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Correspondence.

Public Worship.
No. 4.

To Rrv. Joux Laixe, D.D., Convener of
Committeo on Pablic Worahip.
OTTAN A, March 7th, 1896,

S1r,—From thecircumtance that tho three
lotters which I ventured to address you last
November on the suvject of Public Worship
have been somewhat criticised, I feel it a
duty to trouble you with a few remarks on
some of the objoctions which have been

raise

A dialike has been expressed to a liturgy.
My third letter deals with thispoint; itis
thercfore unnecessary to repeat the facts 1
submitted, (so0 note). 1 do not feel myself
callod upon to justify theuse of an inflexible
litargy for 1 do not advocate its introduction.
1 alluded in my letters to a liturgical service
mainly for another purposs; my object was
1o givro prominence to the fact that sucha
service is related historically to our own
branch of tho Presbyterian family, that it is,
and alwsys has boen, the form of worship in
other Reformod Churches, and that there is
nothing in our principles, traditions or
standards to provent the reading of prepared
prayers.

My aim has been to point out defects not
in Presbyterian principles or doctrine, botin
tho form of our worship, as at preseat pre-
vailing. My hope has boen that we shounld
find a remedy for thess defocts, not by re-
volationary chaoge, not even by reverting
to the practice of the fathers of our Church,
in the firat century of its existence, but
tather by a process of ovolution or well con-
nderoed adsptation to present nceds in com-
Fleu harmony with the spint and polity of
’resbyterianism.

My appoal has been that of a Iayman plead.
ing that the people be allowed as fcliow
worahippers a larger participation in the
pablic servioe of the congregation than they
now exercise.

In my former lettors 1 endoavonred to ex-
preas tho viewsz entertained by many like
myself. We are convminoed that Pabdlic
Worship is a Divinely appointed daty in
which all the peoplo should have an oppor-
tamity of takiog a full part, Under tho pre-
sent system only a limited sharo is vouchaafed
to the congregation ; too much is allotted to
oao person, the officiating minuster, and too
littlo to the people. We recogpize that it is
the proper fanction of theminister, to preach,
to exhort and to lead in the exercise of do-
votion ; but we sak is it nooossary or desir-
able that the people should ba exoluded from
participetion in the sorrioo 30 mnca as they
now aret Those who thick with me, are of
the opinion that soms of the prayers offered
by the minister should be, what for want of a
better namo, may bs tenaed, congregational
peayers or prayersof thepeople. Thatisto
say they ahonld not bo extempore prayers
previomly unoknown to any individual pre-
aent : on the contrary that they sbounld be
familiar compoartions expressing the common
wants and supplications of the worshippers;
and whateverour views on other peiots, all
must acknowlodge that these wants and
supplications of our common humanity do
ot nr{ {rom wock to veek or from year to
Foar. Ws hold it to be desirable that every
membder of tho coogregation zhould bo
aoquainted with such [raysrs as well as the
gunister, sach prayers ahould thersfors be
10 printed form, and placed within reech of
all, with the approval of ths Church as a
wholo.

Soms persons object, I think most ua-
Toasonably, to forms of any kiad. Cos
ministar thus ezprossce himaslf, ** By reading
P?d’:hn w:;)_dp would beooms mechanionl
a oes takin 1t becowe untrueto
and 0 God.” B =it

I romind thees who hold these opinions
that many of ths Pmims and hymas are
forma of prayer. and 1 ask what objections
m&uc::b:‘to the use in a Chriatun con
Rreqa! soch procomposed forms of
rxyc as Palms 8,16, 25, 34, 67, 71, S5,

(n\;:d n:.:ga;lbm' or take the common
Peraphrases yaans, those beginniag with
the tollowing lines for exazmple.

11, ** Spirit Divioe atiend our
And make this honn]‘r;{o.:'c."
{2) ** O God of Bethel by whose hand
Thy peopls atill are fod.”

3 “Saf%l({ through another week "
God bas brought us on our way.

(3) ** O Lord of Heaven snd earth and sea,
To Theo all praise and glory be.”

(5) ** Lord of the Sabbath hear us pray
In this Thy houso, on this Thy day.”

