a substantial
amount on hand can reduce the fire
risk by seeing that the coal piles
are not over five feet in depth, by
inserting ventilating pipes and by

On the night of Nov. 7, fire broke | regularly examining the coal bins
out in a large planing mill and sash [to ascertain whether the coal is
and door factory at Ottawa,
building has a complete sprinkler
system and, though the very in-

lammable nature of the contents
enabled the blaze to reach the roof,
the fire inside was
guished by the sprink:
out any important damage. The
:lre on the 'r:ol was sof;n overcome
hy a single stream from a fire & 4-inch white pi li -«
: pine sapling, remov-
b th?ztpﬂ':{le:h: ’""c:'h‘;: ed other saplings from its vicinity,
would have been a appl
nkler installa-| *PP
:ion saved a ;l'lll le plant l‘orlthe
“ompany and continuous employ- Thus, durin, the
ment and ;‘o"‘“l" pay envelope|srowth in diameter has

The | heating.
WHITE PINE GROWTH

Mr. Hill, lockmaster at Buck-
horn, Ont., experimented with a

growth whicthfly be secured by
proper care, Fifteen years ago, he
pruned all the lower bnnc::: off

du(:s the earth around it an
ied manure to its base, It is
now 19 inches in diameter at ijts
base and has a long, clean bole.
15 years, the

averaged

one inch annually.
(

Insect Damage to
Spruce nnele!hlnm
of Conservation and N.

B. Forest Service ('o“ te
in Operations at 3
michi

One of the many enemios of the
forest, particularly active in ‘flwlw
and New Brunswick during last
few years, is the balsam bud worm
This insect has caused great dam-
age to the balsam over considerable
areas, and, to a much lesser degree,
the spruce, by defoliating the trees,
causing them to die or to become
so greatly weakened as to suceumb
readily to the attacks of bark
beetles or other destructive forest
inseets,

An examination, made in Sep-
tember by the Dominion Entomo-
logical Branch, showed that all the
balsam on the Miramichi Fish
Hatchery lot, near South Esk,
N.B., had been killed through sue-
cessive defolintions by the balsam
bud worm, and that the spruce had
been heavily attacked by the same
insect. The extent to which the
spruce will be killed eannot be

termined until next summer,
The Miramichi Fish Hatehery lot
contains some 240 acres, for the
most part covered with spruce and
balsam, with smaller quantities of
hemlock, yellow birch, white pine
and larch,

In view of this serious damage
to the forest, the Fisheries Branch,
Department of the Naval Service,
has decided to make a sale of the
bulk of the merchantable timber
in order to salvage that which is
already dead, while it is still in
merchantable condition, as well s
to check the further attacks of the
bud worm, by taking out the
trees already affected.

To this end, the co-operation of
the Commission of Conservation
was secured, aided by the Provin-
cial Forest Service of New Bruns-
wick, A ecareful crnise of the
timber was made in October, by
representatives of these two organi-
zations, under Mr. W. M. Robert-
son of the Commission of Conser-
vation. Cutting regulations have
been drafted with a view to leaving
the area in thedest possible condi-
tion to produce a new forest, thus

reserving its value as a watershed,

n removing the merchantable
timber, the greatest care is to be
taken to avoid destruction of the
young forest growth. No white
pine is to be cut, in order to leave
seed trees of this valuable species.
All logging slash resulting from the
operation is to be piled and burned
under the direction of a forest
officer, to reduce the fire hazard.

Four sample plots of one scre
each are to be left uncut, to serve
as a basis for future study and
observation by the Commission of
Conservation, the Entomological
Branch, and the Provineial Forest
Bervice. It is expected that ohser-
vations will be made on this area
periodically for many years, with
a view to securing specific informa-
tion as to the best methods of forest
management as well as protection
from insect enemies of the forest.
~—Clyde Leavitt,




