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To die' EdLor of ilic Comamercial.
About six wecks laavieg olaupted since Mr.

Van é.ieon's lest contribution ta titis discussion
appr.ared, sorne others af bis fa icnds and n-.yself
bcd bogaa te comclude that ho had bottn aeizod
by e fit af discretion, wbieh, had iL cone in
propor titan, would in ;ho opinion af not a fovi
have inducod hiiai ta stay eut of it altogether.
Thuis, liowevor, is bis affair, not ane. Mr. Van
Allen, by giviog tiais subject the ferai of a caoa-
trover8y having onabicd me ta secure an atten-
tion for rny rcrnarks which 1 ceuld oct otlier-
%vise have hopcd for, bias, as I have elrcady
statod, cerncd my gratitude. As te the relat-
ive soundness o! aur contentions, 1 Icave your
readors te jdge.

I bad a sort of sneaking impresaing ohtaincdl
front a re-porusai et chin correspondonce and
froni sorne commente whicbi I liad board, thet I
liaed rather lied the botter et the controeorsy.
Tis I was net vain eneugli to thir.k, -vas duc te
any other cause than the weakness of Mr. Van
Alloo'a case and a most unexpected display on
bis part ef a singuler Iack o! logicel acumon.
Under th se circurnatances iL wii ho easily un-
dorstood that I vies thunderstruck vihon I
lcarned trom Air. Van Allen's st -pistie thet
1 tad heen living in a fo's paradiso, aud that
I bad not only heen ne,« victorins, but that I
hait beon mest igneminioassly "donc up." Mr.
Van Allen shows most conclusiveiy, and te
bis ovin entire satisfaction, that ho bias turned
me et overy one of the cigbt peints inta wbich
ho divides bis emuasing quasi-judiciel summary
o! the case. I arn very certain tb3t the sur-
prise o! a good many o! yaur readers will bc n<
less than My oiven.

Thero la oniy anc point in Mr. Van A!ien'e
latest eff'usion vibicb cails for attention. This
le a question et fact. Tho incident reforrcd te
an my lest and whicb Mr. Van Allen character.
izes as " not se," was, as I oxplained, roeteal to
me by e roliablo oyewitnes. I bave sen this
gentleman since the appearance et AMc. Van
Ailen's letter. Ho reiterates the statement and
asserte its correctosesa and permuits me te gb-e
.%-. Van Allen bis name, which 1 enclose, and
viaich Mr. Van Allen can learn by referring te
your office. As my lantermaut is very easy et
acccss ta Mr. Van Allen. ho cen take the
"statutary decleration" it hie thinka necessary,
as I have donc ail that I arn callcd upon ta do
in ordor ta show the boita/îdes ef any reterence.
I migbt just edd thet 'tr. VaunAllon'isown ver-
nion o! the incident in question, in wiici ho
stateu that an order for one kind a! Arnerican
machines vas cancclled, and another order
placed for a difforent meke et Ainerican Mac-
hine, doea not go a long viay in support et bis
contention that tise Canadien macisino 18 cijual
ta the Ainerican, as the purciser (Mr. San«oer.
son) bas tise eputatian et bcbng oneofe tise
shrewdestnand anost progressive fariners in Man.
itaba. The rest of Mr. Van Allon's contribu-
tien la sianpiy a rchash et bis tavo provieus com-
munications in vihicis bo persistently maisappre-
bonds the real pointa o! discussion, as those ef
yonr readors ivill rememabor vise have talloved
tise dispute. Those vise have not I would ro-

fer to my two provioivi lettera ii botha cf wbicli
I Iciii with Mr. Van Allen's objections tî mny
statonaents. Going over the graaand e third
timie would bc both tiresoino and nnnocc8ary,
more especially as Mr. Vean Allen lu bis judi.
ciai capacity lias decidet tIait I have no case,
andl lias given suiggestive insiglit into, lis class-
ical erudition by inaking copions if soincwhat
irrelevent, citeaiculs froua tha* profotind philo.
sophical autliority E'li Perlaios. 1 trust 1 inay
witlaout imnpertinence suggcst to NIr. Van Allen
tlîo desirability of a leas exlusive devotion ta
literature cf thse stansp proaiuceti by Mr. Pur-
kins, as its influaence is alicady unhalapily ap-
parent in Mr. Van Allen's coitrovereiai fecul-
Lies, wbichi do net secin te have becai construet-
cd on any vcry herctalcaia model criginally.

My objeet, boviover, vies not to beudy
phrases wita Mr. Vau Allen. My diesign %%-es
te clcarly bring otit the fact thet the businesas of

ild Mr. N'an Allen iB, I amn pleesed te be-
lieve, a vory succeaufiali epresentative, is cou-
ductcd in a luenner which mnekes iL a menace to
tlae mnercatntile comnnunity. For tlicir inferior
position in regard ta collections, the mnerclienta
taenisolves arc ta lanie. Tlae miachine dealers
have profits enormousiy greater tlaan theirs,
yot thic machaine dealer la inveriably secuared
for evey dollar that the fanmer ovies bum. If
a fariner hias not enough te pay ail his liablities
hoe will, and as (xperictice lias sîaown, hoe dons
pay the creditor vibo is in the position which
enabies hi*ui ta conipel paynient. Titis means,
of course tlîat viheti the fariner has not enougha
ta go round ail bis crediters the reteil store-
keoper is the eue viho wili have te wait or lose.
Titis neces.4ity causes more insolvencies than ail
other ceuses combined. ls there any reeson
why tuai reteil nierchant %vho supplies the farta
er %vizli vhat lac cets and vihat hoe viars, and
geLs only a very moderato profit, shouid t.ske
virtually a gambiing chance of gctting paid,
whiist people vibo supply hirn witlî goods cer-
taiuly net anore necessary and in a great nseny
cases not nearly se mutch se, ani vilio seil theni
at bigla rates of profit, sbouid be absolutely se-
cured !If this ini neces8ary tlien no man cap-
able of ceasoning etrcct frona cause ehouid be
founait i the reta11 business. Wby caîunot a
merchant, viho supplies a fermner with bis
necessaries take security for thse ada-a es
whicb bie is compelled te meke? It is donc
elseviliere, why not herei

