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HOME AND FARM.

Herx aND Tnene.—Activo farming work must now boe engaged in in
risht goodd carnest, and, until the crops are all in, wo will have to take
sdvaniaze of every fino day, working early and late. Wo must not leave
our husiness for a half-holiday in town or u teawp up the flshing stream.
These cius be left for a more opportune period, and wo should nct allow
,nythi;g to call us oft from the work of planting, upon which so much
depends.

p";‘ho fumer who is up boforo daylight in these oarly spring days, and
hus to work until the sun sinks bohind the western hills, is aftur all one of
the happiost mien in the world. His position is one of comparative inde-

ndence. Ho is not called upon to work for the advantage of othors
exclusively ; nor is ho directed in his work by nrbitary managers and bosses,
he is 8 free mav, and hundreds of those who are pent up within factories or
machino-shops, or engaged in tho more confining occupationa incident to
city srd town lifo, would glidly exchauge their positious for one in which
sctive outdoor exercise would give thom an opportunity to inhale tho sweet
balmy air of a bright spring morning in the country.

Some of the fresh butter which is now exposed for sale in tho Halifax
markets is evidently of suporior make, it3 flavor and color are all that could
be wished for, while tho prico is large enough to please even a dairyman’s
heart.  Speaking about butter reminds us that the oleomargarine manufac-
tuters «n the United States, having found that their business his bheen
wriously interfered with by the law. which obliges them to stimp the
product as oleornrgarine, now propose to retaliste upon butter-makeis by
wcuring the passage of a law to prevont the use of coloring matter in dairy
totter, We heartly wish them success, anl could wish that the same law
spplied in Nova Scotia ; for coloring buttor is deceptive, and although wo
know it has como to be generally practised, it is quito unnecessary whero the
cream is rich ; and it is certainly unfiir to market butter thus colored, as
equal in every respect to thut mudo from the milk of Jorsvy cows

A large wholesalo dealer in Halifux iu spoaking a few days since about
the Cauadian butter which is sold in this market, said that our farmers'
wives should see to it that moro care was taken in the making and wlting
of butter, and that cur country packers should not be so cireless about the
{ubs in which it was put up. The farmers in Cape Breton could readily
obtain remunerative prices for their butter in Halifax were it packed in
proper tubs. With a few notable exceptions, Cape Iireton butter was
packed in tubs which, when it came to bo used, hid acquired a decidedly
objectionable flivor froms tho mew wood of tho tuh. This, he said, had
frequently preveuted siles being made, which could have otherwise hoen

easily arranged.

Poraro CuLTURE —A letter on potato culture, written by Mr. P. 1.
Rinney to the Yarmouth Zmes, will no doubt be valuable to furmers in other
wctions.  Mr. Kinney says:—

There appears to be uo practical limit to the possibilitios of resaarch in
the varivus fields of human kuowledge, and in no direction is this more
observablo than in that of agriculture. Although it is tho most primitive
occupstion of man, and has held, and must always cuntinue to hold, the
106t important place of all occupations, it has not madoe that progress which
would naturally he expected. DBut the present genoration has witnessed as
remarkable au advanco iu this as in other departments of knowledge, and
especially is thia the cass during tho.pist fow years, Every season some
pew practical truths are drawn from that greit lahoratory of nature, in
response to the keen questioning of scientific investigation.

Only a few seasons since, the important fact, known here aud there by a
few agriculturists, was practiually and widely civculated by a leading farm
jourual of the United States, that in the cultivation of the votato, it was a
sound scientific principle to apply manures or fertilizers on top of tho seed,
instead of following the primitive and almost universal practice of putting
the seed on top of tho manure. Tho writer was struck with the apparent
teasonableness of the plan, and after testing it in a small way was so fully
convinced of its advautages that he contracted with a furmer of this county
{0 raise several hundred buehels of potatoes, following out strictly the details
given by the most successful growers. The result fully met his expectations,
and dissipated the doubts of the farmer and hiz neighbors who incredulously
waiched the experimeut. JI.ast season we obtained equally satisfactory
tesults on a atil! more extended seale, and with different kinds of fertilizers
aud manures. Qther growors tried the new way of manuting, aud in cvery
instance reported were rewarded with good, aud even extraordiuary crops,
the yield in some cases being from one (uarter to one half greator than by the
ol systen, Such .great difterence, however, wust be regarded as excep-

© tioual, the average being say 10 to 15 per cent. Even this rate of increase
. isof very great importance, und when reckoned on the whole product of
. this country, repressnts a money value of many thousands of dollars. It is

1o be hoped, that as the potato crop is of such magnitude, this and other
improvements in the methods of cultivation may bo more genorahy adopted,
thereby adding to the return for labor and monny expended something to
offset the dull sale and low prices of the present time.

Any inquiries as to details in regard to tho above matter, which your
agricultural subscribera mav be disposed to make, will bo prowuptly and
cheerfully answered, either verbally or by letter.

Strps AND Pr.aNTING.—A chapter on seed planting is nover amiss, If
there is one thiug of paramount importance in vegetable gardening it is the
thurough preparation of the seed-bed. It is even more importaut to garden
than to fi«ld-crops that the soil be thoroughly cultivated before the seed is
put 1 the ground, and if this fact was more generally recogunized amnd

practised tho frequent canso for compliint that sceds fail to gorminate
during loug continued dry weather wonld ha largely removed. The purity
of tho scod “is tnken for grantad, as they can and ought to bo tested, not
ouly for their germnuting qualities, but for their genunineneas of kind, before
planting. If this is dons thero will he little difficulty in distinguishing the
differout varioties when they come up, and in keoping plants that aro of
the sune familios a sufficiant distance apart. As is woll-known a plant gets
all of its nourishment from tho soed until tho leaves reach the surface and
oxpand in the opon air. It thon begins to draw its nourishment from tho
soil  If tho seeds are planted too doep it will take a much longer time for
them to reach tho surfuce, and, consequently, their growth is counsiderably
retarded.  From a sciontific and practical point of view shallow planting is
tho hest. Potatoos and peas are oftan covered threo inches or wmore, but in
this caso tho seed is larger and contiins more nutiimont, which will not he
oxhauatdd bofore the plant reches sunlight. Tho very small delicato seeds
should hardly be coverud from sight, aud costainly not planted several
inches in the ground.

