
cRl£ Iil. oruq t airiabiait

bars of the.erib and rcached appeac.linigi) for the departed
hand, îvbici "'as more than mnammna cauld hear ; Sa she
taok 'l'lie Jefl'u out of the crilb and into lier own bed
and armis, and just then the dlock struek the half bout.
In the ncxt lialf hour 'l'ie Jefful %vas a ver)' bus)- litie
girl. First she had ta Ioak graieful at inaninia for two
or tlirce minutes, iii which naninia mîîde up bier mmlid
that it %asn't of thc slighîtest conscquence lîow ofien or
how early she was iioused iii the inorning ; she iiiglit
even be wvilling ta let papa be robbe(l oi bis neededd
sleep, for %vhy should lie not 'he ini a position ta knidw
what an angel 'l'lie jeffuil really wvas.-and bis own
daughiter too ? When 'l'lie Jefl'ul lind donc the gratefui
as far as slie tbaugbit î>rapc, site began to inquire and
try experimients. She piecked open niammna's cyclids
when the latter closed (hein for a maoment in an ecstas)y
of tlbaikfulness, she tightencd one of bier little hands
arouild just three biairs upon nianima's forehead, and
found that they %vould stand, without breaking or pulling
out, the hicaviest strain that TIhe Jcfl'ul couki put on
theni. Mainia tricd ta end ibis experinient, but baby
protestcd so earnestly that mniai endured ta the best
of bier ability, and indulgcd in facial cantortions dit
'lie jefful cnjayed amnaiîgly, jiever doubting that they

wverc given for lier spc.cia1 diversion. lndfecd, sbe
laughced sa licartily that miammia. was again fearfui for
papa's rest, sa she cuddled 'l'lie Jefful v'cry close ta bier
and kissed the top)o iher flossy little yellawv head. But
this treatînent did not suit the young lndy nt ait ; kisses
and pettiiîs îî'ere ail very wvell w'hcen slie 'vas tired or
ini ieed af consolation, but early in the inorning, after
a nighito ai ea.lthful steel), iliey Nvere out of place ' 50s
mnanînia, wbile in the act of giving 'l'lie leifult a very
affectianate hug, w~as stopped suddenly by .p sniothered
noise, which, sounded sornewliat iliuis:

Thle squeeze i'as dis:ontintk'd, and sa %%-as maina's
dreani of bliss ; but stili 'l'lie leiful %'as quite a cbarming
little body, sa nianinma did a great dent of pantomhime
for bier witb face and bands, and even e.xtempilorized a
gaine af peep'-bo betwei lier fingers. B ut 'l'lie jeffui
ivas beginning ta thitik that it waS t'nnce for lier 1a be up,
instcad of rcclining iii anc 1)oMtion or atiîaher ; so be
put anc of bier pudgy bands behind iania's liead and
took hold af ane ni' malinîa's cars Nvitli the ailier, aînd
attenipted ta mise lierseif ta a sittîilg posidion. She
mighit have suceeded, for miamna ias %wiingi- ta be a1
stepping-stonc, or a pulling bloc'k, or anything cise ilbat
would benefit bier cbildren. But 'l'lie jcfful's wec linger.
nails ivere sa niany> sharp little lanicets, and as they
closed, a.il togeilier an the baek af nianna's car thcy
cause(l sa mlucl pai that niamnia herself could ilot
keep frai graaning as she attemipted ta remaove the
littie bîand. 'I'Iei there ivas a canflict af opinions, and
!innînia woni 1w main, -strength, andi The jeffuil declared,
in lier own spiritud way, that it 'î'asn't fait, and site bega,î
ta %vcep, and refuised ta be coinforted ; si) mnimia sat
up %vith lier, zind Ioaedt andi fro, andi then Th'e
Jefftil spie<l the baek af papa's hecad, and graspeti at it,
and alinias gat it befote innima cauld sli gltiy change
bier position. Even ilien Th'le jeffuli w'riggled and
iworkced lier li:aje licad arounti so that suc could se tbe
covcted prize ; sa niammna gat softly otut af bcd, intend-
ing to get a plaything for lier darling, but, approaching
the bureau, 'l'lie Jcfful spied the cup rani w'bich %he li
been fed, and she straigbî'vay reaclîed for it and said a
great deat in the haste that camies iii truc earnlestniess.
'lhere ivas vury little biead anti nil in the cup, and
mlainia feared it iighît be saur ; but tinding t n'as not,
she gave it ta baby, rescaîing lherseli upon the bcd ta
fecti lier. Moving about Ille rooiî Ilit chlie llei ani,
end a return ta the %varnith of bier bcd 'vas dIcliglit(tl,

