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During the pasb week the trade has beow in
a turmoil and a state of trepidation with 1ro-
gawd to tho-price of colored cottons, and as &
consequenco sales by jobbers have been almost
nil. A certoin wholesale house in Toronto
enino ot oa the 18t of September with flavin,
fdvertisomont of reduced prices on “‘checks
shirtings,denims,cottonades and ﬂnnnolqttcs,”
and declared thoy wore prepared to-give ns-
x tonnding quotations. 'I'his announcement
t ol . wns what created tho turmoil aud trepidation.
; 4 In tho first place, the announcement im-
plied that flnnmelettes were furthor reduced
which was not thecase.  They wero redug
just after the passing of the now Canadian
tarif bill, and have remained steady over
since. .

In the second place, the announcement was
made in tho daily papers, which went into
the hands of consumers, and retailers wero
thus placed at a.disadvantage:;  Their custo-
mors were informed of declines in prices
months before they could recoive thess re-
ductions, Henco retail trade in these lines
has stagnated.  Had the announcement been
mado in a trade paper, it would have fallen
only into the hands of the trade, and itseffect
would have been much less disastrous  The
. common senso in these arguments will be an

> offectunl answer to any person who mighi

4  posibly say that this paragraph spoke one
word for the retailer and two foir the trade
journal,

In the third place, this announcement was
made in language so bold that it was mis-
leading. .

As everybody knows, there is a_combine in
Canada on cotton goods, and prices are nob
regulated by the .cost of production; ‘but by
other sots of circumstances, which include:
The protective duty levied on competing
goods by tho Canadian: government, and ilso
the prices provailing in ‘countries -which
manufacture cotton goods similar to those put
on the Canedian market by domestic-manu-
facturers. . :
Proofs of thia weraseen when the prices of

oys dropped after the readjustment of tha
%fmodian tariff in March. About April 1sp
the price of unbleached cottons dropped from
seven to ten per cent., because the duty was
lowered from one -cent. per syvare yard
and 15 per cent. to 22} per cent. Ai the smne
time a reduction of the duty on unbleached
from le per square yard and -15 per cent.
to 26 per cent., caused. an_ avorage re-
duetion. in  mill prices .of seven per
:.cont.  These changes were pointed ont in the
April issue of this journal, At the same time
, it was pointed out that the prices of colored
goods had “not.changed much.as yet,”” thus
showing that a change was -expected. Flan-
. nelettes -dropped considerably, as has been
mentioned, and linings were :also lowered
abou* & per cent., nlthough oh one line it
. was 123 per cent. These examples show that
prices are subject:to the tariff levies, and do
not necessarily conform to cost of production.

Nuw, a9 to the second contention that the
prices ave influenced by the prices.provailing
in the copntrics-who. have' similer’ goods for
sale, the present decline in colored goods is
offered as an exaswmple. The lowering of the
. Canadian duty would lead to an expectation
for a decline. But this -eduction
cannot wliolly oxplain 2 decliné ranning as
. moch a3 18 pes cent.  The fact w:’ixs;t}mt cot-

ton goods in the United States were at panic
¢ prices. Thedemand was not equal 'to_the

egon to be worked, and
Canads received bur share of attenti Chts
tons were being offered in clearanci

thelow prires in the states. The natural
consequenve was-that:the- Colored Catton Co.,

Olored Cottonia Docline. - -~

adian jobbeis-at 10 yar cent. lesvthan even '

in order to' provent jobbers loading up for
spring with United States jobsand cl.cnmnw{
dropped the prices of dentms, shirtings aud
cottoneiled. | . .

In proof of this assortion as to low prices in
tho Unitod States, Dun's Roviow, of Sopt. {xt,
says: ‘A compavicon of standard articles
clsowherogiven showsadecling in prico averng-
ing 17 por cont. sinco last year, and 24 per
conti sinca 1862y the toduction in some im-
portant fabiics bom%ﬂﬂ_ par cent."

Still prices in o United States are advan-
oing, Print cloths have gone un a quarter
and low grades of bleached cottois fully one-
cighth. Otis ¢l and Fxcolsior and
skripes ave up one-uorter.  With theso ad-
vances staring them in the face, the Canndian
Colored Cotton Co. might have held to their
ricas and avoided tho disastrons break thab
,lms occared. It may bo that the lowering
was decided upon before theve was an appre-
cinble change-or hope of chango in the United
States market. I 8o, the cireun stances must
e simply regurded as exceedingly unfortun-
ate.

A great many wholssalers in Toronto nre
of the opinion that did the colored cotton
manufactrers of Canada commenco to intro-
duce new styles and patterns they would have
. considorably less dificulty in unloading their
stock. Thoy are still makingz patterns that
had their original-in the infancy of tho in-
dusery. In fact, one wholesaler asserted that
ho sold o great many of the patterns whon he
firsb went into business in Englarid in 1859,
On tho other hand ons wholesaler said that
ho thought, on the wha's, thoy had done fair-
1y well.” Bat he is in a hopeless minority in
'lgomntoso far-as.this question is concerned.

Having thus seen the nature of the causes
+that effect prices of cotton goods fa Canada,
this re¢ent change in prices must be con-

sidered more fully.

