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- Maiy get littie out of the study of smre of the richest ti
portions of the Word of God because tbey have not learned, ri
,er luave Iailcd to bear in mind, that the central purpose of ri
aI! Scripture si to besr witness J> Jeisus Christ, that Ilthe p
testimony of jesus is the spirit ai prophecy * (Rev. xix. 1o). h
It vas wben Jesus expounded ta. the two on the way to e
Etntmaus 44fi ail the Scriptures the things concerning Him. h
sa,, that tudr hearts burned within thera (Luke xxiv. a
27, 32). in a sirnular way "Il aur bearts be made ta glow
if the Scriptures are opened ta us in iÛch a way that me see
Christ ini theni. Haw wearasome are &Ul the details about
the tabernacle and the sacrifices and the high priest and his fi
gartuents, if ve have not Iearned ta look for the truthu here
set forth concerning the NVord wbich 41vas made flesh and t]
tabernacled among us I (John iL 14, sec Greek) and the 1l
"Itamb without bleiîsh and without spot" (z Peter i. z9),
"16Christ aur passover . . . sacrificed for us " (i Cor. dl
1. 7), and our' bigh-priest who is haiy, harmiess, uadefiled,
searte front sinners I (Heb. viL. 26). When we leara ta h
seS in these Old Testament type the Ilshadow oi things ta
couic,"and in Christ the byàdy that casts the shudav (Cal. 'I
fi. 17), then everytb;ng is replete with the profoadest o
significance and inteçest

The melection af au improper time for t]e study af the.
Bible, leadi ta more fruitlexs Bible tudy than one would h
tbink who had not given cansiderable thought to the r
matter. The Bible demands the clearest thaugbt a man
bas ini order ta undcrstand it. God's "1judgments are a
great deei," and the vision~ of niost men does flot penetrate d
vely dcepiy in the clcsiog hours of a day, or fiter a hearty i
mci. Fev men are as alert intellectually by artificial-hightt
as by-diyiight. There is, it is true, with many, a certin(
bectic intellectual glaw in the late hauts of the nigbt, but it
s net a turne for clear -vsion or well balanced judg- c
ment The irriter bas always been accustooeed to late c
bours, and yet tue mu.ist confess that the Bible is a differet f
book to hini by daylight front what it is by gaslight. The
simple change front late night ta early morning hours *for
Bible study bas for -mmay a man changed fruitles Bible
study inta frtuitful Bible study. It îs ai the bigbest import-
ance tuat the onc-who, would, get the most out of bis Bible
study, should sacredly set apait anie part of eacb day for
the wark, and that be selec such tinte as experience shows
bis mind to bethe clearest,1and tobe fretfrom iflterrnp t
tuons With the great majarity of meni the early marning
bours bave plove ta be the besiTor Bible study.i

There stili remains ane source ai barrennessinf Bible
vfludy whidi. we must mentioa,--neglect ai prayer. It bas
been said, over and ave aspin, that he wbo would sec the
beauties and glanles rcvealed i the Bible mut appraach it
wite, the prayer of the Psalrnist : " «Open thou maine eyes
tht 1Imay bebold wo6droas things out af tby law."-Ps.
cxix- iS).-Rav. I. A. Toaamm la Christian Observer.

Unworthy Religions Leaders.
XT XUV. Ab8WP. poensi, Dax.

Christs lest public addrffl vas a suiathîng Jciulun-
clation of the Scribes and-Pharises. Ir was delivtered
priunariy ta rte people au a wmaing agaxnsr thase who
were leading thons astray. The people are responî.ile
-for their leaders They have whom they wilL. Siuch
leaders wculd bave no influence, did flot thse people
accept "her teaching. Thse people, therefore, shauld
b. careuul whoma they accept as reigieus leaders, nor
ouly minustera but ail others who are prominent in
churcit mattus. Christ indicates seveïral ways ini
wWwic unworthy religioui leaders may b. recognuzed.

i. Tke-y mu s be& kmwn by ile burdtsnnenss of Lihe
requirem<isls Ibne put oz~ othmr Mu do mot impose oit
themulu. To impose an excessive standard cf con-
duct and minsute deuails of duty is calculated ta conceal
any lack in thse teacher and give an impression of

scity. Thse Pliarisees went beyond thse iw ini their
eanaas to Sabbath Observrance and ariser slmuilar

things, but did nt live *p to tiseir owiistandards.
Tie odem fas teacher is .quîlly unconslstent. It is
wortis while for the people ta notice whetber thsir
religlous leaders are ins thse habit theanselves of gencraus

bsasiaeof deluotoWa abstinenc wben urging it.
2. Unwrt religions toacisers nsay b. known by

*àvif«W baoutlà a at6 Z Oberane lai I prugMy

ieir ostentations. 11ke the. Pharisees they are sure ta
axie a display of piety. Their desîre in be seen oi
en la evident. It your leaders are schi.seeking and
roud, sanctimonicus in their pioty, pushing for place,
ave an undue fondness for titie and are seeking pre-
minence among rte brethren, beware ai thent. Tbcy
ave Pharisaic charactenistics and Christ warns you
gainst thent.

