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ingly liberal and demnocratic ; so
liberal, in fact, that game is rapidly
disapp'.aring, f romi actual extinc-
tion. So long as the gunning
period jasts, to ail persons of age
and wvlo apply for it, a shiootinig
permit is dolivered uipon paynîent
of a certain tax, and this enables
any one to wander on ail lands neot
expressly reserved by the owners
for tlieir own gunniing, and there
kili garie.

Ail told, tlic French peasant's life
resembles in many respects the life
of the Canadian farnier ;the day
with lîim begins at dawn ;and lie
attends with ;,iis owvn hands to the
plowing and sowving of the fields,
and to ail thework and dutiesiieces-
sarily incumbent upon the agri-
cultural labourer. Yet lie is quite
anotiier sort of a man in appearance
aiîd education. Bis ancestors werc,
s0 to speak, attached to the soul
Nvhich lie owns to-day, and tlîis in-
lieritance of labour lias left on linîi
its rougli imprint. He, moreover,
receives littie education, and tlîough
hie respects learning iii others, lie
cares littie for it so far as lie is him-
self concerned.

Amnong the curious rural cere-
nionies figures flic " blessing of the
fields " on rogation day. Tlhis con-
sisted in public prayers aîîd proces-
sions tlîroughi the fields, during,
Ný,hich the village rector, clad in lus
priestly garnients, would bless the
earth liewly sown. These public
prayers were formerly an occasion
for gatieringys among, the peasaîîts,
and often presented attractive spec-
tacles ; but to-day, save in soiîîe dis-
tricts of Brittany, tlîe processions
tlîrouglî the fields have been abol-
islie(, anid the old rogation feast is
,radually becoiig a fluing of the
past.

Plivsically the nortiiern Frenclu
peasant is ratlîer taîl, and exceed-
incgly inuscular. Iii Brittanyv and
thc southli e is tluickset and short
but active and energetic. Tlîe dif-

ferent races are still very nuarked
throughout the whuole of France,
but especially s0 in the south, wh1ere
it is often the case that the nu of
the mountains hiave a different
oriin fronu those of the plainis be-
lOWv. Arles, for instance, dlainis
to have preserved the ancient Greek
type, being a Greek colony, wvhile
the Gallo-Roman origin is conceded
to the mnajority in the soutlîerni sec-
tion of the country. Tlus it is
difficult to find any unity iii the
population of France so far as the
races of men go.

The nîany patois* of the soutu and
west. the Basque, which. is a Ian-
guage of luis own, and the Breton,
seemn to indicate the e-xistence in
tlic past of o nuany distinct fami-
lies of nmen, wvhose origin nmay have
been commuon, but whose unity lias
ceased for centuries. 'flue upper
classes, and wluat Frenchi people are
plcased to cail the " debris " of the
nobility, are of course of Frank or
German origin ; but this race wvas
neyer attached to the soul. It came
with tlue invasions, mastered tue
Gahlo-R-'oman provinces, and ruled
over t.îenî well-nigh until the end
of the k,-ist ceiutury. Then it wvas,
that after so long a duration of
power, tluis race wveakened and fell
uxuder tue uprising of nmodern ideas
of equality and freedomi.

Yet the Frencli peasant, unham-
pered as lie is to-day by any feudal
bonds, retains in a iieasure the in-
lueritance of the past. I-e seenis to
have derived a love of tue sjih, 50
stroixug and s0 intense, tlîat lie is
williiig to spen( his life nailed, as
it wvere, to t'le very spot to îvhicli
the 01(1 haws luad tied down luis fore-
fathers. Conservative above aIl,
it caxu be said. tluat lue purposely re-
tards progyress wluenever it is ii luis
power to do so. Thus it is thuat lie
is ofteiî unwilling, to nuake use of
iuew discoveries in agricultural

* [Pâ._it.%va 1 A French word. DIilects
pectuliar to illiterate classes.
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