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aflirix, cf the children of B3ethlehem wlio
ivere cruelly massacred by the order of
I{erod, and the chapel and tomb of Jerome,
that marvellous biblical scholar cf the fourti
century, who bore spent thirty years of lus
life laborlously in the study and exposition
of the Sc1lptuires.

Emerging from these roeky vaults-ali
teo dirn and dismal to be associated witlî
fiàim wh1o is the ligbit cf the wvorld, I was
greatly delighited wvitli a survey cf Bothile-
hiem and cf its interestiug surroundiug
len~lities, whichi are forever immoirtalized in
die pages cf the Bible. A short distance
north by east cf the town is the traditional
site cf " the well cf Bethlehemx, which is by
thie gae"from wvhichi David, on the sore,

of3 c battie, eagerly Ionged to obtaini a
drailît, cf dlear, cold, refreshing iwater.
Srtretclxing away eastwvard is the beautiful
aind fertile plain where once wvere the fields
of Boaz iu -%vicli Rluth gleaned wbilo she
resided withi Naxxi eyoud this fruitful
Plini is flic Pasture -round on whiclî the
hiumble shephierds wvatchcd their flocks ou
tîxe niemnorable ighyt tlîat the hierald autel
àunouinced to thers that tlïýu Savicur cf the
world was born in the city cf David. The
old Ixilis and dales ivhich are seen in other
dlirections agreeably vary the prospect. The
toiwn itself, with its good, solid, thoughi uu
iiiim)zngi sto ne houses, has a su«bzt-ati.il.
I)rnz:n.rouis appearance about it. ILs pxesent
eîghit thousauld inhabitants are partictularly
notedl for thieir good appearance aud for
ilheir inidustrious haý-bits-:. David, in isi
ù,iriv nixinhood, "asruddy and wiLhial. uf a
biautiful conutenauce and goodly Lu Iuuk
upoix." Aud I imuist say that; the descrip-
lion is applicable to the natives of Botîxie-
leieu Io the present day. Thieir ruddy
couxtenance lias beea even improved, I
tbiuk, by Lhe streak of foreigu blood that
evidleutly caine into the veiius of the Dlethile-
lieniit0,s wlien the crusaders were tlic ruleis
cf Palestine.

Thoc tlx-ift; and iudiistry of those intercst-
ing peopio ai- eoverywhero apparent. On
eacîx sidle cf thîe main street I noticed a large
umiber cf w-orksbops in -%vliioh mon and
Wox11011 were bilsily oecupied in the manu-
tÈitxîire cf braceletq, broaclies, beads, crosses
ýUu't rcifixes and rosaries and many otiier
articles îvhich they wvere making cf olive-
wvood aud cf asphait fromn the Dead Sea and

of mothier-of-peari oyster-shells fromn tho
lied.- Sea. Accepting thes pressing invitii-
ions of the tradesinen,-we entered several

of tixese bee-hives of industry and purchased
some ineinentocs of Bethiiehecin lu the irn-
mediato neiglxbourhood of the town the
hiusbandmeu wvere, as buisy at their wvorkz as
theose, artizants-,vere in thoir workshops.. As
a resnlt of thecir industry -%ve sav fine fields
of wvheat, and other kinds of grain gî-ow ing
on the welI tilled plains, and beautiful rows
of olive, fig aud poxuegranate trocs, varied
witî V'ineyar<ls, ou the terraced siopes of
the adjacent hili-sides. Altogother I was
Very filvulurably iliIpresso(l withi the capabiUi-
ties of thu place au(l tie poople. With a
pul-er type of Chiristianitv aud a botter
knoNvIedge of agriculture anýd the inechanical
arts, Buthilehoin, where tho Redeeomer of the
world wvas bori, iiuay yet beoni spiritually
what iL now is in the literai seuse uf the
ternis: "A city set ou a hll whicli caunot be
hid."

By REv. Louis H. Jonu.A, B.D.

ithe course of my presenit trip nround the
..ý> wunld, I proposed te, mysel', as one of its
defluite aims, thýat visits slxould ho made to as
many of the centres of missionary activity as
my timae and circuimstauces wonld permit.
And while this tour was undertaken rather in
the hope of obtaining general inform-?t:on
an.d of enjoyînug a penied of rest thaýn of pur-
suing any special inquiry, the subordinate airn
just mentioned has nover heen forgotten.
Hence i have had opportunity of becoming
acquainted, however slightly, with the work
wiiliis being carried on in the east under
theaus,.;ces ofthe Methodists, Congregation-
ais ts, 1-piscopalians, Baptists, Roman Catho-

lisand Presbyterians. WVhether in Japan or
Chna, or Indlia, or Oeylon, or Egypt, thie Sabi-

batlis have been devoted te visfting mission
churchies. open-air services and schools; while
portions of many a week-day have been most
pleasantly spent in the class-rooms of native
or Christian college8, and ln tixe homes of pro-
fessons or pastors, or other uew-made friende.

My chief anxiety was te, gain the fullest
possible familiarity with the wvork which our
own beloved Charch is doing lu tixe East. In
this quest I was often sorely disappointed, as
when it became evident thxat distance and the
îateness of tlue season preclixded any advance,
towards Tientsin, and the difliculty and irre-
gulauîty of communication shitit off equally
any approach te Formosa. la tlîis way,


