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aud over the Jowish people gathered tugether once moro as a
astion. There are many who hesitato to accept Christ as ther
King, who have no objection to His reigning in Jeruaviem, for
that s at a considorable distance from them, butthey do uat want
Him to rulo in their heart, or shop, or office. Lhay are ready to
hand over the Jews to Him, but they hesitate when asked tohand
over their busincss concerns, their Luying and selling, and all the
routino of their daily life. Wae hiave tinu spun theories about tho
restorution of God's ancient people, but we arc leas concerned
about our own resteration from vanity, worldliness, greed, ovil-
speaking, deceit, uncleanncss and untruthfulness; into all the
pobility of a pure, rick, Christian life, owning allegiance to Jesua
a8 at once our Lawgiver and our King., We call Him ¢ King of
the Jows,” why not call Him our King and crown Him Lord of
our hearts and homes? We are ready to give Him Jerusulem,
why not give Him our own town, or city, or country? Wo will
coufine Hia sceptre to Palestine, why not welcomo it in Canada?
Weo pray * ‘Thy Kingdom como,” but all the time we mean a
Kingdom ab a great distance from oursclves, and a personal reign
that will not 1nterfore with our hiberty. By Christ's Kingdom we
do not moan His cultng our hearts in love, a King cuntrolling the
most socrot and private affairs of our hfe. Some do not wanta
kingdom that will causo righteouancss to rina down our strects,
that will sanctify our Subbaths, and make Jesus Lord of oursclves
and of our all.

Qur Lord know what was best for His disciples and for the
Church, and that it was the Comforter, and not His human
presence that would make this o dispensation of the Spinit.  His
numan prescnce could bo contined only to one place at & timo, and
thoso only could see Him who happoucd to be near. What did
His human presence for thoso who forsook Hun, who spat upon
and buffeted ham, or for Judas who was 20 long with Hun? And
would His humnn presence i Jerusalem, or anywhero elso assure
us mnore than we aronow of being under His gracious reign? If
20 then is our belict sensuous and materialistic, and does not stand
in the power of God. All theso conditions were once realized on
the earth, and our Lord went from place to place. When He was
in Calilce Ho could not be seen in Judea; when working His
miracles in Capernaum, no wan met Him in Jorusalem; when
talking with the woman at tho well none else cujoyed His min-
istry ut the same time; when He was oeyond the Jordan the
sisters missed Him in l!ethar}l{, and arnt a swift messenger to
bring Him back. And Jesus Himself racognized this condition of
things aud spake of 1lis absence from thom, “1 am glad 1 was
not there,” But uone of His disciples think of tho Saviour in that
way to-day, as having to leave ono placo, or home, or sad heart,
to be with another to comfort them.

When tho apirit was given, His human became a divino pre-
sence; His local has become & universal presence; and His
tomporary has becomne a permanent presenco ; and surcly nono of
us would want all this changued back again, and the old daysand
life tn Judea roproduced! This would put the dial of Christian
cxperience back many degrees and give the lic to Him who said,
" ﬁein expodicnt fur you that 1 go away.” Aslong asthe disciples
saw their Lord in bodily form before their eyes, they must think
of Run ascontined to places. 1ence the aced for His withdrawal
that Ho might send the Comforter to witness for Christ and fill
all things with His presence. How often Christ had to remind
Has disciples that His Kiogdom was not of this world, and also
that it did not come with observation, but as the wind that blows
over ull tho earth to sway the hearts of men with tho summer of
Giod's love, and cause them to bud forth, to blossom and bear tho
fruit of rightcousness.

Nor muat Christ's reign be restricted to a cornor of the carth,
as if ho had cuine to save a fow souls, here and there. Ho came
to save men, to save the world, to save all departinents of labor,
to punfy our trade, our comerco, our politics, our educational
wnstitutions, to save and purify our science, our litorature, our
arts and all dopartments of industry, 80 that holiness to the Lord
might ba written on the very bells of tho horses. It is to be a
Kingdom of Heaven on theearth, and its coming is to make all
lite. with ita manifold activities, pnrer, richer and happier.

Is our life richer because of His presence and loving caro?
Thongh we cannot measurs all tho depths of His love, that has
tatiched and mellowed and filled our hearts; yet thercisis a real
genso in which wo know the Saviour. \We begin to know Him
when wo begin to love Hum, for it is knowledge through love
which alone gives us an insight into tho mysteries of divine grace.
1t 18  haly instinct imparted to our hiearts that responds to His
love, and this instinct solves all riddles, explains all difficultics,
and disciphers what aro only unmeaning symbols to the disloyal
of heart.

When brought into followuhir with Jesus, always walking with
Him, always looking to Him, always thinking of Him, and doing
everything under His conscious presence and to pleaso Hum, 1s
one of the strongoat motivea to rightcous conduct. When we
atady His words, Hia acts, His lile, and breathe tho holy atmos
phero which Hia Spirit creates around ue, we then get His mund
and aro gradually changed into Hia imnge. It is when wo have
His love poured into our hearta that we learn to run 1n the way of
i commandments. .