Again, Lheie is, except in rare cases, ne reg.
niar systern of cioaing accounats, whichi citera
mun foi meonthe wi'thout any acknowîedgement
ef the indebtedness by tlae debtor, or any inter-
est being cherged. The loss of interest on un
accouant vihici lues been running a year inaeo
aily reduce-s tlîe margin of profit, aiready sinait
enougla Lhrough stress cfover comnpetition. I t
will, ut course, be argued Llaat a rotait store.
keeper in tlis country <lare net ask a farmner
for a chatte> or other secaîrity as he would
therel-oy lsc lais trede. Tiais argaument would
not bc accurate ns, L) tact, as there are e few
cases ut mncrhànmts vho insist on acturities aftcr
the lapse of e certain Limte, and, by the way,
these merchants are inveriably succesaful.
But if the staterneait that a demanai
for security would cause e loss of the
custoer's trede were truc, wlat would it
mean ? Every farmner alinost without e'<cep.
Lion bias given security in sarne shape or other
ta lecas compainies, machine dealers, etc. If
ho wili give security for debtn liro tise and

refuses to givo a etorolceeper accutity for lais
doit te hlm, what is the prestamption ? Simply
tîllIt l10 viants tu bo in B Position teo 0(de1 pay.
ment of this debit if noceesary, or to take laid
ovin tiane to pay it, WVhen hie custon ors have
given security te othor emeditors is IL lUusius
for the rotait man to trust te chiance ? The ro-
suit of this sy8temn is too vieil knon. A largo
proportion of the rotait trade of this country is
tisaI up onl account of large items of book au-
conun their assoie, which arc ceilecteblo
only by the gond wil!, aaad iD the event of tho
good luck o! their custornors, and wih, if
collectedl by an assignee would probably realize
on an averaeo 10 to 15 conta on the dollar.

It ia ncccssary te do business in order ta site
ceel, but if is eti]i more necessary ta coilect.
The seliing o~f gonds without reasonable security
of psy ment se simiply shortsightod gembling.
The ancre fact that their purchasor en get
goods elseviero on his ovin termea as no excuse
for a merchant supplying tairn on thoe ternme.
It is no good reason for any man deing a fooiish
tlaing, thet Bone other will tako advantago of
aihe opportunity te do so if lie dectines. Thon
corntes the argument that ho mnight as vieil get
out of the business as refuse to do business on
principles which ho admits tw bo unsound and
unsafe. To which the reply is sirnply that if
ho cannot do business on business prineiles ho
would cortainiy li uuch botter ta geL eut, bc.
cause ho ean nover muake a suezcss on any other
plan. Ho can go on seliing goods and making
profits-on papier. But vihen ho wishes te turn
thoe papor profits into barnt cash a disillubion-
ising proces8 le et band.

If ail the creditors of the fermner viore unse.
cured and on an equai footing theo rotait nier-
chant would stili be at a disadvantege compar-
c<I with the machine agent, on accouant of tho
comparative narrovines of bis profits. But
vihen the machine people hold seourîty the
position of the unsclired rotait morchent is
precerlous and absurd. Tho credit systoin o!
Canada is vicions and unrcasoning and is of
course the main ceuse of tho hurniiatingiy
largo proportion o! insolvencies which discredit
tihe country. A thorougli revolution contd
oraiy bo effected by conibincd action the pros-
pect for îvbicb is aimost bopeleas in viovi of the
ahsurdly largo number of people " In husi.
neas, " B many of vibon have no business
training or capacity. Such 'lbusiness mon" 1
do not addreas. The notion that they contd
ho turocd inta possibly successful. competîtors
of the machine peoplo in coliecting by any de-
monstretion of tho airniessness of their prescrit
methods would bc e vain one. Tlaey wiii tneet
thfeir fate irrevocebly deereod for ail suais as
tbey, and notbing cen savo thora freni It but
timcly retirernent, and tboy nover do retire In
tume. 1 invite the attention of ail mon WiOU np
and shrewd in a gencrai way viho frota force of
a bad custon i îave given toit little close exani-
ination ino this subject 0! collccting, ana Wiho
in their desirc te do business vibere compatition
is keen are apt te study the suscoptibilltie-o of
tbeir custarners tue mu ch. Collection la tho
consurnrating proces of tise %vhole buainess. If
iL is nlot cffectually donc tise busiacas cannot
succcd no matter bow woli othor branches of
it rnay bo atteaaded ta. Collecting enu nover bc
affccted properly wihite a nierchent accepte as a
reason for non-payrnent ù' tise accouant due bum
tlaat the debtor bas hiabilities ta trncot ta other
creditars vise bold security. The preponter'
ousnes of such a piea is borne on Its face.