but the baby feit so strengtbened b>' lier liglit lunîch that
she insîsteti tipon jumping; so ilailîînîa junîiped iber up
anti downi until lier amis îî'ere Sa tireti tlîat skie could
liar(lly have tosseti a1 d11ofa down. '[hen skie streched
bierself for jusi a monment af test, wlîen the littie dlock
made the reniark witli whicl our narrative opens, anti

ninni vondered liow near dead she %wauld bc by lied.
tinie, as site Icît aliost (teand already. ]lut mianinia had
too ilcli ta do ta wonder long ; iliere ivere bier three
ailier clîildrcn ta wake, andI ane af them, tliree-yeair-old
Burnie, ta bc drcssed ; wliile the twins, Fred and
Blerthta, whlo dresseti tbeniselvcs, neyer diti so until alter
l)cing stimiulatet b>' geat quantities of talk, which n'as
mlore exhîaustiv'e ilian tie %vark af dressing theni waould
be. 'l'len the kitclîen hand ta be visiteti, for the single
M~ayburn dainestie did not îvatch the dlock as closcly as
slic slîould, atnd if brcakfist %vas nat ready promiptly at
cight o'clock, papa caulti ual get ta lus office by ninie.
Soamn hîurriedly dresseti lierself, white papa y.-wnied
andi reniarked:-

Il Vbat a dreadful row ilînt bah>' kept up ibis ,narn.
ing ! '

Vesï," said innta.
Ohi," said papa, Il dit you bieat bier, taa ?'

ïManîtua did flot aris%'cr a wvord ; she dnly looktd au
papa, %wlio lookecd at lier, andi sav liow tiret bier eves
scenîed for so carly iii tbe miorning, so lie tald ber thant
lie ivas a fargetful brute, and it, lie ivisliet lie coult
afford a nurse ; then lie kissed miiîîîa'i.ts eyes, 'liil
scete ta belp) tbenî a great deal, for thcy lookcd
briglîter a moment or two Inter as, papa sauntered tawn
ta, tîe tuiing.rooîîî ta rendi tic miorning paper, whlite
inaînnia gave 'lThe lefftîl a crusu ta bus>' lier lips andi
quiet lier tangue, andi lurried into tbe îîext chainber ta
se tbat Fred andi Bertha ivere aw'ake, anti ta, dress lier
tbiree-year'old--her "' b)eel-.y," as slie callet inii, this
nante being tlîe diminutive of baby boy. She fauind
Bertha fast asleep, îvbile lier twvin brother, Fred, witb
anc stacking an, and lus trawvsers in lus lap, ivas reading
WVolf's Il Wilt Aiinîls,"' and sliivering ,niost indus-
triotuslî'.

-My deat boy,"' sait nianînia, at the saine tinic
sliaking Biertba ta rouse lier, Il put downr that book ibis
Instant1, andt dress ,urf 1 low can î'ou sit iete un-

trsi:,and renting, whlen à ib >o colto"
Wh'ly, yau sec. maia"said Fred, "I 1 had an

awftil (lre ani about 'a bear, andi 1 uliuglit I't look in tic
boo0k andi sec îvbat kind af anc i was. l'Il kuîoî ail
about ht in a minute, andl then l'il dress."

As fat Bertha, she wvas idie awake in an instant, afier
imnia bat toucliet lier, anti then niaimma ivent ta, lier

îlîre-yeair-ald's, crib, andt saw two big browîn eyes. ' hicli
%vere laoking very solenîn, but wlîiclî <?retw nIcrry enaougli
%iietn tiey san' ivîto 'v-as laaking into theni.

"Ha"' is niaîiîa'iis hecboy this îîîorning ? " asked
naninia, as sue pu lier hants on bis checks, andi kisset

uiiuii.
llabboker an' îigliuy," sit ute beehoy in retuîr.

IHe batd neyer reand lis aîvn mnme froin tlîe fantily record
iii the big Bible, anti lie bat scarcely ever heard t aid-
dresset ta bitui, sa lie coulti fot ho blanied far iiarning
himsclf, and aluliaugli flobboker is nat as nueladious a
nanlet as sain, andi is longer tItan others, anti no anc
knew whlat it nicautu, and ils owner hiniself declined ta
tell whlere lic gat it, lie neyer callcd hirnself anything
cise, anti gencrally spoke af hiniself in tlie tluird persan.

Wl'hat shali ;naninia do for lier beehoy ? " asked
111 îî.11 11.

Ka>' iie-vay Blloker," ias the answer, -anîd sa
niauîina took, or Il k-av "-cd Bobboker inilber amnis, and
preparet ta drcss litui, wlien she saîv that Berthia, stili in
lier niiglit-dre-ss, ivas reating.
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