THE CRITIC

Canadlans who have a finauncial interest in phosphate mines have now a
cause for jubilation. A cheap American phosphate or apatite has during
the last year been competivg with the Canadian niticle fv the Britieh
merket, and the phospbate mines of Florida and South Carolina have bzen
threatening to deatroy the entire Canadian trade with Great Britain, The
Amerlcan phospbate is now found to be most inferior and impure, and
British buyers arc all returning to the Canadian markets. As there is but
littlo of this valuable mineral found outside of Canada, and as our Cauvadi n
mines are being rapidly developed, a prosperous future seems assured to the
mine-owners,

Mr. Gladstone's trouble with the Irish members will soon begin, If
they are not satisfied with their treatment they are strong enough to frus-
trate many measures in which they as Irishmen are not ioterested. The
same i8 true of the Scotch and Welsh members, who, by combining, may
effectually block local bills in which they can have no particular interest,
It is therefore suggested that the Irish membera shall be allowed to vote
only on Irlsh questions, and when Iwgerial measures are beiog discussed.
If this method were adopted for the members for Scotland, for Wales, and for
England, a simple and direct method of legislation would be attained.
The obvious difficulties would be in defining the actual jurisdiction of each
member, and‘the uproar which ia all probability would be aroused by this
narrowing of the representative's power.

There are few Canadians who do not feel that the election of Cleveland
augurs futare good for Canada, where the advantages of the McKinley bill
have never been felt. Legislation is proverbially slow, and although
McKinley may rule for a few months, yet he will certainly bave to go.
Among the interesting features of the late campaign has been the similar
positions of the candidates. Each had enjoyed a term of cffice, and while
struggling for a second term each knew that at the close of the four
years of office he must retire to private life, A president has never
held office for more than two terms, and in the late election both men recog-
nized the fact and dealt directly with the people of to-day, instead of
shrewdly lookiog out for an extended term of cflice. Clevelaud enjoys
the unique distinction of being the fivst defeated candidate who has won
back success. Long life and good luck to him!

A washerwomen’s festival, 8 most anique fé¢te In its way, recently took
place among the colored congregation of a Maryland chaich. Thirty
washerwomen marched to the music of a brass band to the pioe grove, which
was to be the scene of action. Fires were built and kettles swung, and then
the contest began in earnest. The clothes were doused, rubbed aud ricsed
in most approved fashion, and while they were drying in the open air the
workers and the spectators adjourned to the vestry of the church, where
this practical illustration of the proverb that ¢ cleanliness is next to godli-
ness’’ was well impressed upon them. Later in the day the ironing com-
petition began, and a committer was sppointed to decide on the best
Jaundress. A competition of this kiod, if intrcduced in Halifax, might
inspire our city washerwomen with a desire to reform, and to send home no
more yellow, grimy garments which are not suggestive of soap and water.

One would think that the puzzliog, baffling intricacies of the L. s. @.
monetary system would soon become unbeaiable to our British cousius,
and that they would begin to gee the full advantage of the decimal system
of our dollars and cents. The cumbersome coins with which we have been
obliged to burden ourselves when in Eogland rise before our memories—
the massive peonies, the bothersome threo penny, six-penny, shilling and
crown pieces, and the absence of the convenient though uncleanly bank-
note, Sir John Evans now proposes to make the British currency still more
intricate by introducing a thirty-shilling piece, atd probably the fifteen-
shilling piece as well, on the ground that the new issue would in some
recondite way be an economy to the mint, The coin would, in our estima-
tion, be simply an added abnoyance to an already complex system—the
soverelgn, the forty-shilling and the hundred shilling-colns ate all in use, in
addition to the numerous small pieces of the realm, and on behslf of the
travelling public we protest against the proposed innovation,

For some time past it has been the policy of Russia to keep alive all
the jealousy and race-feeling between the people of the Balkan Provinces
of Roumsnia, Servia, Bulgaria and Greece. A peaceful federation of these
minor powers would be a galling curb to the Czar, and would effzctually
blockade the Russian road to Constantinople, Trifling dissensions are
fapned at once into State quarrels, which are usunally referred to and settled
by Russian arbiters. A curious dispute is now going on in which Roumania
and Greecce are takipg ac active part. Ose M. Zappa, a Greek merchant
resident in Roumania died recently, leaving a large fortune, which he
bequeathed to the varlous pbilanthropic institutions of Greece. The laws
of Roumanpia, however, do not permit the transfer cf property to foreign
legatees, and the Government has seized the estate, holding it in trust for
the heirs of the deceased. King Charles of Roumania, who is by all odds
the most plucky of the Balksn rulers, ignores the claim which Tricuupis,
Premier of Greece, is pressiog for the possezsion of the State, and declines
to submit the matter to arbitration. The result of the contest will of course
in the end be the decision of Russia in javor of Grecce, and the Rouman-
fan laws of inheritance will be ignored. This iz but one of couatless
squabbles which will continue uotil the “little nations" unite in some
fixed policy of withstanding Russia’s enctoachments.

