
B3ut the'Wçstminster 'Confession of Faith doctrinally assigns to the
Obristian Magistrate, authority. and duties founded-oh, or deduced from
iôhrist7s 'Governorship of the nations ini relation to thé Church, and the
religion of his subjectsj t. which we ýseriously object becoxiiing- a part of
our publie profes&4son in our .united state. We would liké a thorougli
repudiation of »this doctrine of the third section of the' twenty-third
chapter of the Confession, and .without more light on the subject than
we have yet got we cannot subrait to lessi« than its be "ing ýa matter of
forbearance. Resolution 2.nd ,. 41 That the Synod, W*Ith -a view tô t'he
removal of any misapprebension-as to, its position in regard to the practical]
applications of the said Fourth Article, such for example as those coni-
tained in the Report of 'the Joint Commiiitteesubmitted to hoth Syn .ods
in the 'year 1858, desires to. eall attention toùte fact that',the S,'ynod of
the .Presbyterià:ï Church. of Canada does not require as à. condition'ef
Union, unaninity of -sentiment as, to the action of the- 1Vagstrteon
these pointsz;, but wluile providing -for possible diversity ofopinionà, the
ýýynod has . held, and- still %olds-as necessaqy to'harmonious action'.in the
Ujnited body, that a minority, whule entitled to ail equitable Iibérty,
shalh on these,. as on. other mîatters of ecclesiastical goverament, be
guided in any action on dissent, by ç -n stitutional order, and the received
principles of the united body."' If we tinderstand this resolution cor-
rectly, it nxeans that the articlee submitted by the Joint Committee to
*both. Synodsq in -1858 shall losituite a part of the. publie ,profes.sion of
religion in, (he uinited. body. as impiied in Christfs H-eadship over the
pations, butunanimity of sentiment as Io their practical .application by the
action of the M?,gistrate is pot required by the Prçsbyterian Church of
-Canada -as a condition of Union.; and, tint a îninor'ity, 4senting from the
-action. of the united- body as tQ the practical. applino hsatce
,iy -the actionof the . M1agistrate sha1lhaveiber4y .of dlisse t in the usiial
constitutional. way, hut.such. dissentshall not-affect these.articles, as, being
,part.of the publie .profession #ç~ti united. body. The ý.cQuted principle of
fogbearance is here .allowed to a certain 5na!l extent, but as these aÈtiicles
,are il,,ea-sily deducible from the doctrine -of.the, authority and duty of the
M&agistrate lnrelation.to the relig-ion of lis subj pcts,te.areState-churc h
,principles, -and. shail, accordipg .to thiis Second -ResoIuÉon, be receiyed
principles. cf the united, body.. We do nlot ,therefore see that thes?
Resolutions adyance the UTn.ion quesgPn, ly on~e 1ia~breadth. The
articles referredte. were never .discussed. or, a.dopted .hy the United Fres-
byterian fSYnnd

It ppears very clearto our mimd ttastsftoy IBasis cf io
bias yet to be eionÈtructed. Ana. if 'thera mnst 'bea à'Basis of -Union,ý
we see no way to, neet the. exigeticies cf -the case, but the simple
prineiple of ýforbea-rnce- on t'ho, Magistrates -authorry'and dfuty lu
relation te., the religion cf his!subjects. Forbearance.1 isganted as
to the endowmeût of the Churcli by..the State; ..but-if. the Magai-
-trateblas authority, and it.is-hisýduty tosea thgt aUlthe brdiinance's of
God be duly settled i. the -Parieli Qhurches. duly administered by
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