
THE PRESBYTERIAN.

no tibankfil remeicbrîîncc of the giver--wlîicb
goes *not beynnd tise epier:tions of nature in ira-
cing back tise rieli 1 roducts of lice harvest,-
which looks only ta the natural causes by whiehs
that liarvest lias beca rendûred a bountiful one,
-whicb regards oniy lise skill and labour of
the litusbittîdiîiat, or the fertility of the soit aaîd
the happy alternations cf rails and sucsliine,
whiclî have rewarded lsis skili and crowned lits
labour, and rendercil theni fruitful of blessings
-which in the former secs iliin cnly, and in lise
latter secs nature ouly, and recognizes not God,
ini both, iînparting skill and strength te tise oee
andi giving ail the requireti eflicacy Io the
oth er.

It ls flot God's methoui cf pirocedlure to .bes-
tow bis blcssings temporal or spiritual directly
and imniediately frein bis own hand. Tiva! lie
dota nu'diately and througli the intervention of
mnec or things. Spiritual blessings, pardoning
mercy, and sanctifying grace, corne through the
intervention cf Ouir gseat Mlutiator; and even the
knowledge of hira and cf Isis niediation cornes ta
'us,titrotigh the intervention cf others-the apos-
les and evan)gelists,wbo recordcd bis wovrds and
tat!ght the trulli as thcy re2ceiveti il, froin bis
Spirit; arnd througi tlle living voice of bis mninis-
ters9; the pleading tbnes cf paurental tcnderness ;
and the briglit pattern of a holy lire in belicrers.
.And sel il, is aise willi Ille bounties of Provi-
dence. Thty sprirug out of the grouint. The-.
bang ini overy graceful variety cf formn upon the
&rets. TJî ceartis is covered witb thens. The
Sea teerns ii theto. ls il, because mnan's la-
bcur,-and for mnan's giond,- is nceded te plant
Or 10 gather fluena ?-is il, becanse tht rains andi
the dew nourisa thienu, and UIl light and tient
ripen tlir for lise, thiat God's band is flot te
bc acknowledged in tice giving of ilîin 7 Are
ilieýse, Iluenisrives tise fruit and ordination cf
Divine wisdom and love, Io bide frein us the
Father, who opcnsetb Isis hand so widcly, raud
~wlîse tender Inercies arc over ail bis ,vorks 7
Nay, is net tvcry blrssing Io be rceivd as
direct front ibat grent F.itter,-wit!i tht saine
feeling of gra:icfil affection. nnd the snme ready
ascrailtioni of liraiee as if ks were given by Isis
Own luand ?

It is very riplit and reasonsable, liait frein
this place, and frara çucla plaçes as ibis, tlîc
cl:uir, liant should bc rnest f et forth, tipon the
huinan --pirit, lîould bc ilint ofredeeming love.
Tilsit is Ille vdaim wlsich ire slnui exhibit of-
tenr&1s.nnd, if il plrased Goti ta grant il, with
desnonsirixion ef the Spirit, and wifls power.
Wer larrcach Christ Jesuts ilirc Lord. Our u-
sage is lise go.çprl oflbis r. Our work is--
tren as tîbeasgb God diti bcsrrçli.sinners by lis,
ini ClsrisiCs sir.ad, in pray ilsin in be re!ncilied
Io God. Yica, aus workers together with God,
our çntrtaly to ail, to be reiîcratcd from day
Io dayn if, ilint ilscy recrive not the grsicc cf
Gad in vain. Yet ilsough our St!ention should
imost bc dirececd in tisat whîich concerna not
inereiy th£ sis. ri lire of the body, but the un-
aying lire of Ille *nul, yc; is il, brconiing. fron
lime int lime, and viyen as Sçriliurc lEts ais isbc
exxnnlle, in dtwell in soleinn alla tbankfu! con-
tnplatlion. oun t he jarovidential bnunty or God.
Is il Dot riglit in noie th largr caiZncitir.c of
faried alla vxqtiisite enjnymnin, willi wibicl h j
bathi îalcuisd the &lent Faibier te enduw Ourà

