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nection between the army and any, particu
lar districts ; also notio betweon the regular
regiments and the rescrve men who have
passed through them.  Fho ngo of conscrip-
tion is twent, one, and all men attnining to
that age in.any one year, who may not havo
boen among the 100.000 drawn for the avmy
aro enrolled in the Garde Nationale Mobile,
in wlich they continue fire yoars. These
remain at their honies, and the only military
duty requiredof them by tholuw in ordinary
times is the performance of fifteen drills in
each year, with the jroviso that no drill
shall take them from their homes for more
than one night.  This part of the law how-
over, has never been enforced. as the pre-
sent war has found tho Garde Mobile totally
untrained. In timoe of war the Garde Mo-
bilo are to be employed in garrison duty,
in guarding commuanications orin furnishing
reinforcements to the field army.

Of the 100,000 recruits drawn yearly for
the army T0,000 are at once drafted into the
ranks, while the remaining 30,000 are onrol
led in the firs¢ reserre, in which they con-
tinue for nine years, no military service
being exacted during peace, cxcept that
they shall be dnlled during five months in
each of the first two years. At the conclus-
ion of the nine vears theyaro discharged.
‘Lhese are the men, as implied by the title
of tho first reserve, who are first taken to
complete the regular regiments to their pro-
per strength ut tho commencement of a
war.

The 70,000 drafted into the ranks, after
completing five years service, are enrolled in
tho second reserre, and continue therein fer
Joxr years; after which they are held to
havo ful 1led their military obligations, and
are finaily discbarged.

In contrasting the comparalive prepared
ness for war of the French and Prussian sys-
tems, General Trochu eulogises that terri-
torial organization of thelatter, by means of
which the different corps, divisions and bri.
gades, with their proper material, field
equipment and staff; are constantly and per-
manently acting together, and with their
proper reinforcements in reserve, are main
tained always in & condition to take the
field on tho order to mobilize. Such a sys-
tem gives advantages of all kinds inthe
preparation of war, which can thus be carri.
ed on without throwing the country and tho
army into a state of violent agitation by
sudden and exceplional efforts, which have
the serious evil of disclosing beforehand in-
tentions it is of vital importance to conceal
10 tho last moment.

In his remarks on the Intendence, Gen.
Tyochu says :—

“]1 faut, pour ctre bon forgeron, avoir
forge tout sa vie,” - To be a good adminis-
trator, one should have passed his wholo
life in the study and practice of business.

He, therefore, considers it a serious error
that the heads of tho Intendence, the regu-
lators of the existence of the French armies
in the field, should bo superannuated gen-
arals! and that all their subordinate func-
tionaries, having passscd a great part of
their lives as officers or sub-olficers of tho
army, can haye no knowledge of the opera-
tions- of trade by which alono supply can ad-
justitself todemand. During the Italian
campaign of 71859, tho troops were often
without bread in onoof the richest corn pro-
ducing covatries in Europe. Biscuit was
equally -deficient. In the Crimea the In-
tendence bruke down so completely that
recourse was obliged to be had to a great
commercial houseat Marseilles, which hence-
forth successfully supplidd the wants of tho
army.

THE VOLUNTEER REV.XEW.

It is porhaps superfluous to make such !to the folléxv:lxxg terms . Admission of liabili-
copious extracts relating to tho systems of

Prussia and Prance; but, as we can onlv
estimato the degroo of excollence of our own
system when comparing it with that of older
and mora advanced nations, takingintothat
consideration the difference between these
countries as regards their requirements for
defensive organization and the circumstan
ces of the peoplo, it is perhaps wall that the
opportunity for making such comparisons is
aftorded us from time to time.

Our organization is in many respects un
like cither of tho two systems referred to,
but approaches pearer to that of the Prus-
sian than of tho French, and, as far as we
have gone, the provisions of the law are, no
doubt, more in accord with the spiritof our
institutions and the circumstances of our
people, thanoither of these systems swounld
prove, if adopted pure and simple, but there
aro many points of detail in which wo aro
wanting, and it becomes our duty to tako
advantagoe of the knowledge placed within
our reach, let it come from whatever source
it may.

