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A Monthly Journal, Devoted-to the Spread of the Writing, Printing, and Spelling Reform.
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{{OZ PRFZEZ—It haz not brkum nesesari
for us tu publif Gz namz ov de suksesful komn-
potitorz for Qe prizez menfond in 3t Jon aud
Ogzust numberz, for de simplg rezon dat dqr qr
nun. Stranjaz it semz, not a sipl atemtat

. kompetifon woz wad bj enibodi, so fqr 8z e
‘ tezults aper.

GRAHANY HAND -BWK.—* Grabam’z
Hanl-Buk ot Standard Fanografi” taks wel.

_ Everibodi sema tu 1jk itor sum fetye or an-
,utler, and it iz rapidli kumip intu ys az de
standarl for bot de Korespondip and Reportip
Stiz.  Dign g5.past clevon.mounbs wibav
“sold witin @ fy, kopiz ov 100, and de demand
1z konstantlion de inkres. e hav bin resev-
ip orderz at dc rat ov wuh per da for sum tia
post, hwig wil dstles bekum dubld az mid-
winter and de holidaz aprog, so Gat mor tim
mna be f3nd for studi. Notwidstandip yr stan-
dip ofer tu rcfund dc muni tu eni person ho
ma be disatisfjd wid ¢e buk and ho returnz it
wiin to weks unsold, 1ot o sipgl kopi haz
yet bin resevd. .

.,

MARID.—Laost munt we bhad de plegur ov
rekordip de marij ov de wurdi Vis President
ov de Britif Amerikan Fonetik Asosiafon.—
On e prezent okagon it olso bekumz yr plez-
ip dyti tu perform a ljk ofis for ¥r estimabl
frend Mr Weber, de cfifent Sckretari ov de
sam Asosinfon:

In Toronto,on Burzda de 8 inst., bj de Rev.
Jon Borland, Ogustus, yupgest sun ov Henn
¢Wabber) Eskwijr, proprictor ov de ‘Kqrdif
snd Westbi Garjian’ uyzpaper; {Cardifty Ipa-
land—tu Eljza, eldest doter ov Edmund
Sforfi, Fskwir, Rigmond stret, Toronto.

0 At do rescut Nafonal Tegera’ Asosinfon
Konvenfoa, hwig et at Wofigton, U. S, on
de 108 ov Ogust last, wun hundrod aud fifts
tegerz and cdybatorz, ov verius grads wer

" prozent. do subjok: ov tegip ¢ildren tu red

- €s Roman prist b} menz ov do Fonotik alfa-
bet, woz bro! up ard woz wel resevd. (0
Xomiti ov Gre woz aponted tu report upon it
at de nekst metigov de Asosiafon.

Reading, Writing, and Spelling
Reform.
From * Young ldeas.”

Are you aware of the existence of a
Reading, Writing and Spelling Reform t—
‘This questioa wil} not be considered imper-
finent, since it 1s a fact that one-half of the
warld kaows not what the otber half does.
‘There are so nany objeets engrossing, the
attention of the world, that it is no great

wonder if you bave pever so much as beard
of tbor steady-goilt; uncbirusive ‘Spetling-
Reflorm, though it is now some mneteen years
old. It is by degrees—we may now say rap-
idly— becoming more generally known, ap-
preciated, and adopted 3 and, having worked
its own way by means of its own merits into
public estimation, we have no doubt that it
will keep its footing, Firmly believing it to
be truth, and also firly behesing tha
truth must conquer, we prophesy a trium-
phant future for the Spelling Reform, and
great and lasting  good as the result of it.

But you may have heard of 1he Reform,
and not bave had it properly explained to
you. [fn what does it consist? Io the 2d-
option of a sound principle of representing
words. ‘The theory is simplicity itself. 1
wish to convey some ideas to my friend in
the far distance; bow shall 1 accomplish
it1 Not lke the Egyptians, by means o}
picture-writing, or by the use of hieroglyph-
1cs; aor by a system of ideagraphy, as the

[ can; we have an alphabet, overy letter
of which represents a sound, aud all 1 have
to do is t arrange these letters so that they
shall represent the sounds ¥ wish my friend o
bear, and in their proper order, and it is
evident he will then know my ideas as well
a3 if 1 had conveyed them to his ear ia Irs-
mg words. And this will be making a Je-
gitimate uvse ol aur alphabet, -if it is to be
used for the purpose Tor which alphabets
were made, for “all origmal alphabets are
essentidlly phonetic.” Naw.ths fin gownd
Hocple” e Theinng Ketormg—that tor
wnite afd print according to sound, is better
than any other system of conveying ideas to
whom the voice cannot reach ; but this can-
not be dane properly by the Grenty-six let-
ters of the Roman alphabet, since there are
at least thirty-four simple, distinet sounds in
our language, and by right every sourd should
have a sign exclusively to itself. ‘lus inef-
ficiency bas led to inconusteacy and con-
fision in the use of those twenty-six letters
we lave, for each one represents, on an ar-
erage, four-apd-a-half different sounds, and
we have no definite rules whereby to decide,
1 ‘gny given case, which of these sounds to,
fic upon. Heace, then, the need of a reform,
appropriating to cach single sound o swgle
sign, ard requiring cach sign to represent
vnly its appropriate sound. This is accom-
plished by the Spelling Reform.

‘There 18 no doubt that the ignorance of
ots jand 13 in no small degree attributable to.
the exticme difficuity and wrationality of our
present orthography.  “The latter 1s* an ex-
ceed’'ng high mountain.” up whose rugged
hrights our juvenmle prpulation have to climb

Chimese would.  Iow then? I I could
talk: viva voce. 1i 1 could send some living,

messengec charged with 1y mnd, the tlung|

might be-dgac without further difficulty—only
thers, W¥Fbe the chance of a mistake on
the “part

- tbe messeoger.  But mdepen-

dently of the risk of a mistake, this plan i,
lio ninety-minc cases out of every hundred,
rimpracycable.  Cannot I talk to him in a

with tears and swailing, und amongst the
bracibles and  briers of whose thorny sides
many fall in despaic. By it millions are stope
ped at the very throshi ld of education, not
being able to master the necewary ¢iumen-
tary ort of reading; and additional milliens
are unab'e to write 1t correctly. Evea
amongst those who have learned to read,
ihere are very many who cacnot spell pro-
pesly, 2. e., according 1o the accepted way.
Aasdvthis 13 becawse the accepted ortbog-
raphy is really not proper, not what it should

note, *ud gend it by the post? Of ccurse

be.  The partially cducated: pecple often,



