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Chicage Lumber.

It becomes apparent as the scason advances the lumber mer:
chants at leading points are not, as the phrase goes, climbing
over cach other intheir anxlety to secure stock for their yards,
Thete have been some heavy purchases made, it Is true, but
when it Is possible to get at the bottom of these transactions it
is usually discovered that they were made on n hasis somewhat
ore favorable to the huyers than the current prices for
bulk lumber at the market. Trades have been heard of in

which large blncks of mock have changed hands in the log at i

fully $1 below the figuees which were paid for the same kind
of lumlm a year ago. Thowe who are buying heavily are
prohbly gellmb an average on their purchase of somewhere
about this sum below the 1887 prices.  This theaty of the
situation is measurably confirmed by the reported weakness of
the great bulk supply point for the cast—the Saginaw
Valley—where all good stock is from $1 to $2 off from the
opening prices.  Some of the shrewdest jobbers and most
sarclul obscevers of the conditions of the trade are convinced
that they can supply themselves with about all the lumber
they can find sale for at figures that will give them a fuii dollar
difference in their profit accounts if they succeed in making
a sclling average equal to last year.  While there 15 some
doult a3 to the latier point, the situation is not hopeless in this
respect.  Lumber is weak at distributing points, but a strong
effort later in the season, after the heavy buying has been done,
inay enable operators to recover the little ground now lost.

THE FRIENDS OF FREE LUMBER.

Inthe congressional debate on the lumber schedule in the
ariff bill, Messrs. \Weaver, of Jowa, and Wilson, of Minne.
sotn, made arguments {avorable to free Jumber, in which they
expressed themselves ns follows :

Mr. \Weaver—Mr. Chairman, the venerable gentleman {from
Pennsylvania {Mr. Kellyl and the gentieman from Maine [Mr,
Reed] cannot both be right.  The gentleman from Penmi:
vania appeals to the committee not to destroy the Juml
industey of this coantry. How can it destroy this indus..
if the other coutention of the gentleman be correct that the
price of lumber is not increased by the tariff?  The gentleman
from Maine contends that the price of lumber will not be
affected.  Then § say what harm is there in placing lumber on
the free lict?

The gentleman from Maine took good care not to deny that
the lumber interests are combined ina *“trust * for the pur-
pose of limiting the supply and controlling the prices of lumber.
It is not onl) true--historically true, and 1 refer gentlemen, to
an article in the North dAmeritan Reviewe, by Me. Lloyd, as
far back as 1884, and to a recent work published by William
C. Cook, of the New York har; it is not only true that
this lumber intetest is engaged in a st 5 to limit the
supply, and control the price, but it is also true that they
contzo} the local dealers, and require them to sell at a
schedule price also.

And, sir, by reason of their further combination with the
transportation monopolics, no man can engage in the lumber
business without the consent of the Lumber Trust, and the
transportation companies, which tozether constitute one of the
nost enconscionable trusts ever organiz+d in this or any other
country. 1t is organized for the purpose of plundering the
penple who are far remaved from the great centers of lumber
manufacture, I challenge the gentleman to deny before the
Amnerican people that this lumber industry is engagedin a
trust, the object of which is to absalutely determine who may,
and who may not deal in lumber, to limit the pro‘tuction, and
to control the price—a criminal organization at common law
because in the nature of a conspiracy in, restraint of trade.

Now, as an appeal has bLeen made in behall of these
“qrusts " Ly gentlemen on the ather side of the House, Istand
here and inake wmy appeal in behalf of the people of the west
who consume this lumber. Lzt this trust take its clutch from
the throats of the people, and quit robbing the consumer. Let
them pay some respect to other peopie’s industrics, which
are just as sacred, and should bz as inviolable as their own.

Now, I wish to call the attention of gentlemen to the fact
that the law of 1883 also put railroad ties of wood on the free
Yist.  The railroads buy them ready hewn in Canada, made
by cheap Canadian labor, ship them over here by the million,
and thus they obtain cheap ties for their ronds.  But they are
unwilling 1 treat the people with equal fairness. The same
law puts the lumber which my constituents must use in con-
structing their houses, their granaries, and their barns on the
dutiable list at the rate of from $2 to $3 per theusand feet.
This is an unmitigated shame.

It isa phin disceimination in favor of the railroads and
against the farmers and builders.  This bill, sir, 1 a broad
and catholic spirit, treats the monopolics and people exactly
alike. It puts the lumber of the poor man upon the free list
and atihe same time it leaves the railrond e on that list also.

