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A MOTHER'S PRAYER.

Among the students attending the aca-
demy at E , in 1851, was one whose
diligence and good standing and devout-
ness attracted atteotion. He was
the only son of a farmer whd lived
near the academy, and his mother had
Leen for several years in poor health, la-
boring under what was pronounced a very
threatening disease of the heart. They
were an intelligent, cultivated family:
and with the parents and their two chil-
dren their mutual attachments were
peculiarly tender and affectionate.

Jamcs, the son, had attended the acad-
emy several winters, had been hopefully
converted, and found his heart going out
toward the ministry. But it looked as
if the parents needed him at home. And
with the mother’a very delicate health it
was thought to be perilous to even men
tion to her the subject of Janes’ prepai
ation for the ministry Such was the

| goon.

view of James’ father, and also of his

pastor; and to this the young man gave
in his adhesion. Some monihs later,
however, he again became exercised i
mind on the subject of duty, sod avain
sought counsel of ns father aud his pa~
tor. After consultation 1t was agreed,
not without much hesitaucy, to consult
the mother. A day or two later the faty
er broachel the subject to her as delicately
and prudentlyas he knew how Did mot:,-
er know that James sometimes thought a
little about studying for the ministvy ¥
No. She was not aware of it. Well,
mother, James wauted me to ask you,

FAMILY WORSHIP.

For the Maritime Pres ian,

In the last number of the Marrrimz
PRESBYTERIAN is an_excellent article
headed ‘‘A Cill to Family Worship.”
Heads of households should read it care-
fully and seriously ponder over it. There
are many families within the bounds of
our church who neglect this duty. Some
observe it on the Sabbath day and not a
tew irregularly.

In the Presbyterian _hurch of the
Lower Provinces thire was a column in
the statistical returns in which was en-
tered number of families observing fami-
ly worship.  In looking over the tables
of 1870 out of 130 congregations report-
ing tneve are only six, all in the Presby-
tery 1 Lictou in which every family is
repoi .« as observing this duty.  If the
the «nne coluron was still inse.ted in our
blank :eturns it might be attended with
. NRGed

1 uere is another matter in connection
wita this subject that needs attention.
Inn 4 :reat many families the exercise of
st 1.y i8 dispensed with. This is not
1. 5. should be for family worship con-
» -t~ of three parts, reading the Word of
. .1, sacred song and prayer. The sing-
12 should not be dispensed with if it can
b+ conducted. In ihe olden time it was
never neglected, and does it not seem in-

. consistent for a Christian family to do

whether in case Providence opened the

way for him to go to college and to the
seminary, whether you would be willing.
Do you feel as though you could give him
up? “Give him up, husband, why that
is just what I have been praying for—
that God wouil wicline him and it him
to be a minister.” The niother’s prayers
were answered and her gif. accepted.
Providence smiled ou all their arrange-
ments, blesaing them with health and
competence and long life. Some twenty-
four ycars later the aged parents cele-
brated their golden wedding, and svon af-
ter croased the river to the Holy City.
And for & quarter of a century the son
has been a glad reaper in the great har-
vest, with the proepect of many ‘'sheaves
in the day of rejoicing.—St. Louis Zvan-

Every duty we omit obscurca some
truth we should have known. — Ruskin.

auway with the singing.—D.
THE SERPENT AND THE ADDER.

The East is woefully cursed with poi-
sonous reptiles of all kinds. The special
puint to be observed in the present in-
stance, however, is that the comparison
of wine to the serpent begins in the thirty-
first verse rather than the thirty
second. This may be seen better in the
following rendering of the two verses:
“Look not on the wine when it reddeneth,
when it showeth its eye in the cup—glid-
eth smoothly. After that, it biteth like
the serpent and stingeth like the hissing-
serpent.” The word translated “‘adder”
in the ordinary version is ¢lsewhere ren-
dered ‘‘cockatrice.” It meauns literally,
he “‘hisser,” and it may refer tothe small
and venemous hissing-serpent found in
various of the East. Forskal,c ited
by Smith, mentions among the animals of
Arabia, a small se t answering tne
description of the biblical *‘hisser.” The
breadth of this serpent, he declares,
on%dnou irritation quhu any of the

y to it. e by th of wine
is the breadth of the serpent. —S.8. Times.