common nature,-and Ille adaptation cf things
externat, te the exigiencies and enjoyrnents cf a
nature se endowed ? Those are tlîc senscs,-in-
lets at once cf ktnowlcdgeanid plessre. Thert
Is the pewver cf reason,-th)ere is tlie play cf
fitncy,-tierc is tise brilliancy cf wit,-the
cluarin cf niusic,-thie tenderucss of loy iig affec-
tion,-the gloiv cf patriotismn,-the sentiment
of pityi-the appreliesusion of the righit and,
tise goud,-beitevulenco te mec,-devtisa te
Gud. Anad ail is se ordered, that for eatit cf
these thîcre is reoin andi scolie in tise cons*itu-
tion of tisings, iii wlsich ive lire placed. And
ail is su, ordered, that in acdi cf themiibere i3
enjoymsent. Therc is an austere self-denial
wliicii drcads and renesinces sîsch enicymnt,
tlîrough lise ponver.s ihiclî Goti lsis given, ex-
ct-pt it, bias junnuediatc refcrence te Ilimself.
Andi so ruci bias tbe ascetic teniper prievitileti
and been commiendeti- (and net altogether
unijiis:y,since, because cf lice self control whicli
it mianifesta, liaving se macha ,of rcal nebielcess
in it,> that, te Mnassy it, secmns as if tîsere irero
sounething necessanily, andi essentially wvrongin
quels ecjeymetit. WVhereas it is mealle flying
in the fâce cf xg)d's gond Plrovidtence se te
judge,-to judgc that evil, fur wliich lic hath
mnade erident provision ini lice very> nature cf
mani. Tht evil is unt, in the exercise or en-
inymnt cf Pny> powver or capiacity, wlsich God
bathd given ; but iuî failisg te sec andi grattfiilly
regard God in it; aind in fuuiliag so te sec andi
regard God, as tlîat bis ivili sisouiti guide in
lise lise andti neasaire, te waicis cvery liowcr
sisoulti be applied. Of thse goodti hings cfthuis
wurld, ta witcver extent giveu, tht-y î-njoà lte
most, wvîs tists sec auti acKnowledgc Gati;
uniess ilipir minds lire perverteti by supersti-
lion, and liv tnnvrrantable views cf the dutv
whlicla Gati reqssires. Ant a si nct bccomin*g
andi rigbt, tbat the liomnge. of praist and
tiianksçgivrin-g sbould arise tei Geti continîsaiiy,
for a constitution of tlaings usidtr uhicwb bis
creattîres have se many sources opieneti up) Io
t.bem, cf purme andi legitimnaît enajcynirni?

An:d whuite ue are tiras bouilli ta aclncw-
ledg lise gcncril gandiness of tGnd, speccial
inerties cati form siuccistil îanksgiving ; andi
public andl gencraI inercies cail for public anmd
general tlsînkçgiving. The la;e ahundatit bar-
vest is snrh a lJecisat gen-rail iner-yv, and
we are rightly and prnosrly citlied Io rcag-
nize the gondi bandi of Guàt iitiLa louuîg %
blcssing vhîicls wc enjoy in comman, it as mca-
sensible thaï, i sîscîsit he tçknc)wrdged in
<-ommon, andi ilîit rich and i 1>0c shsaîld talike
fecl andi awn tlitmnsa-rlves lieneiofîrrs nth
bouistie cf Providence. Tiacre i% inaiceai just
causse in this respect over alil the lPrtvinc-, for
the tisaniful itckiuowledzmrnts wildu wc have
bcen cnjoinrdti o imake. Tise vrar lias liceen
c-auvned wiiî he îlw odnees of Geati. Tilt, l-
hours- et the hîîsbandnuan ha-rt bre-n abîtinnt-
ly blcsstd, and in ihant bl.-sasni, îherte us the
t-isrtst. pltdge of commxerciaîl Isrîti4itliy tunt poi-
lisical irrsnquuiliity. Ttit-cfnre shosld ilirc b4
cfiired ihis day, mat tise histnnge oniy nf A a-aid
andi pussi.g açannwl-dgmnn, but lise triloule
of a l:vcly anmd fervent grnîide-aaeb larîng
in bis heurt an 1 on lhi% li.; Illt %bil~af %lit
M>samist, BýIles tIse L.ord, i Mny zoaal. rand aIl
that is wihin mn; blcss Isis îuly ciarat -vc