Mr. Wilson,, of .\Hnncxoln—\\'nll my friend pcrmll a suge
gestion? The gentleman from Malne made a point which
seemed difficult to answer, but ifany one ¢an answer it the
gentleman from lowa can. He said that if tals duty were
taken off, the lumbermen of Canada, who are not one-fifth as
wealthy as ours, would overwhelm us and run us out of the
market.  How can you answer that 2

M. Weaver—That overwhelms me.  Ask me an casy one.
I teemble for my fecble country and her infant industrics.
Why try to answer such an arguinent?2 1t is a mere chimera
! of the brain and wholly absurd, It answers itsclf,

Mr. Wilson~But I do not wish, Mr. Chaitman, to be in-
i ternupted,

Allow me 10 say, sir, in this watter that the propenty invest-
, cdin the lumber interest equally tn my friend’s district and
in my locality within the last fifteen years has risen in value
toan catent I am sure of not less than 300 to 500 per cent.y
whereas the praperty of the agricultural community, who are
compelled to pay $2 a thousand feet to support and enrich
this Jumber interest, has not risen 1 per cent.

These are the facts for our consideration.  And yet this tariff
law compels the agriculturists, men who purchase from the
lumbermen, to pay a heavy tribute to them ; and I repeat that
within the last fifteen years this agriculiural property has not
gisen 1 per cent. to match the increase of 300 to 500 per cent.
which this protection has afforded to the lumbermen. It is
time that this condition of things was brought toan end, Tt
is time that we stopped making these poor men support the
millionarics. To keep up any longer this state of things is
simply to legalize irjusiice, and although some of my best
friends in the world are manufacturers of lumber I cannot vote
to sustain this condition of things.

From remarks ot Mr. Quthwaite, of Ohio.  Take the state
of Maine ; total valuc of sawed lumber, $7,933,868 ; total
value of materials $4,951,957 ; and this estimate of material
is, of course, at the high price that the manufactuzérs adopt
as their cstimate.  Take the one sym from the other and you
have remaining $2,951,911.  From this subtract the amount
of wages paid and divide the remainder by the capital, and it
gives you 2834 par cent. on the capital invested. Take the
number of cmployees engaged in that business, and divide that
inta the total wages paid, and you get as the wages paid to a
Jumberman during one year $170. In other words, Mr.
Chairman, & man working during the year in this business in
the State of Maine gets for his subsistence $170, while the
capitalist upon every $1,000 invested gets a return of $2835.
Is not that. a spectacle to show how protection benefits the
laborer ?

From the same page let us read the figures of the State of
Michigan. The amount of wages paid there, as shown hy a
similar calculation, is in the lumber business $305 per year,
the percentage upon capital invested is 33.7.  In other waoide
the laborer during the year gets $305, while the eapitalist
upon each $1,000 invested gets $337, or 832 more than the
other laborer receives.

Mr. Retd—That portion of our tumber which is not pro-
duced in the United States is obeained solely from Canada.
In the United States twenty-four thousand wmillion feet of
lumber are cut ; the proportion imported from Canada is only
about 224 per cent. and it would be very difficult to make it
10 per cent., under the most favorable circumstances.  Now,
I donot expect to effect many of the members on the other
side by the consideration I ami about to submit ; but 1 do say
to them that if they were business men, with business eduea.
uion, they would see at once from these figures that there is
no possibility of lessening the cost of lumber and material
for houses by letting in Canada lumber.  The sole effect of it
will be that there will be just so much added tuv the price of
Canada lumber, just so much added to the price of
Canada **limits. ” This bill doss not touch that ; and the
result will be that whatever amount of money may by reason
of this bill fail to go into the treasury of the United States
will go into the pockets either of Canadian subjeets or of
Ammerican subjects who have had the wisdom to purchase lands
in Canacda—cxcept on the Pacitic coast, where, by competition
with Chinese labor, it is quitc possible some damage may he
done 1o the American industry.

. SAWDUST TURNING INTO SOIL.