3. Such leaders may b. knowa by gheir cage rnressfor
>i!owers and th#e ili chu racler of tise folowers thoy seur#.
'bey indulge in what Phillips Brooks calls ila scramble
ur adhereats rather tban a Christ-like lave for mouls."
b.e true leader is eager ta vin men ta CIrist, but hlm
iought ia flot ta rally mon around hiniself. The. fais.
eader bas titis ambition. He can caunit on so snany
ehoa believe in hlm and viii do as tue maym. But the.
istinction corntes out la the character of the adiierenta,
htrue leader wiii impress men for gond. i(a preacher,

i: ovriylb ol.If a churcis-officer, hoe wili
ally a following for seif-denials and spiritual livc2.
~here have been leaders ai another kirsd ;-mlalsstern
vho brought multitudes into the church without
tability, Christian purpose or helpfulness ln tbem;
:hurch officiaIs who turned thse votes of churches and
îad their way, but viso dragged church ideals in the
nire, and perbaps made a beer-gardon ai thse cburcb
meeting.

4. Unwortby leaders may be knawn by iheir emp1y
rstiMctiOMs. lThe Pharisees made th.emseivcs ridiculous
n tiis particular. They cansidered proznisesconflrmed
)y certain aths as net blnding. They justied lies.
,orruption in religion lu unlversally shown ini the ume
ray. Flme teachers evuincegrea ingenuityia devising
listinctions withaut a difference, -.:o justifycertaia forma
if wrong-doing. There la a jesultical cuaing ini
inding ex-uas for questionable courses Deceit,
Iiahanesty, double-dealung, injustice, mil have a scady
Mecuse.

5. Unwortiiy leaders arc likciy Io lay udue stress on
'ormalities and i1more spiritual tnsths. They tithe mit,
mnise, az.d cumminanmd pass by judgmcnt, mercy and
.aith. They bave nothing ta say or do regairding
spiritual discernaient, -love ta their ieliow-mcn and
trust lin God. Ini other warda trivialities;, superficîal-
ties and formalities absorb their tisauglit and effort
instead ai thse great fundamental truttus of Godas Word.
Heme is a peculiarly searching test ai the. wortis ai a
Christian teachtr. What are bis themes ? What
occupies bis thougbr ? How far doea he present tii.
undenlying trurts ai the Bible ? He must be net
simply a practical teacher, but a spiritual preacher.
He msust ar least presear enough ai doctrine ta lay the
faundantion for characteri ta enable onc to judge
carre±ctly bet wecen riglur and wrong, ta deal xightly
wm.h in.: .. t. .:-% nuuisi hianNls saviigiy ta Christ. Thse

o-tir %ta,% -riztr away lis golden moments on the
pulteio i t s.Sai.q>. z'oli-in tithing hcnbs wili net

ga;J. yiu nouagh J~ p a;:.. l'Ir Ui .rr %,Liu tcs heaven.
6. The un.vortrby leader nuAy be kzujwn b) his

hypotrisy. With a ,gteat o>t vasrd pretnse ai piety tue
unate an unwartny lile. Such anconsistencues are sure
ta be kown soonrer or later. They cannot be forever
concealed. The man prominent in thse church wbo la
secretiy ùisiionest, who indulges himisel in l me
debasing habit, whose home lueé is irritable and selfisu,
vitose namne is connccted wl"th whisped scandai, viso
allows himseli privately in unworty amusements or
Sabsatu desecration, may be influentia to-day, but ln
timc thc nuask wili fali and bis truc self wili bu recog-
nlzed and dishonored.

7. Perbaps one ai the surest ways ta knov thse
unworthy religiaus leader is by his iii freaiment cf goo.
mmv. H. necessanly is eut, ai sympatby with theni.
No wonder thse Pharisee persecuted those that
preached Christ. Sucis leaders are eut of sympathy
with that visichis lagod. Tbey are indignant at thse
mulent rebuke of good, lives. The trutu as spoken by
good mma scorches and angers; them. Many a faitfut
Christian in consequence ciblas rebuke afim, bas been
ostraclsed by friendsanmd neigbcr More than on.
godlymniste, because tbas spokea uawelco e trut,
bus been drivenx front bie put Thse cburcb shonid
exorcisé groat car@ not taflI under the. doiitation ai
leader Who are eseetlally WoMly ini "at a*" "i.
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