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THE NEW SIXTUH SENSE.

The scientific discoveries of the age have prepared the public mind for
the acceptance of new and startling truths, but it is doubtful whether the
Psychological theories advanced by the authois of a recenly published
work, entitled “ Phantasms of the Living,” will find the public prepared to
accept as true the conclusions which they have arrived at, ns o the existence
of a sixth sense in human beings: but the work will, nevertheless, be eagerly
read by the thousands who believe it possible for thought and feelings to be
transmitted from the mind of one person to another by ather means thun
through the recogniced chanucls of sense.  Many a person has, upon more
than one occasion, been surprised to hear some one ju the saine room give
expression to the very thought that had passed through their mind au
instant before.  ‘I'he Psychological Society believe that there is a distinct
sense by which the thoughts of one mind are transmitted to another, and
they believe that they have collected sufficient data to show this sense may
be cultivated. We notice the names of many distinguished divines and
acientific men nre enrolled upon the Society's list of members, aong others,
Professor Baltour Stewart, President, the Bishops of Carlisle and Ripon,
lord Rayleigh, and Professor Henry Sidgwick. *‘T'he Phantasms of the
Living" is published by Messrs. ‘Fritbner.  ‘The work consists of two large
volumes, containing upwards of Goo pages each. ‘I'he authors hope, by
the publication of numerous ohserved and verified facts bearing upon tele-
pathy, to gain for it a legitimate place within the field of sciemtific research.
Whether their object will be accomplished remains to be seen. It would
certainly be phenomenonal for the human race to discover that all the gene
rations, from Adam down, have been living in profound ignorance of the
new sixth sense. Voltaive evidedtly appreciated the need mankind has for
a multiplication of the senses, for in one of his tales, he makes a traveller
ask of one of the inhabitants of Sirius, “ how many senses have you?"
“ S;\'cnl)‘-lwo." is the repiy. “ and every day we live we regret that we have
so few."”
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RUSSIAN JOURNALISM.

‘The obstacles placed in the way of' journalistic enterprise in Russia, and
especially the system of strict governmental surveillance, render it well nigh
marvellous that the Russian people enjoy a press of any description, not to
speak of an independent one. The proprictor of a Russian newspaper must
first obtain a license to print, then deposit 2,500 roubles (31,875) as caution
money, and then submit to a_system of admenitions, two of which imply
suspension for two months. 1t is only by courting the pratection of influ
ential men that a paper can hope to survive the harassing of givernment
censorship.  Arlicles must be submitted to the censars at least thiee days
before being printed, and as there are no censors in the provincial towns,
the two capitals almost monopolize the very precarious pursuit of Russian
journalism. Moscow and St. Petersburg themselves possess a considerable
number of ably edited newspapers and reviews. The most promineut arc
the Golos, (Voice), the organ of the Czar's intimate friends; the Junrnel il
St. Petersbaurg, published in French, under the :egis of the Chaucellor:
the Inralide, supported by the war office ; the Jtus<ian Waorld, supported by
the Czarowitch ; the Odexza Mezeeny r, and the Moscor Gazette 1t is in
the literary reviews that one must ook for that freedom of utterance in
which the daily press dare not indulge. Under cover of a critical review
most of the cutting social and political satire finds circulation. The gov-
ernment supervision.is much less severe upon the reviewer than upon the
journalist, and many 2 political leader of the most dangerous type 1s dove-
tailed into a piece of well-written literary criticism.  Despotism is always a
fertile sail for evasive strategy. Most of these reviews are recking with
infidelity and the most levelling social theories. The essayists are great
admirers of Darwin and Renan, and in their political teachings will go a
length which the writers who inspired them never dreamt of.  The avidiy
with which atheistic and nihilisuc views are welcomed by the readers of
these journals is the most dangerous symptom in the sccial and political
malady which makes Russiz, in spite of her apparent strength, the second
¢ Sick Man " in Lurope.
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THE WINTER PORT.

After many days of weary waiting, of that * hope deferred which maketh
the hearnt sick,” the problem has been successfully solved, and Halifax
has become in deed as well as i name the Wiater Port of the Dominion.
In spite of its magnificent harbor, with its noble approach and great
depth of water, allowing stcamships of the largest class to load and unload
at its wharves without being inconvenienced by the rising or the falling of
the tide ; in spite of its immunity from heavy gales, the cheapness of its
port charges, its large coal supply, and its being the nearest port to Eurape ;
in spite of all these great natural advantages Halifax has cxperienced a
slow and fluctuating growth, while other Atlantic ports with only a tithe of
its advantages have attained to enormous proportions and have hecome the
centres of trade and commerce. There were two main reasons for this
comparative stagnation: the want of a fertile and populous country in close
proximity, and the absence of rail communication with Quebee, Ontario,
and the other great farming countries of the West.  The completion of the
Intorcolonial railway removed the last and by far tiie most serions obstacle
to the city’s advancement, and had duc wisdom at first been displayed in
the management of the road Halifax might have been enjoying for the past
ten or twelve years the full benefits of the great through trade between the
West and Europe, instead of, as now, just beginning to feel its influence.
The railway had been constructed with the avowed object of building up
the trade between the West and the Maritime Provinces, and making Hali-

fax the Winter Porl ot iic Dominion.  Uor military and local reasons a1
long and tortuous route had been selected, which greatly increased the dis
tance to Quebee and Montreal: but the road wasa government one, with
na sharcholders to appease, built solely to focter interprovineial and foreign
trade, and if the intentions of the promoters of the enterpeise had been
carried out & QT of throngh 1ates to comprete with Portland shonld have
been adopted. But anfortmately Mr. Bradges, with his famous on infamen

