THE CRITIC.
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Sho wruug hoer hands, but no muymur passed hor lips, eave that it was
lier fault—all hor fault— the prico of hor #in,

#Vano,” she said, “ you must not tell Lady Darroll what you eamo to
ask mo. Sho must know that you are hors only to eay good-by. I would
rather koop her in ignorauco ; she will be tho happior for not knowiug.”

Was ovor anything scon liko that love and that sorrow —tho love of two
noble souls, two noble hearts, aud the sorrow that parting moro bittor thau
doath brought upon thom? IXvon Miss Hastings did not know until long
after Sir Vano waa gone of tho sacrifice Pauline had made in the brave
ondoavour to atone for her sin,

She novor forgot the agony of that paiting—how Sir Vaue stood before
them, pale, worn, and sad, improssing ono thing on thom all—caro for his
darling. Iven to Lady Darrell, the frail, delicate iuvalid, whose feoble stock
of strougth seor.ed to be derived from Pauline, ho gave many charges

“ It will bo s0 loug before I sve her again,” ho said ; ““ but you will keep
her safely for mo.”

« T almost wonder,” said Lady Darrell, ¢ why you do not ask Pauline to
accompany you, Six Vano. For my own sako, I am most seltishly glad that
you havo not dono so ~I should soon dio without her.”

They lookod at each other, tho two who were giving up so much for her,
but spokono word.

Sir Vano was obliged to roturn to London that samo day. Ho spoke of
seoing Paulino again, but sto objected—it would only be a rencwal of most
bitter aud hopeless sorrow. So thoy bade cach othor furewell under tho
limo-trees. ‘The bitter yot swoet memos; of it lasted them for life.

Miss llastings undorstood somowlat of the pain it would cause, but,
with hor gontle considoration, sho thought it best to leave Pauline for a
timo, Hours afterward sho wont in search of hor, and found hor under the
limes, wooping and moaning for the atonomont sho had made for her sin.

CHAPTER XLIIL
LADY DARRELL’S WILL.

Two yoars passod away, aud Siv Vane St. Lawronce's circutnstances wero

rapidly iinproving ; his letters wero constant and choerful—ho spoke always
of tho time when ho should come home and claim Tuuliue for his wife.
She only sighed as sho read the hopoeful words, for she had resolved that
duty should bo hor watch-word while Lady Darrell lived—even should the
frail, feeblo lifo last for fifty years, she would never leave hor.
* Thore came to hier chill doubts and fears, dim, vague forobodings that
sho should nover ses Vane again—that their last partiug was forover ; not
that she doubtod him, but that it scomed hopeless to think he would wait
until her hair was gray, and the light of hor youth kad leoft her.

Never mind—sho had done hor duty ; she had sinnnd, but she had made
tho noblest atonement possible for her sin.

Two years had passed, and the summor was diawing to a closo.  To thoso
who loved and tended hor it soemed that Lady Darrell’s life was closing
with it. Even Lady Hampton had cuased to speak hopofully, and Darrell
Court was gloomy with the shadow of tho angel of death.

Thoro came an evening whon carth was vory lovely—when the gold of
tho seiting sun, the breath of the western wind, the fragrinco of the flowers,
the ripplo of the fountains, the song of the birds, weso all beantiful beyond
words to toll ; and Iady Darrell, who had lain watching the smiling summer
heavens, said ¢

I should liko gnco more to soe the sun set, Pauline. I should like to
sit at tho window, and watch tho moon riso.”

“ o you shall,” responded Pauline. ¢ You are a fairy queen.
have but to wish, and the wigh is granted.”

Lady Darroll siniled—no one over made her sinile except Paualine ; but
the fulfillment of the wish was not so easy after all. Lady Hanton'’s fore-
hoding was realized. Tady Darrell might have recovered from her long,
serious illness but that hor mother’s complaint, the deadly inheritance of
consumption, had seized upon hor and was gradually destroyiug her.

It was no easy matter now to dress the wasted figure ;but Pauline seemed
to have the strength, the energy of twenty nurses. She was always wiiling,
always cheorful, always ready ; night and d1v seemed alike to hor; sho would
look at hor hands, and say:

“ Oh} Elinor, I wish I could give you one half my strongth—one half
my lifo !*

“ Do you ? Pauline, if you conld give ma half your lite, would you doso?”

¢« As willingly as I am now speaking to you,” she would answor.

‘They dressod tho poor lady, wheso delicato beauty had faded liko zome
summoer flower. She sat in tho window in a soft nest of cushions which
Paulivo had propared for hor, hor wasted hands folded, her worn faco brigh-
toned with tho summer sunshine. She was very silont and thoughtful for
somg time, and then Pauline, fearing that she was dull, knelt in the fashion
that was usual to horat Lady Darroll’s fect, and held the wasted hands in hers,

“What are you thinking about, Elinor3” sho asked. *somcthing as
bright as tho sun shinot”

Iady Darrell siniled.

¢ T was just faucying to myself that ovory blossom of that whito wag-
nolia scomed like a finger beckoning mo away,” sho said; “and I was
thinking also how full of mistakes life is, and how plainly they can bo seon
whon wo como to die.”

Paulino kissed the thin fingors. Lady Darrell wont on.

T can seo my own greal mistako, Paulino. I should mot have married
Sir Oswald. I had nolove for him—not the loast in the world ; I married
him only for positiva and fortune. I should have taken your warniug, and
not have como botween your unele and you.

(Tu le Comtinued.)
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A3~ Stamps Cleaned, Altered and Repaired.

1893 1803.
IMPERIATL

Fire Insurance Company,

OF LONDON, G. B.
Established, A D, 1803,
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W. & C.SILVER.

Wholesale Entrance, No. 11 GeorgoSt.

NEW ACADIAN HOTEL.
GRANVILLE ST., HALIFAX, N. S,
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