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Current Topics and £vents.

IN THE ]BALKAN PENINSUL..

At a time wlien ail eyes are clirected
toward the Balkan peninsula, it may
be weil to look behind the scenes,' and
see something of the conditions that
have given birth to ail this turmoil.

A recent issue of The Congrega-
tionalist and Christian World con-
tains an excellent article 1)y the Rev.
Henry House on conditions in the
near East.

The principaiity of Bulgaria and
the kingdomi of Servia have made
marked growth and pi ogress along
niaterial Uines since they gained in-
dependence under the Treaty of Ber-
lin. But Macedonia has been ieft
sadly in the rear. The Christian
subjects of the Moslcms feel them-
selves in the most galiing bondage.
It Is true the Turkishi Goverrixnent is
quite toierant of reiigious beliefs in
Christians who submit and pay
tribute. Nevertheiess, whea one looks
into the iniquities of the courts, of
the taxation system, and other like
conditions, one does not wonder at
the "bondage outcry."

l'lie Court toid Pr-ison Brul.
In the courts the testlmony of a

Christian does flot count as against
that of a Mohammedan. The accused
is treated as guilty until he can prove
his innocence. The arrested may be
kept In prison an indefinite length of
time witbout a trial. Thus a man
inay imprison his enemy for a con-
siderable period by simly bringing a
.serions charge against him. Neither
wili the accused receive any redress
for this injustice whiea he proves bis
innocence. One path to freedom is
by bribing bis Izeepers. Even before
trial, many cuiprits are freed in this
way. Thus the Turlzish officers of
the law are intent on multiffiying
cases of arrest by 'which to increase
their incomez. To be sure, imi)erial
ciemency niay be trusted to greatiy
shorten the term. of imprisonment of
the condemned. Neitiier is imprison-
nient considered the disgrace there
that it is in our own land.

l'lie l'ifxation E rUi.
Another great evil is the taxation

-system. The taxes are auctioned ofi
to the bighest bidder. Qiten lie pays
more than their value, and tiien pro-

ceeds ttù get back his own with ai
goodly usury. The' tax is nominaliy
a tithe, but it may be anywhere up to
a h aif. An apple-tree that bore a
crop iast year may be taxed for the
samne amount this year, tbougli It doe3
not produce an apple.

other Evils clnti the Oilbfoile.
0f thiese taxes, however, oniy a

small percentage reaches the Qovera-
ment, wvhich is beavily burdened.
But worse than the evils of taxation
is the preying upon cornnunities by
underpaid officiais, and, worse stili,
the (langer t.o the honour of their
woînen from, the Turkish policemen
and soidiers.

Nor does even Christianity mean to
these poor Christians wbat the name
impiies to us. The Eastern Qrtbodox
Chiurch has but a barren formaiism
to offer ber children. The iiturgy is
ia the Siavie tongue, not understood
by the people. The prayers to the
Virgin are longer than those to the

Ceator. Evangelical sermons are
flot perxnitted by the blsbops. Neyer-
theiess these cbiidren of the East
ding tenaciousiy to their Church.

Prom sucb a nursery numbers of
Macedonians bave fled to Bulgaria.
Many were educated theqre, and it is
they who bave instigated revolution.
They collected funds. They roused
the people. The cry for the free-
dom of Macedonia became popular to
I3uigarian ears. And now ail] eyes are
turned toward tbe ever-eventful scene
of the struggie.

TUIE KING AND) IItl.AND.

There may be a cynical few inciined
to assert that the warmth of King
Edward's reception in Ireland was
largeiy superficiai, a simple manifes-
tation of tbe Irish character, and other-
wvise belittie tbe affair. But the fact
remains that King Edward bas mani-
fested a -warm interest in the weifare
of Ireiand, and that ber people are
not behindhand In their appreciation.

Since tbe Act 0f Union between
England and Scotland, early iu the
eigbhteentb century, Briti sh sovereigns
bave seldoni interfered to affect legis-
lation, even 'wbei it appiied ex-
clusively to Great Britain. King Ed-
ward, in bis «Icommand " to the
Prime Mi1nister announeing to Parlia-