commercial policy, appeared on the seenes and under his mwanagoment the
Intercolonial became a mere local route, and the trade of il vas
mjured instead of being increased.  Much was expected when a change of
government took place, but although the new adainistration fulfilled it
prowises in regard to building the deep water terminus, erecting the eleva

tor, and placing cvery facility in the way of the cpeedy and cconomical
handhing of freight, 1t was som2 time hefore it grasped the troe situation ol
afiairs. The Canada Pacifie was in course of constiuction and the resour-
ces of the Dominion were beiny strained o their utmost to complete thal
great work, 1t was a lile and death struggle.  To halt on the way, to leave
any portion of the road wncompleted, would have been a breach of its
pledues, would have destroyed the utility of the andertaking, and would
have likely brought about a grave financial crisis  With « wisdem and
Jdetermination that are worthy of unstinted praise the gocernment pushed
the work to completion.  The successful opening of the Canadi- n Pacitic and
its purchase Sf rail connection 10 Quebee removed the last obstacle indthe:
way of through trade over the Intercolmil. “ffie Grand ‘Trank was inte

rested in the success of its Portland * ranch, and bad naturally throwa every
obstacle in the way of the Halifax 1onte. The competition of the Canad
‘acific neatralized this opposition, and nothing that the govermment conld
remedy stood in the way of 1lalifax becoming the Wiater Poart Not only
that, bhut through the liberality of parliament and the push of the directors
of the Canada Pacific, a shart line to Mortreal is now beine ¢omstructed

The governmem having done all m i's pwer to make "alilax the
Winter  Port, all that was needed o reap e benelits
was individual enterprise on the part of our merchant,  The honr
had arrived, and fortunately the man or men were forthcoming  The links
had all been forzed but they had 19 bz wnited. and Mesas, Pickford and
Black deserve the credit of having completed the ohiin,  “Pncir expericnce
as forwarders and steamship agents bad couvinead them thaty in vrder
to divert traffic this way, through rates nust be given direct finw the point
of shipment to the point of delivery  The Intcreolonia! "his met th.m
more than half way  According to Mr Pukfond's evidence before the
commissioners of railways he named the rate at which the steannships
would carry grain and the Intercolomal based e tiroagi rate o thit, s,
in reality, the rajiway authoritics made the abeough rate.  Mr. Pickford
says . We commenced with comparatisely aatll <fipments but they have
been increasing year by vear.  This year we have bheen shipping mam ali
through the summer, and withow referring ta et T<houkd sy we prah

ably ship 30.000 bushels per wonth en an average™  The importance o
the facts disclosed by Mr. Pickford's (vidence canant be over esimated, s
they prove that 2 new era has duwped apon Halifax, and that if the present
through rates manted by the Intercolosis are properiv taken advantage of
the comuerctal supremacy of the city is ssured. i that the most criha
siastic Halifaxians expected wis tha, ou~ aty woull becomt the winter
port: Mr. Pickford's cvidence shows teat grain can be shippd this way
even in sumter.  The low rates off red by the htercolonisi, which croal

ers claimed would prove wnrenmnerative, have been shown in practice to
act in the opposite way.  The traffic of the road has Lagly inereased, and
the flour Ireights, which had becn maaopolized by I3 siton, now come direet
by rail. ‘The coal, fish and lumber *ride have afl bzea stimulated, and the
soundness of the governments raiiway policy thewoughly proved M.
Joszph Seeton, from his long experiznce awl matur=d judgment in business
matters, was able to give the raihway connts izt nany uselul hines, and
he showed conclusively the negessity of 1 shdnes serbs ol Taongh rtes w
meet the exigencies of competiion fram rival toutes.

The feasibility of making Halifax the Winter Pt is pow astablished
beyond a doubt, and it is only necessary to perfees the detuls ¢ order 1o
reap the full advantage.  Nature has cast eur haibor ia ber raadest moald.
and its great advantag=s can only b demonstrated by the wse of the best
facilities that the world affords.  \We need a line of the largest and fastest
steamships, lightaing express trains to storten the time to New York and
Movtreal, and rapid transit for perishable freight.  Give us these wlvantages
and the ocean mails will be sent and received trom and at tis port. passenger
trafiic will he diverted this way, competing lines ot sicamers will give o
importers the benefit of the lowest fraights, and our cuy will svon hecoun
the greatest Atlantic port on this continent.  We neld tear no rivals. Oar
progresaive sister city of St. John will be greatly benetited by the comple-
tion of the short line, but the great lines of oczan steamships will never
consent to make her harbor their terminal point  Louisburg and Sydney
arc bound to do a greatly increased summer trade, hut the masses of ice
that block up the eoast in winter and spring will prevent them emering the
lists against us. We hold the key to the situation, and nothing but our
apathy and stupidity can deprive us of it. Al classes and panies should
rejoice over the wreat future in store for us  Both Liberal and Conservative
governments pushed on the work of completing the Intercolonial.  No one
party can clam it as its owva.  Mr. Thomas Kenny, of “Dbitfer regret”
fame, and the Hon. Alfred lones, who, as member of parhament. stated
that it was impossible to make Halifax the Winter Port, ean now shake
hands and confess - the ane that there is now no cause for regret ; the other
that he was wrong, as Halifax has becons the Winter Punt of the Dominton.
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Oul of 700,000 passengers on British railways last year only 1co wete

killed : in addition 857 cmployees, trespassers, or suicides were killed.




