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no thankful remembrance of the giver-—which
goes not beyond the operations of naturein tra-
cing back the rich products of the harvest,—
which looks only to the natural causes by which
that harvest has been rendered a bountiful one,
—which regards only the skill and labour of
the husbandman, or the fertility of the soil and
the happy alternations of rain and sunshine,
which bave rewarded his skill and crowned lus
labour, and rendered them fruitful of blessings :
—whicl in the foriner sees mun only, and ir the
latter sees nuture only, and recognizes not God,
in both, imparting skill and strength to the one
and giving all the required eflicacy to the
other.

It i3 not God's method of procedure to .bes-
tow bis blessings temporal or spiritual directly
and immediately from his own hand. ZThat lhe
does mediately and through the intervention of
men or things. Spiritual blessings, pardoning
mercy, and sanctifying grace, come through the
interventiou of our great Mediator; and even the
knowledge of bim und of his mediation comes to
us,tirough the intervention of others—the apos-
tles and evangelists,who recorded his words and
taught the truth asthey received it from his
Spirit; and through the living voice of hia minis-
tets; the pleading tones of parental tenderacess ;
and the bright pattern of a holy life in belicvers.
And so it is also with the bountics of Provi-
dence. They spring out of the ground. They
hang in every graceful variety of form upon the
trees. The earth is covered with themi. The
#ca teems with them.  Is it, because man's la-
bour,—and for man's good,— is needed to plant
or to gather them ?—is it beeause the rain and
the dew nourish them, and the light and heat
ripen them for use, that God’s hand is not to
be acknowledged in the giving of them? Are
these, themselves the fruit and ordination of
Dirine wisdom and love, to hide from us the
Father, who opencth his hand so widely, and
whose tender mercies are over all his works?
Nay, is not every blessing 10 be received as
dircct from that great Father,—with the same
fecling of gratcful affection, and the same ready
ascriplion of praisce, as if it were given by his
own hinnd ?

It is very right and reasonable, that from
this place, and from such places as this, the
claim, that should be most set forth, upon the
buman spirit, should he that of redeeming love.
That is the elaim which we should exhibit of-
tenest, and, if it pleased God to grant it, with
demonstration of the Spirit, and with power.
We preach Christ Jesus the Lord.  Qur mirs-
snge is the gosprl of his grace.  Qur work is—

ven as theugh God did beseegh sinners by us,
in Christs sicad, to pray them 1o be reconciled
to God. Yea, »s workers together with God,
our cntreaty to all, to be reiterated from day
to day, is, that they receive not the grace of
God in vain. Yet though our stiention should
most be dirceied to that which concerns not
werely the she i life of the bady, but the un-
dying hifc of the soul, yei is it hecoming, from
time to time, and even as Scripture sets us the
example, to dwell in solemn and thankf! con-
templation. on the providential bounty of God.
Is it nol right 10 noic ke large cajacities of
¥aricd and cxquisite enjayment, with which it
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common nature,—and the adaptation of things
external, to the exigencies and enjoyments of a
aature so endowed ? Those are the senses,—in-
lets at once of knowledgeand pleasure. There
is the power of reason,~there is the play of
fancy,~—there is the brilliancy of wit,—the
charm of music,—the tenderness of loving affec-
tion,—the glow of patriotism,—the sentiment
of pity,—the apprehension of the right and
the good,—benevolence to men,—devotion to
God. And all is so ordered, that for each of
these there is room and scope in the constitu-
tion of things, in which we are placed. And
all is so ordered, that in each of them there is
enjoyment. There is an austere self-denial
which dreads and renounces such enjoyment,
through the porwers which God has given, ex-
cept it has immediate reference to Himself.
And so much has the ascetic temper prevailed
and been commended— (and not altegether
unjustly,since, because of the self control which
it manifests, having so much of real nobleness
in it,) that to mauy it seems as if there were
something necessarily, and essentially wrong,in
such enjoyment. Whereas it is realls flying
in the ficce of God's gond Providence so 10
judge,—10 judge that cvil, for which He hath
made evident provision in the very nature of
man. The cvil is not in the excrcise or en-
joyment of any power or capacity, which God
bath given; but iu failing to sec and gratefully
regard God in it; and in failing so to sec and
regard God, as that his will should guide in
the usc and measure, to which cvery power
should be applied. Of the good things of this
world, to whatever extent given, thry enjoy the
most, who thus sce aud ackpowledge God;
unless their minds are perverted by supersti-
tion, and by unwarrantable views of the duty
which God requires. And i3 it nct becoming
and right, that the homage. of praise and
thanksgiving should arise to God continually,
for a constitution of things under which his
creatures have so many sources opened up to
them, of purc and legitimate enjoyment ?

And while we are thus bound to acknow-
ledge the general goodness of (ood, special
mercies call fur succinl thanksgiving ; and
public and general mercies cali for public and
geaeral thanksgiving., The late abundant har-
vest is such & specinl and general merey, and
we arc rightly and properly called to rccog-
nize the good hand of Gud iu i,  Bowg a
blessing which we enjoy in common, it is rea-
sonable that it should be acknowicdged in
common, and that rich and poor should alike
feel and own themselves pensioners on the
bounties of Providence. There is indeed just
cause in this respect over all the Proviace, for
the thankful ackuowxledgmeats which we have
been enjained 10 make. The year has hieen
crowned with the goodaess of Gad.  The la-
hours of the husbandman have been abundant-
Iy blessed, and in that blessing, there s the
sureat pledge of commercinl prosperuy and po-
litical irsnquillity, Thercfare should there bo
offered 1his day, not hic humage only of a cold
and passig ackaowledgment, but the niboie
of a hively and fervent gmtitude—cach kaving
in his hears, ant on his lips, the words of the
Psalmist, o Bless the Lord, O my soul. and all

hath plcased the great Fathier to endow oar 1 that is within mc, bicss his huly name "—cack



