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don. Chiina propose% iii addition to thirty 1(1887) ior foreiga opium, and lîif of it spent
laels imort duty, a uniform rate of eighty hy people una ble ta buy both opium and
tacis for intdrnal transit dues. The noble good food, inearss a wide extent of woe. Mr.
earl objeote, proposes soventy taels (April Eason, of the China Island Nissîon, says
1883), and insiste thafr China inuxf g/îuaaitec that in Yunnan Province haif of the woinen
mi Iot hind- the tradt hy imposing further and four tifths of the men are c5mokerp. When
taxes intand. 0 shameful ésight ! a inighity Bar-on Kiclitoven is quoted1 that in Si-chuan
Christian nation haggling with a weaker Province na nuclh opium is used qs anywhere,
heathen gcîverrnhcnt for easier terms on andi that nowhiere are the effeets 8o littie
which to debauch its people 1 Tseng dlaims see», it is not explained tiat the climate af
(Septeniler, 1884) that China may maise the the mounstains 's salulirious anti that the
tax on opiumn to any figure shie imay think people cil the river v'alleys are wealthy. It
proper as soion as tlim drug shall have pasmted î'j ainoug the poor, vm ho cannot buy both
into Chinese hands. And why not? Not food anti opium, that the misery is mnost
until July, 1883, was the agreement finally Been. Here is the exact parall to the drink
signea, to he in force four years. It carne curse,-work neglectecl, debte unpaid,
into effect Fehruary 1, 1887, more than te» clochs and bed in pawn, childreii and ààged
years af ter theChetu, Convention. Theiîmîpiort parents haîf starved. There are frec1uent
duty remains8 the sanie, thirty tacis. But instances (if wives bold to provide opium.
the lluctuating taxes ornserly levied inland ln soine parts of Huchoiv, Chikiaimg, opiurn-
fthe Lekin) are now fixed at a uniiform- rate ruined varga1bounds have been a terror to the
of eighty taeis, and tiiese àueis als3o Engiand farmers. In that part of the City of Shang-
aiîows; China to collect at the ports ;but hiai umîder the municipal contrai of the Euro.
China stipulates that British opium niaypass peans more tlîan 1,200 opiuin saloons were
iulaiid, iumilike other goods, exempt froin I icensed in 1887. No wonder that the nuin-
taxes, and that local liceîises ta seli shail bo ber of prisaners in jail was twenty.five per
nt the saine rate as for native opium. cent. greater tirn iii 1886. The uîpiuîn habit

The neiv arrangement lias been liastiiy often co-exiets %vitlî alcoliolianm iii the sanie
calied a "settliernent" of the vexed question. individuais. Ail vices thrive within the
A total revenue of about $1. 10 per pound, opium dens. Erpecially does the opium
ail due at tlîe ports, brings a littie inore mania humn out of the mnan ail capacity foir
11noney Lima» forînerly into the tmeasury, at truth. A professional burglar wvomld lie me-
Pleki». But it also imastemîs tue physical and cd4v42d to chutrcli memibership in China as
moral uiii of multitudes. Ninie anid timree soomi as %vou1d a» opium user.
quarter million pounids iveme imupuîted in Foreigmers, shieidcd lmy Britishi ci% il or
1887, au ineese of nime per' cent, on the M

aveag yeml aiouîtfmo 182 oS 1 iiitary offcia, smuig g ledl ai.iumn into Chiniaa%*l*ae yary anotntfron 1S' toISb 1for seveaty years. A fter two wars and the
inder tlîe fomit.r amiangemioiit. Tue trm-de i vayineiit of vast iideiinities thte traffic w'as

lias nowv cleamer oiial 2.tnction. '1'lie Iî-galiietî, as the Grand 'Secretary, Li Httog.
auitlorities pi-mvide ïafe nuid cheap stamage at Chanmmg, >aid iii 1881, ''mot froni ciînice, but
ports, aimd uiitaxed tranisit iiiland, Andt tue beratmse Chîina submnitteti ta the adverse 'cancer is ta strike its roots deoper into the cisioîî of airms." Yet apologiats say that
natio's' lmeart. 1hi prOof Of tilis, read tlîe Clîîîîa's conîcessiomns havec beomi voltintary. As
Custois repîorts for 188-, how at v'ariotis well cail tue delîveî-y of one*s pui-se to a
ports the miew r-ie -lieudits f lic i aie" ;liow higlîwayinan vollusitary. T1hat tue Chimmese
Ltme tuea-e *'admuimcs stability" and "umîccied stmbmitteti at ail graciousiy uniy illustiates
facility'. rid 'great "takcst" th le of ak thir pmoverb ''The legless maisi who meets a
hoi tihe z)timi partiy »mkste lc f ie iight as wvell iîiake a present of imo-
silver as a ciî-culatiug niedmuiiî. " The .Sfanig- e elf. " Afteî IS6 ', foi- twenty-five years,
hiai coiiiimiissioner reports ." -iausit pals5s Britimth inîfluence prevented China froni rais-
arc respccted anmd tîme native~ dealer's are ing tlîe lty even ta a pamtially prohibitory
sending tue opiu ta more distanît miarkets rate. 1imnally in 1883-7 a nie% arrangement
than eve*." was nade %vhiclî friemmds of Cina hoped

Tiiat nusisionuicaie do ixot iagnify tht' evils mnight be somewhat of a check ta the trade,
of opium to excuse the slow iigress of huai- bumt wviicli ini the mai kii-g seemuis ta be ratmer
siomîs let Sir Tionas W'ade, ex anibassadai-, a stremigtemiing oif e' il. But iL is an ar-
testify : -The habit is inauv tiuies inaie r angemnt for four ytat-.- o»13 and Lime ques-
pcrîiiciolis, illitioîmall). speakîing, thil tiegiii Lion wril] be m-e uppeei. lennwbîi]e let the
amid wh-iisky driîk-ig wvIicli w*ve detpbîi at C'hristiani %u'rld coîntiue iii prayer tîmat God
lioie'-a stroiger ;tateiiit-it tliail iiiîsî'îî- niay touth the coilsciece (if aIl coiîcerned.
aries make ;stiml it ib liard ta decide -%viclî Parties ta tîme great &iii are naL ouiy Opium
of Ltme t'no haitts pruiluces the' m110t niisery. iiierchauîts, but tie 1iîdiaii officiaIs whio, in
Forty.live mîillionî doilars -pent ini aoie year ]3 cugal, by subsidies, assist pianters of the