Tho time for spring planting dapanids upon the weather, and not upon
any fixed date of the mimth  ‘I'he best rule ie that as soon as the ground
can Lo workaed, tho soed shoull by pnt in,  Ono groat fault of our northern
climate i3 that the season of growth is of too short duration for many crops,
and the carlier tho seed can be put in the ground the hatter thoy will bo ofl’
in tha end. Corn, for instance, will ho of the lirgest and finest growth that
iz planted early in the season and has a longer timae to transform soil into
stover and grain.  After tho frost iz out of the ground, the land should be
worked at once ; but this is often made impossible owiug to tho accumula-
tion of water un it, which must hive tima to settle down and leach through
the soil. This often takes from a day or two to severil wocks, nccording to
the composition of the earth. But all this time the farmer is losing valnable
time, The clear, ewrly spring weither is proving of no value whatever to
him, althougtt the weads and noxious vines are fraolv making uss of it. T'o
surmount this ditficaity the finld should be drained on the surfacs, and thus
an earlior start obtained  Nearly overy land requires surface drmising in
the apring, nnd the advantages derived from such work can never he over-
estimated. Furrows nny be drawn from the centre of the field to eich
side, and from thence through the sods of the fence-rows to lower ground
off the cultivated field. If there are many steop slopes and low places, the
need of surfeey draining is all the greater.  Very shallow furrows should ba
driwn on the hillsides, as gullics will be formed by the running water if
they are 1do tov prominont.  Guallies aro always disagrosibla thinzgs to have
in o fisld, as water will naturally flow into them the whols summer long,
and will often ciuse considerable damage to the plante,  When ridge: run
round the hitlsides, the water will be dammed up, and the fountiin head
of gullice formed. ‘These should Lo cirefully drained, and the water
condueted off the fiold by a series of shallow drains.

Of course, early prature is acknowledged by all to be desivable, and this
can be obtainud only hy sowing the grass seeds very early. Tha sooner the
land is prepared for these soeds tho better chance will the planis hava of
ottgrowing the weeds, and oventually of crowding them out of oxistencs,
but early pasture does not mesn turning tho stock on it az sson a3 it is high
enough for the animala to oitit.  In addition to trampling dowo the tender
plante anil atunting their growth, this practics would alsy prove of little
benefit to the cittlo xo far as nutriment i3 concerned. The animals do not
fatten off it, but quite frequently 1ise Hlesh. Youug grass contiins a greater
proportion of water than anything else, and bat little nutriment.

If the =il i3 well caltivated it is batter to puat in tha seeds right after a
rain. ‘They will thon ba supplied with the necessary amount of moisture,
anel little tisk will b ruu of having them washad out by another rain a day
or two after planting. If considerable rain falls right after sends are planted
many of them will frequently rot in the wet soil The practice of soaking
seeds which is adopted by many farmora is little botter than uscless. Seeds
thus snaked will be more liable to rot than those put in dry, and if serds are
planted right aftor a rainfall they will germinate as quickly as those that
have been soiked. Gro. I, Warsh,

————

Meriobs oF Restonrixg Ouo Lice Gooos 1o TiEelR ORrioiNat Cotor.—
The following singular method of treating old and valuable lace goods 3o as
to rostore them to their original shade of color and condition is said to
hava bsen ouo of the ssctet nrocesses used by Purisian dyors but now
wado pablic in the Farbsr Zeitung The lace is lightly ironed to
smooth it, then fulded with ciro aud sewn up in a linen bag, which
is thun suspendsd in pure olive oil for twonty-four hours; the oil
drained off withsut disturbiug thy lace, aud then asltogether placed for
fifteen minutes in hot soap w1 water, then in warm water, and lastly in cold
water contiinin a little boile1 starch, aud agaia drained. The lace is now
tsken out of the linen bag and dried in a stretched state upon frames

provided with needles.

ADVICE TO MOTHERS, —Are you disturbed at night and broken of your rest Ly a sick
cbild suffering and crying with y'sln of Cutting Teesh ? If s send at once and pot a bottle

) V't X $ * for Children Teething. Its value is e.
of ** Mrs. Winslow's Soothing Syrup,” for (mnDemnd fx oon 1t mothere; there e 1o

It will relieve tiie poor little sufferer immediately. by

wistake about it It curex Dysentery and Diarrhas, regulates the Stomach and
cures Wind Colic, softens tlmy(}um.c.):'mlueea Inflamination, and gives tone and ensrgy to
the whole system. ** Mrs. Wiuslow's Soothing Syrup® for children teething is pleasant to
the taats aud is the preacription of one of the oldest and Lest female physisisns and nuress
in the United States, and is for sale by all druggists throughout the warld, Pdg'o twenty-
five cents & hottle, De sure and ask for * Mus. Winsr.ow’s SeoTRING Sr2up," and take

no other kind, A CARD

To all wh uffering from the errars and indiscretions of youth, nervous woeaknoss
oarly deeay, loss. of manhomd, etc., T will sead & recipe that will cure you, FREE OF
CHARGE. Tuis great renedy was discovered Ly a missionaty in South Ameries. Send
» self-adiressed envelope to the Rev, Josxrn T. InuaN, Station D, New York City,