The government of 8 kingdom during a long regenoy is a thankless task,
50 historiaus have told us3, and .o the Queon regent of Spain is fiading to
her cost. The pecople take a lively interest in their precocious little
sovercign, and aro in a way loyal to him, though many of them disapprove
of the courtly atmosphere in which he is being brought up, Ouly last
weck at Granada great preparations were made for the reception of the boy-
kicg, when bis mother, fearful perhaps of the excitable people, refused to
allow him to visit the city. Ao angry mob, on heariog of the refusal, tore
down the handsome arches which had been erected for the reception, set
fire to several Government buildings, and attacked the private houses of

‘several supporters of the Goveroment, with cries of ** Long live the

Republic.” The disaflection spread aleo to Madvid, where open rioting
was indulged in on the Parade, The Governor of Gravada and the Mayor
of Madrid havo each received dismisssl as a vicarious punishment for the
misdeeds of the citizzns—a summary method of sctiling the dispute which
is not adapted to appease the people.

Duriog the early part of this year the great strike of the colliers tsused
great misery among the poor of Great Britain, and the coming struggle
between the employees and the employers of the cotton m lis of: England
promises to be {ull as disastrous. There are 44,000,000 tpindles in the
factories of England. About half the number are controlled by a masters'
federation, composed of mill-owners, who will form a eolid resistance
against the demands of the workers. Somo 14,000 spindles are now
standiog idle. The epioners have also a well-organized union of 24 ooo
skilled operatives, snd in addition thare are g ooo spinners still at work who
contribute four shillings a week each to tne funds f the strikers, A
reserve fund of £120,000 is also at the service of the strikers. Thero has
been a break already 1o the owners' federation, as the great manufacturing
firm at Bolton declines to cut wages—they attribute their satisfactory finau-
cial position to the fact that they do not use American but the cheaper
Egyptian cotton. Itis to be hoped that matters may be adjusted satis-
factorily before the inclement weather of winter prevails,

Denmark seems to have salisfactorily solved a problem which has been
perplexing philanthropists for the past generation. A discrimioation i3
made by the new poor law between the vicious, demented and vagrant
poor, and those who, notwithstanding their exertions, are reduced to
poverly, The paupers of the first classes are to be accommodited in the
ordinary workhouses apd asylums, but the citcumitavces of applicints of
the second class are to be carefully ioquired iote. Any Danish subjzet
who can point to an honorable record, and who, after attaining the age of
sixty years, is io absolute need, is to be cared for by the State, either by his
relaives in his own home or in some suitable insiitution such as.a home
for the aged. The pension in either case continues only dutrieg good
behaviour on the part of the pensioner, and as io many cases the pension
need only be a paitial one, money which would necessarily be spent in
building and supporting enormous ssyluws and poor houses, is actually
saved to the State, while a more considerate treatment is assured to those
who, through no fault of their own, were thrown in their old age upon the
tender mercies of the ancient poor laws.

The increasing number of divorces granted in the law courts of the
United States is forever being discussed by both the clergy and the press,
but no practical solution of the difficulty has ag yet been given. After all,
divorces are not so numerous as we are accustomed to consider them, as
they average not more than one per cent a year. It is oot improbable that
the number of golden weddings which are annually celebrated is greater
than the number of divorces applied for. But the same evil which hss
caused the comparative popularity of divorce in the neighboring Republic
is at work in our own Dominicn. Improper marriages are the feeders of
the divorce courts. Marriage is easy and cheap. The tramp who begs
from door to door finds no difficulty in haviog the marriage ceremony read
over himself and some infatuated girl. Youog people, whose united abilities
are not great enongh to earn s single livelthood, think it great fun to elope,
being either unaware or careless of the solemn vows which they are taking
upon themselves. The wooder is, when we consider the numb:r of
imprudeot marriages which every day take place, that the numbear of
divorces is not much greater. A little paternal care on the part of the
Goverpment officials who issue marriage licenses might be b:neficial ia its
results,

Although the recent Italian elections have resulted in the recurn of
Premier Geolitti, yet the victory is by no meaas a decisive one. G:olitti 18
pledged to an economical administration of affairs, and his first duty wul
be to cut down to one-balf their number those Governuent officials whose
offices sre mere sinecures. Further than this he probably will nut dare to
go-—in fact it is doubtful if his conntrymen will allow hit to take moro than
the Initial steps necessary for reform. Ex-Premier Crispi was at one tims
fa.ly as popular as his successor, but he lost prestige whean he endeavored to
bring about reform ; nor was Premicer di Rudini a whit more successful io
his attempt at solving the problem. The financlal state of Italy cou'd
hardly be worso than at present. The miintenance of the artuy and pavy,
according to the terms of the triple allfance, is a constaat drainon the 1rea-
sury, and the harboss, roads, railways and bridges are in urgeat need of
funds for repairs or for development. Uuless Siguor Geolitti 18 an exceed-
ingly shrewd politiclan he will speedily be i hot water. Elther he must
carry out his sgreement hoaorab’y to tbe letter, or he witl by a wavering policy
bring farther evils on the pcople who have chosen him as their premier.

Your best chance to be cured of Indigestion
Is by Trying K. D. C,

K. D. €. Relieves and Cures. :
K. D. C. quickly relicves and positively Cures Indigestion. !