It may be well, under all the circumstan.
ces, for such an ambitious country as Prus
sia i3, to insist upon a lengthened period of
drill, and an almost universal training of
the young men of ‘the country, but then,
she has a population of 30,000, and is, in our
sense of the word, without an extendel ter-
ritory in proportion to that population; in
consequence, labour is cheap and abundant.
But in Canada, with a population of only
4,000,000, and a desiro only to guard the
rie" she is permitted to enjoy, the caso is
dir . nt. Qer territoryis considerablo in
extunt, her population is sparseand the win-
ters long, which requires as a necessary con-
sequence, the concentration of a consider-
able portion of the agricultural operations
of the year within theso months during
which drill can only be successfully carried
on in camps ; the result.is that during that
portion of the year there is an estra demand
for agricultural labour at high rates. Be-
sides this, the fact of our having such an
abuadance of uncultivated land for sale at
low prices, and in many instances it_is ac-
tually given away to actual settlers, ten:ds
to give the labourof able bodied militiamen
a2 commercial valuo in the eyes of the peo-
pie.  As by settling on these lands and
without extraordinary effort, any ndustri-
ous man can in a few years make a cowfor-
tablo home and independence for himself,
ho helps to make work in the rural districts
more plentiful, and labor of all kinds more
difficult toprocure. It turns out, therefore,
that o necessity prevuils for every eligible
militiaman to have some occupation or cal-
ling, and it matters not what that occupa-
tion or calling may be, the moro important
1t is the greater the necessity for his becom-
ing, through personal knowledge of all the
details, able torely upon his own head and
hands for perseveringindusiry to carry him
safely through. The man of capital equally
with tho man of more moderate means, has
ample occupation, ond henee the difficulty
arises as to the exact extent the industry of
the country can bo diverted from these pur-
suils for purposes of drill and training.

(To be continued.)

The impracticability of treating with the
United States as to tho .{labama claims
scems to be insurmountable. Certain of

tho politicians appear determined that no.

peaceful result shall bo arrived at. Ii is

said that Great Britain has actually volun-

teercd even after tho gross and offensive

blundering of American aunthoritios, to agreo
~
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ty and payment of all claims so far as ro-
gards the Alabama, subnmission to arbitra.
ltion 80 far as regards the cases of the She-
(uandoah, Ilorida, Georgia aud other South-
ern privateers ; agreement o a treaty bind.
ing tho powers to prevent the sailing of ves.
scls {rom their ports whoso mission Is to en-
danger the friendly state (of course under
penalties.) But the moment these terms
nre proposed, up rise the Senators of the
{ Butlor school in Committes, and declare
! that as Britain is obviously afraid of being
whipped into almighty smash, the U.8,, like
aTurkish huckster, must immediately raise
her terms. And what, will it be guessed, is
the compensation that thesegentlemen have
tho hardihood to propose 7—not in & stump
spoech, or at arevival meeting, or at a-com.
plimentary dinner, but inall the gravity of
official conclavo. Wby, nothing more or
less than that no money indemnity shall be
accepted of England, but that she shall be
compelled to give up a portion of her Cana-
dian territory, in order that the Anrerican
Euglo may trinmphantly shriek over it be-
fore rotiving to hisJoncly couchin the bosom
of the setting sun! That's all the Eastern
mombers wish—at present.—Monireal Ga-
zelte,

A New Gux-carriage.—It is understood
that thera is some idea of forming mitrait.
leuse batteries in India. The gun is to be
mounted on and fired from & camel’s back
the latter kuceling down at the word
‘“action.” At present this idea is not even
inan experimontal stage; but in all pro-
bability such trials will be made. ‘This re-
minds us of an amusing story connected
with the Ordnance Select Comumittee. 1t
wasat one time proposed to fird mountain
guns off the backs of mules that carried
them. It was urged.that this would obviate
the necessity of dismounting the gun from
the mules batk and mouating it on its car-
riage; a mountain battery could thus comae
into action in farless time. ‘This proposal
was warmly taken up by the committee, who
proceeded to test its fpasibility. A mule or
donkey was procured, and asmall gan strap-
ped frmly to a cradle resting on the pack-
saddle, so that the muzzle of the weapon
pointed over thedonkey's tail, The animal
so the story goes, was then led into the
marshes at Woolwich, accompanied by the
commitice and several **hig wigs?’ who
wero attracted by such novel experiment.
On arrival at the butt the gun was loaded,
the donkey turned with his tail towards the
earthen mound, and the usual preparations
were made for firing, by means of alanyard
and friction tube. Hersupon, however, one
of the committee remarked that this mode
of firing might possibly derange the aim by
the jerk on pulling tho lanyard. A dircus-
sion followed, and it was finally arranged to
firo tho gun by a piece of slowmatch tied to
tho vent. This was accordingly ‘done, and
the wnatch Guly ignited. Hitherto the don-
key had taken ruther a sleopy interest in
the proceedings, but somehow.the fizzing of
tho match on his back caused him to prick
up his ears, then to lay them back, and
finally to begin to turn round, The ocom-
mittee were thunderstruck, and °* skedad-
dled in all directions; the secretary
threw himself flat on his face ; there wasa
moment of agonizing suspense, then—~bang
—the shot went ricochetting away in one
direction, while the wretched donkey turn-
ed a complete somersaultin the ‘other dir-
ection .