The-change was intended at first to apply
only to delivered December 1st and
after, and:the new quotations were made to
jobber. with that view. But now it is likely
that it will apply-to all goods délivered after
October 1st. *No rebates will be allowed to
tho-jobber-by the Cotton Co., and hencs it
cannot be expected that the: retailers will xe-
.ceiveany from tho jobber. The lntter will
lose enough on present stocks without- giving
any rebate on govdshe has already sold. an
shipped. There islittle doubt, however, that
considerably closer prices can be obtained from
now until October 1st. The competition
- among wholesalers is top keen to maintain
 prices until the lash minute. : b

The decline varies ‘rom & to 20 por cent.,
-and shows that sither there-was proviously a
large margin-in these géods for the manu-
‘facturér, or that prices area now down to cost
of production. This lattér is undoubtedly
true, and the Dry Goods Review prophesies
higher prices on colored and groy cottors be:
fore another year tolls around. This will
be especially and vigorously true if the United
States manufacturers get busy eroughtohave
 their bands fully ocenpied with the'trade in
-their own corntry. Theo- cotton: companies
here arevirtually in control of the trade in
‘Canada so far as internal competition 13 con-
corned. As soon as foreign compotition: is
“romoved they will put the prices as‘high as
“they dare. L
A line of goods that formerly -sold at 83ciat
: tho mill is how sold at 7e, or-areduction of-18
per cent.  Anothex line that cost’ 1230 at thé
mills-is now-sold-at 104c, and: so on through

the list:- .

In ‘denims the reduction is- very considars
able, amounting -on some lines from 15 to18
por cent.  In shirtings the reduceions are not
56 Invge, and will average perhaps 74 per cent.,

boing 10 per cent. in some esdses, * "in_ cottons
ades the reduction is very considerable-and
runs all the way from:6t0:10 per cont.
- At thiess reduced “prices, retailers need hxi}“i
‘1o hesitation. in placing-heavy ovders, Prici

PRYL

. logued and a.llowmﬁor depreciation is one of

' ‘}Sﬁt}t‘féx‘ n

are bound to go wp agnin as spon as the nited
States pricea stiffen,  'This process hasatvendy
begun, two or threo well-known brands of
groy vottons have advanced from 74 to 10 per
cont. at the Tnited States mille,— Dry Guads
Reviow.

Dofacts in' Whito Lead

The Maritime Provinees have for wmany
years been acoustomed to the vory finest of
imported whito leads, and it is natural that
thoy should quickly find nit the faultsand im-
perfections in tho domestio product. Thiriano
doubt due to the closo prices at which the
Canadian grindors sell under the recent fierce
competition, Nearly every dealer is growling
becausa it is too voarse or heeause it is too fine,
There is no reason why both these complaints
shoulc st be met. It may bo necesary to
charge o triflo move for botter lead, but the
firm who did it can eventually get the trade,
In some other lines of business manufacturors
meet competition hy putting  cheapor brand
on the market, but steadily maintaining the
quality of their established brand. Doing so
often enhances the value of the old brand.

“Ancther grave fault,” remarked a west-
ern grinder who was spokon to regarding the
complaint of the Maritime Provinee dealers,
iz that the close prices of the ground lead
have forced manufacturers unwisely to buy
cheap grades of dry lend containing a largoe
percontage of joreign inatter, which is a great
detriment to tho body as well a3 to the grind-
ing of the article. Tho trouble with the
cheap dry lead is that the ivon or tho sulphur
has not been sufficiently extracted from it,
and where there thers is high percentage of
these foreign eloments the lead cannot bo

nd sufliciently fine. The complaint of
the Maritime Province peoplois well founded.”
—Hardware Merchant.

A Pair of Shop Hints.

The question is frequently arising in my
mind as to Whether shafting for shop purposes
is -not doomed to go. Isn’t it going to be
cheaper to string a copper wire to a tool, have
asmall motor built in with it and drive by
electricity than it is to turn o long line of
shafting several hundred feet in length and
keop it rovolving day it and day out, whether
there is any work being dane at the other end
of it or no? Some large shops have answered
Yes,” but the art is still in an experimental
stage and no one really knows, It seems rea-
sonable, and I am rather disposed to believe
it. But whether the eleotrical breakdowns of

.the motors will more than counterbalance

tho mechanical breakdowns of shafting and
belts xemains to be seen,
Taking care of patterns, kecping them cata-

the troublesome tasksof foundry work. An
apprentice or the foremun usually has the run
of the loft; ho knows where overything is,
and his head istheonly catalogue. But when
a pattarn is needed that has not been used for
sgveral years it is usually found to be so
dried and the glue hos parted in so many
places that the rush job has to wait until the
pattern maker has had a chance to do a day’s
work on the pattern. But the pattern loft is
under the roof, and to say that the air is hot
and dry is to express it mildly. I have found

“that good ventilation contributes mightily to

the welfare..of the patterus, and if” a large
shallow pan.-bo placed thae and kept filled

_with water a still further improvement will

bo noted, In one case I had & window in my
loft opening directly opposite the ex-

haust from the engine, and thesteam blowin,

-ix}xl‘ at the open wendow kept the air moist an
- the

patterns freefrom injury throug cheaking.
Nexg to this the shallow pan i the thing,
bt ‘dbovs all leb vhers be geod ventilation,—

. Dixiay
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