And and how welcome are the beams {rom the San of nghteous-
noxs how sweot and satisfying isour fellowship wath Christ through
tho Spirit. It is the very bloom of the richeat cxpericnces of tho
heart of man. We never grow weary of the apring time. Tho
opening flowers arc as pureand charming an if they wero blovmung
tor thoe first time  The #arm summer winda, and soft gentle rain
aro as welcome now as whon thoy first relreahed tho carth. Nor

do wo over grow weary of the aun though he has shone over the
genorations of men sinco the beginning of days, Io came forth
tins morning with all tho inspiration he over had, while, to the
luat duy men will turn with yearning hearts to the brightness of
his rising, and welcome His coming usa tho old patriarch did, who
felt that 1t was such a pleaeant thing to behold the sun.  All this
is an emblem of the peaceful shelter we bave under tho shadow of
his wings, and of tho sweetness of tho rest that the weary soul
finds in Jesus, while His pmesence with Iis people—his holy,
loving care—is of tho very casence of heaven.

‘I'ne Gospel showa how thoroughly Christ and thoe soul bolong
to cach other, and we are never to suppose that He is too
far off for the need ; or that our nced is too insignificant for His
tender ministry. Let no onc be afraid to bring the sublimest
mysteries of our faith—Christ’s life, death and resurrection—to
the help and comfort of man even 1n his colnmon trouble, or fail
to confino tho strongest motive to the smallest Juty, and the
comfort of Chnist to tho most insignificant trouble. As God
stamps His intinite power and wisdom on each little flower ho
paints, so does Chriat unpart His richest graces when Ho comes
to heal all manner of aickness and all manner of discasc among the

eople,

P Wo take this one, great, umiversal measage—Christ’s presence
with Ins people—1n all tho manifoldness of its power-nndl{ﬂeuing
and bring it near to man in all the fultness ot its divine bounty.
And as the sunhight and summer shower smit alike tho mighty
ccdara of Lebanon, and also the hittle moss that grows half lndden
n tho rock : as all forms of hfe in their endless profusion, all
tints and shades of coloring, all trees and plaate, all shrubs and
fiowers, draw what they nesd from tho oiie fountam of supply:
and as the same sun builds up the oak and pours His glory into
the little flower, giving all that 1 distinctive through the endless
varioty of the vegetablo oreation. So will this message from the
heatt of Jeliovalh Jesus, suit all men in their manifold circum-
stances and wants,

To men who sit in darkness, might not such a mesrage bo
brought asthe breaking of the morning after a long night of
trouble? Might it not be as the coming in of spring when the
icy indifferenco meltsaway amid sunshine and song of birds and
May blossoms? Might not this Gospel be received us spiritual
ozone. A breath of mountain air, pure and inspiring to the
many who are stifling in_the bot-beds of sin? O to make those
who are in the vory shadow of death to fecel that the mornin
has come full of radiance, =nd that all the shadows have fle
away, io the onc great aim of ali Christian effort.

Scottish Presbyterian Union.

Fifty-tour Scotch Presbyterian ministers—ecighteen for each of
the three great Presbyteriar cominuniony—have for somo time
been privately engaged in drawing up & acheme of reunion. Ac.
cording to oneof them, the Rov. M. Howie, Govan. they have
mado more progress than any of them thought possible. They
havo not, however, yet discussed whether or not reunion s to be
on the basis of Establishment, and until they havo scttled that
point, they will make no public statement. Mr. Howie, who is
personally a Disestablisher, is very hopeful, or rather quite
certain, that thisacheme will be found practicable.

A Glasgow correspondent writes :—Merbers of the Presby-
terian Union Conferenco of the three Churches are very reticent
asto anything that has actually taken place at the Conference.
Dr. Scott and Profeseor Flint, for the Established Church, and
Profeasor Calderwood, for the U.P's, are taking an active part in
the discussiona of the Conference. Monthly meetings of the
Conforence have been held since last Assembly. An important
meeting of the Conference, I am given to understand, will take
place in Edinburgh on the 29th inst., and thereafter—probably at
that meoting—a atatement for publication will be drawn up.

Another correspondent atates that Lord Overtoun, Mr. Poter
Hutchison, Mr. Alex. Watt, writer, Mr. Thomas Birnie, Dr.
Ross Taylor, and Professor Lindsay are the leading men connected
with tho Presbyterian Union Conference in Glasgow. An Edin-
burgh Conference is about to bo held there.  Mr. C. J. Guthrio is
onc of tho most prominent members.

At the annual congregational meoting of the Free Mid Church,
Groonock, Principal Rainy said they ought to feclthat Presbyterian
union was their destiny — that it could not be far off. They ought
0 have their minds prepared for it and their thoughts ripencd for
it. 1t had long been ono of the sabjects nearest his heart—pain-
fully near it—and he truated that whatever their views about it
might be, it would bo their prayer that God woold direct it at
the right time, and in tho right circumstances.— Belfast Witness.

The McAIll Association.

The monthly meoting of the Toronto McAll Anxihiary was
held in the YM.C.A. library on May the 2nd, Mrs. Donean
Clatk occuping tha chair in the absence of tho president. Miss
Carty read scveral interesting letters on tho McAll Sabbath
school work in Lyona.  “Our Mcdical Missions,” an article
bearing on the Free Dispensaries supported by tho mission
France was read by Mrs. George Kerr. A paper frem Mra. Cody
on ** Tho Tour of the Mizsion Boat,” was most encouraging. Tho
welcomo given thie littlo boat is a proof of the way in which
simplo Gospel teaching 1a received in France. A letter read by
tho treasurer showed that the financial depression which has
been feit by all migsiona recently, has left & dimination in the
receipts for the closing year. Otherwise the work s prospenng
and resnlts aro very oncouraging.
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