(6) ** Great King of nations hear our prayers,
While at Thy foet wo fall.”

All mill acknowledgo that such verses are
forms of congrogational prayer, that they
have a perennisl freshness acd that most of
tho fincat hymps in common use in our
Church are of the same character. Who
nmon§ onr people would discard from public
worship the Psalms, paraphrascs, and hymos
on the ground that they are forma of devotion
familiar to every individual and not ex-
temporanoous utterances from the pulpitt
Who among our most learnod and gitted
ministers wonld furnish extemporaneous sub-
atitites for these forms of devotion, not on
ocoasfon merely, but at every diot of worship
throughout the year?

Inap ordinary diet of worship the minister
offers two, throe, or more extemporary
&nyen. Those prayors, althongh framed on

half of, and for the benefit of the congroga-
tion, expressonly the minister's thoughtsand
feelings. They aro hia prayers, and from be-
ing extempore differ continually in their con-
text 3o that no person prosent can bo familiar
with them. Although some few may be able
to follow the varing utterances of the minister
or considerable portions of his prayer, others
frequently have difficulty in 30 doing, and
thus it is not alvays {xouib!o for the latter to
join inthedevotionsin a proper spirit.

If the prayers were written out and printed
and placed in the hands of cach worahipper,
the cause of any such difficalty would be re-
moved ard every membor of the congregation

~would bo aided in his devotioni by ear, eys,
and memary, and thus enabled to follow the
voice of the minister with an axsentiog mind.
In every congregation there are men and
women whoas hearing through advancing
years or other causes is defective ; such per-
sons oould with tho printed prayers before
them, attentively take part with their fellow
members of the congregation in the common
devotions.

The discussion has confirmed me in the
opinion that the Church ought seriously %o
congider whether the opportunity of joining
10 public prayer shoald not be extended to
the poople. ~If half the prayers at each dict
wero read it would be a boon to many pre-
sent in the congregation.  Eren if for ope of
the extampore prayers a congregational
preyer, from a preacribed collection, were
cubatitated it wozld be an improvement on
the present system.

Thoss laymea who think as I do, are satis-
fiod that it is in the interests of the Church
that a concemion shonld be made to congrega-
tions in the direction indicated; we are
decidedly of the opinion that its effect world
bs to wake pablic worship moro Teal, more
reversat and more edifying withoat leasening
its simplicity.

Woretaan full sympathy with the wish to
maintaia primitivo Presbyterian simplicity.
We dosire ncither elaborats ceremonial nor
preactibed chant, no inflexible servioe, no
ngidlitargy. Wedesire, it istrae, milormity
bat itis a voluntary uniformity in general
order, a uniformity in exoelisnoce,1a reverence,
in parity, ax well as in aimplicity. To these
we urm. a3d while we earoostly aim at
some ification in our mode of wonship, in
order better to attain these ands; we desn
it inexpedicnt to introdooo any charge which
would Dot commend itself to the Chuxch asa
whole.

In responss 20 2n_ovestars from the Synod
of Hamilton and London the Generai Ax-
sembly has aprzinted a committae to oon-
sidor how beal 20 afford direction to the
Church, to socure the reverent and odifying
obswertance of pablic wormship, with dae

to Christian tibu'g geveral uni-
formity. Sock being tho caze it acems
desirable that ministers and elders shonkd
take ateps to ascertain the mind of the Charch
00 poiata which :nay thos be formelac d.
!‘nlb.l?cl\; u:h et Taode of observanze of
ot in oRr congTegations entirely
satizfactory ¥ P

2.—Have ths people a aufficient oppor-
tanity to participate in Public Worsdip snder
our preacat xystetn?

2.—~What mesns oaa be beat takes $o give
the con & {aller akarg in the secrios
of Pable Worship?
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4.~Would it bo desirable to substitut
printed congregational prayers, for ex
temporary prayers, during some portion of
the service ?

6.—What proportion of conyregational
prayer would it bo advisable to introduce in
any one diet of worship?

6.—Should forms of service be prepared for
administering tho sacramonts, solemnizing
marrisge, .nﬁ the burial of the dead ?