Did any of Zhe Zimberman readers ever make a study of
sawdust turning inio suil? Douotless many have, in some
measure, given the idea a passing thought, but have not
watched the action of nature in resolving back again into its
original elements the capital she had lent out over a thousand
years ago, 10 build up the stock in trade of n pine tree. The
study is one of cngrossing interest, and its results are well
worthy of a brief notice in these columns.  Twenty-five years
ago, East Saginaw, Mich., was a scattering hamlet, built here
and there among ard along the edges of swamps and bayous,

ki A A P e o Ao s s s =

bordering the Saginaw river, The sawdust and debris of the
mills werc used to fill up these incqualities, more for the purpose
of getting rid of the annoying accumulations, than for any well
detined knowledge of the value of such material, or its possibile
use as a future soll, From year to year the work went on.
The swamps and bayous were filled up, and soil was spread
on top of the sawdust of variable thicknesses, from sixtecn
inches to two feet, Strange, as it may seem, there was no
settling of the ground, and heavy buildings were crected upon
the soil thus made.  These bulldings are the Lest in the city,
and snow no cracked walls,  Sewers are dug through what
was formerly a bed of sawdust, and while traces of the original
material can yet be found, still there is a clear evidence of the
transformation process going on, beheld {ncach shovel of
matter thrown out, It would be difticult to fully and clearly
explain this process. It looks as though the exudations rising
up from bheneath the over-lying dcbris are continually acting
as distilling clements, by which the granules of sawlust gather
to themselves carth incrustations, and finally become a
homogencous conglomeration of original soil without under-
going the action of decomposition.  This hypothesis may not
be any clearer than mud, but it is certain that onc of the
finest and most substantial cities in Michigan, rests sccured to-
day on a bed of sawdust, which latter has resolved itself back
into it ariginal clements within a quarter of a century.  Can
any one account for this 2—Chicagy Timberman.
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MIDLAND'S NEW PLANING MILL.

Atthe head of our beautiful bay, says the Midland Free
Press, stands the most complete and best arranged planing mill
in the Dominion, being built after the style of A. S, Mariam’s
mill of Quincy, 1L, which is considered one of the best in the
United States.  Messrs. Paterson & Hall commenced to build
on the gth of April and will have their mi!l ready for work
this weck. The main building is 20a54 ft. stone foundation,
sides and roof covered with iron and practically fireproof.
The engine house 30x32 fi. is built of stone and covered with
metallic roofing.  Adjoining the engmc house is a shaving
vault also of brick and stone, capable of holding threz days”
shavings, and' in case of fire can, by pipes from the hoiler,
be instantly filled with live stcam, one ¢~ tbe most cffective
agents 10 extinguish fire.  The machinery consists of a double
cylinder Lightning Matcher, capacity from twenty to thirty
thousand a day. One No. o Sticker, capacity 10,000 lineal

feet per day.  One 26 inch Double Surfacer capacity ; 40,000
feet.  One Re-Sawer, and one Gang Rip, capacity 20,000

fect. The Re-Sawer was manufactured by an American firm.
and the rest of the machinery is of Canadian production. To
cach machine is attached an automatic indicator which measures
the lumber asit passes through.  The boiler is made of steel
54 inches by 12 feet and 54-horse power.  The engine is 312

x.0 eylinder, slide valve, and about 45-horse power.  Engine
and boiler were manufactured at the Toronto Engine Works.
The shafting, with patent adjustable hangers, is all under the
floor as a precaution against accident, as it does away with
over-head belting ; the pulleys are known as the Dodge wond-
split pulleys and are considered the finest made.  The mill will
be kept clean by a large Sturtevant fan, which by mecans of
exhaust pipes, carries all refuse direct from the wmachinesto the
shaving vault, from which it passes through a hopper bottom
and is deposited convenient to the furnace door.  The dock in
connection with this mili is 202 feet Jong and 45 feet wide,
and after the dredging is done vessels may load or unload at
the end or cither sides. A rystem of live rolls worked by a
chain gear will run down the centre full length of dock, and
convey the lumber to the nancrs as itis sorted.  After passing
through the machines the tumber is conveyed by tolls into cars
on their own siding, or In case cars are not ready it is passed
across the track to a large shed whereit is protected from the
weather for the time being.” The object Messrs. Paterson &
1all have in view in erecting their mill here is to supply the
Ontario market with every description of dressed lumber
and moldings and their enterprise will prove a boon to the
builders of Toronto and other large places, but mors especially
to those contractors who do notown planing mills, Itis the
intention of this firm to introduce into this country the long
leaf yellow pine of Gerorgia, which makes a very handsome
finish for buildings, and will be brought here hy vessels from
Chicago, but the principal part of the lumber handled will be
cut in the mills of the Georgian Bay. It is expected that the
mill will dress about 8,000,000 feet annually, but the proprictors
will handle two or three miilion feet besides.  The foreman of
the mill, Mr. Wm. Pratt, has the reputation of being one of the
best planing mill menin Canada, and was formerly employed
by Withrow & Hillock, Toronte. The mill will be running
shortly and as they have a stock of 1,000,000 fect of scasoned
lumber on hand, parties ordering can.rely upon prompt:ship-
ments.




