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the annual dinner ai the association, oNving ta the 1-buse being

iii session ; and extcnding a cordial invitation, on bielialf ai Mrs.
Edgar and birnself, ta the members ai the association ta caîl
and take a cul) ai tea with lier, in tlîe Speaker's cîatnbcrs, at 5
o'clock iii the aiternoon. The invitation was unanimously
accepted.

An invitation, fram Mr. F. I-I. St. Jacques, for the members
ta take a trip ta Ayîmer, by electric railway, and lunich with bini
ri the Victaria hotel, Aylmer, ivas received. Also ant invitation
from Mr. %V. FI. Rowley, on beliali ai the E. B. Eddy Ca., for the
miembers ta visit the îvorks ai the company, at Hitill. Mr.
Saper, af thc Ottawa Railway Ca., also wrote placing special
cars at the disposaI ai tlie members, ta eniable them ta reacli
Government Hause, and alsa for a trip araund the city. In
cannectian with tlîe above communication, the presidetit ex-
plained that lie bad, an behiaîffaicu association, accepted an
itivitatian fram His Excellcncy ta attend a receptian at Gaverai-
ment House, framn 9 ta i i p.m. on Friday niglit. Thîis action
ai the president ivas unanimously endorsed and the offer ai Mr.
Saper ivas received with tbanks.

The following gentlemen were appointed by tbe president a
committee an resolutians: 'Messrs. H. P. Moore, P. D. Ross,
W. S. Ditigman, J. S. %Villison and S. Russell.

The Presldent's Address.
The president, on rising ta read bis annual address, ivas

receivcd witb applause. He said: IlBefare reading nîy address
1 desire ta draîv attention ta the fact tbat a tîumber ai
getntlemen are present îvbo have been nominated as members ai
the association and wvbase naianes have passed thic executive
committee. Amang tbcm are Mr. Brennan, ai Summerside,
P.E.I.; also, 1 understand, the praprietar ai The Cauricr, ai
Digby, althaugh I have nat yct hiad the pleasure ai meeting
bim. For the first time, I tbink, 've have tlîe pleasure ai seeing
the praprietar of one oi the aId Frenclb.Canadian dailies, 1 refer
ta Mr. L. J. Tarte, wbo is, I knaw, gaing ta make an enthusi-
astic miember. We have also MNu. Lance, a former president ai
tbe Eastern Townships Press Association, and this aiternoon we
will have present President Smnith, of The St. Johns News, and
also, I understand, 15 ar 20 other members ai thie association."
(Applause). The president then read hiî annual address as
follows

GrENTLEI.%EN,-It gives me great pleasure ta welcome the mcm-
bers ai the Canadian Press Association asscmbled for the fortietb
annual meeting.

Unlortunately, 1 mnust preface my rcmarks by exprcssing the very
deep regret wbich I féed at the inadcquatc amou nt af wark performed
by me during my term, af office, owing ta rny absence abroad. The
vcry important changes in the fiscal policy oi Canada were ai sucb
great interest ta newspaper publishers tlîat 1 ivent ta England vcry
slîortly aiter those changes were announced and was awvay for over
six snonths. This visit, 1 anm glad ta say, gave me the apportunity
ai pcrforming, in sanie measure, the duties which I owed ta my jour-
nalistic confireres and the united press ai Canada.

Generally speaking tbe year just closcd bas been a satisfactary
ane for tbe newspapers ai Canada. Increascd exports and mining
dcvelopments duri!ig the last few years bave matcrially împrovcd the
condition of ail classes, and no interest is sa quickly affected by %vary-
ing trade conditions as the publishing industry. The result ai this is
especially seen in the wveek.y papers aIl aven Canada wbicb bave
been able ta inake a very mnarked adtance in mechanical facilities,
imipravcd typographical appearance and a better news service.

From 7 x 9 offices, up dirty lancs, on back strccts, with a newspaper
as a necessary andi perhaps evil adjunct to a job printing establishi
ment, the inoutbipiecc af the local politicians with personal ends to
serve, tbey have devcloped in the last fcw years inta important andl
profitable business cnterprises, edited by men of ability, indepen.
dence and public spirit, untrainelled by party and wielding an influ-
coce for good, and, in tlie niajority of cases. occupying palatial
offices in the choicest quai terof the tawn. Thc cditors, in iiost cases,
instend of being subservient ta the politicians are naw consulted by
tbem in every dctail of political policy, by sone ai theni even before
they acccpt a tatle, before themselves taking any personalaction. lu1
fact, many leading politicians af the present day oive themr dîscovery
and political success ta the liard workîng journalist who is scarcely
knowvn on tbe Street.

The feair that the lowv.priccd city wcekly would Seriously injure
the local wvceklies bas passed away, and experience proves that
tbe public are willing ta pay a gond price for a gond newvspap..r. It
is wvorthy af note that tbe large dailies have now practically dropped
regular ncws from the country districts. The smnaller <lailies are
taking this up extensively, in a bni paragrapb style that reflects
credit uipon them, but tbe local field still rernicins ta be worked by
tbe local wveekly. I tbink this association lias played an important
part in brîngîng about the impravement in tbe papers and greater
independence in their tone. It is at any rate a remarkable caînci-
dence that tbe bcst papers, cspecially in Ontario, are controlled by
tbe members ai tbe Press Association.

1.1IltEI. 1.LGISLATION.

In considering the matter ai libel legislation, 1 was given ta
understand that the ameudments asked for by tbe association ta
tbe Ontario Civil Law af Libel would be introduced in the legisla-
turc, but for sorte occult reýason no action ivas taken. Several ai
the memnbers ai tbis association have suffered severely and unjustly
under the Criminal Act, and I may mention thatjohn King. Q.C.,
with bis usual kindncss, bas preparcd some amendments wvhicb, if
adopted, will afford relief in future.

NEWvSPAPEit Pf9STA(;E.

\Vitb regard ta, ncwspapcr postage, 1 gave tbe Postmaster.
General a capy af tbe resolutian adopted at the annual meeting
requesting bim ta take no action during tbe last session ai Parbia-
ment, in order ta give tbe publisbers an apportunity ai thorougbly
considering tbe matter. Tbis lie kindly consentcd ta do. The
resalutian was sent ta every publisher in Canada, and aIl the
numerous corinments arc favorable ta it. 1 believe tbe Postmaster.
General intends tbis year asking l>arliament ta impose postage. It
is for you ta decide at this meeting wvhether any further action
should be taken.

IMPROVE!) CABL?. SERVICE.

/There bas been no meeting ai the committce ta consider an
improvcd cable service. In England 1 secured aIl tbe information
possible.

I bad a number ai interviews witb tbc manager ai tbe Associ. ~
ated Press, and found bim willing and anxious ta do cverytbing in
bis power ta assist in tbis matter. He complains ai the diificulty
in gctting more special Canadian news. and denies that there is
anything biased or uniriendly ta Britisb interests in anytbing they
send. out. If the service is sametimes unjust ta British intercsts, as
many dlaim, and 1 confess facts scem ta prove it, il, is tbe result af
padding in tbe United States. I amn given ta understand that aur
Goverrument, recagnizing this fact and bclieving it ta be in the
interests ai Canada ta bave a good, direct service, they are prcparcd
ta consider a liberal grant ai mancy ta enable the association ta put
sucb a scbemc on a proper and paying basis. T.. Australian press
have a system ta wbicb aIl papers coiitribute. ltcost5 them about
$ îoa,ooa annually. Canada could establislb an independent systern

March' 1898