7.—Should a manual of suitabls services bo
provided which may be used asaida to de-
votion in new settlements and in localitica
whero thers is no settled minister or mission-

“%umctfully subnitting theso suggestions
for wiso consideration, I lcave the matter
with confidence n the kands of our Christian
people and the church courts.

SaxDroxp FLEMING.

Nore.—With respect to the subject of a
liturgy I take the liberty of referring to an
excollent paper prepamd at the request of the
Toronto Presbyterian Council by one of our
foremost Presbyterian luymen, Mr. William
Mortimer Clark, Q.C., M.A., chairman of the
Boxrd of Mansgement of Knox's College.
This japer appeared in the PRESBYTERIAN
Rrviw two yearsago. The subject of con-

gational prayer is considered at somse
fe':gth in #n article in Queen’s Quarterly for
Jaly, 1594, to which 1 beg leavo :gain to
refer. . F.

“ A Holy Communion Table *—~Is
It Now an Altar?

Editor PREYSBYTERIAN REVIEW:

Sig,—What next? I rub my eyes as 1
toad overa second and third time in your last
number, that *recently in St. John's church,
St. Johm, N.B., an intercsting and rather
uunusual servics took place.” Rather unusual ;
well, that is putting it very mildly we hope.
Bat what occurred ¥ Woread : ‘A commuan-
ion table was g’ucnted to the church by the
Sabbath school with simple and :’mgfaﬁu
ceremonies.” This isstrange. Is the Sabbath
school not the church, or part of it Is this
properly Sabbath school work? But what
wers tho ceremonies? ¢ After the reading of
the Seripture lessons.’” What Scripture les-
sons wo ask 1 Wero they taken from Exodas
or Ssmuot to prove that in the tabernacle
and the templo the tadle for shew bread
was holy?! Wo read on: ¢ The pastoran-
nonnced what was takivg plsce, and
tho clders haviog been called to the front of
the polpit, o session was corstilaled.”
m& ™ean more o;' Jess lth;n that these

ings wore acts of & regularly constitut-
ed Pmbjs"wixn charch conrt? 1If so, then
the church is compromised and mast be held,
il no protest is forthoumiog from the Saperior
Court of Review, zs sanctioning and approv-
ing these *‘rather utnustal proceediogx.”
Next wo road : ** The presentation was made
by six of the youngest commuvizants in the
xckool. Prayer wes then offerod, in which
the Yoly table was solimaly dedicated fo the
ssersd purpose for which it is designed.
Alter singing bymu No. 53, * Dons is the
\Work that Saves,” the congregation joined 1n
repeating the Lord's Prayer. Tbe anthem
with which the intertsting service closed was
from Pulm 26, *1 will wash my handsinin-
nocence ® {Firth)." Are we tben to under-
stand that the table which before wss unclrax
hes become “holyt™ thet these *'inter-
esting services™ have prodooed a changs on
this piccs of woodl It scems inorediblo
that such a thing conld occur in & Prosbyter-
izn church, and with the sanction of a Presby-
terizn charch oovst, Nay, the lsst sentence
quoted secna to U3 2 picos of aroel irony.

Oar directory for Pablic Worhip, in the
ap 1x, ssy3: **No placa is capadle ofany
holinses under pretance of whatsosver, dedi-
cation or oondecration,” Is than = table
capabla of boliness when “dedicated " by
the above mentioned notabls ocersmonies T
Bebold bws the {ull-blown dooctrine of
**Relativa Holiness,” a doctvine hald and
tanght by Romsnust and Ritualist, bat r:!pu
dizted in all Reforrosd churches. The doc-
trine La subvassive of spintoal raligion, and
contrary to the toschiag and practice of
Chriat s2d the apostiss. It ia 3 retera to
the dbeggazly elemsaty of **Jodsism™; to a
oxrpal extecaalism in religion and wonbhip.
It ia Popisk Christiznity. Oa the mme prin.
ciple, if not arreated, we ahall 300m hava aror
taught “b{ : sc oscecacaies ¥ of man'
devisi With just smoh imposing oece-
monie bishops and prists are woms




