
PROCCEDINGS 0F THEi CANADIAN INSTITtJTE.

occupying the wvhoIe of Eu-trope, and this fact would accouint for a wvidc diffusion
of ethinic and religious ideas, but it inay be doubted if sonie of tliý figures, e.g.,
those of the pottcrY ai Hissar-lik, supposed to be those of the Axe Gaddess, are
more than accidenitai resemiblances tu the sy:nbols of her cuit.

The tumnuli were undoubtedly uted for the sepulture of important persons,
such as kings, cliiefs or leaders, and tlieir relatives. ht is flot improbable that they
iiuay have been used in the case of certain rcligious rites, -t'or iii th- tumulus callud
iManté-cr-I-Frocc, at. Locmnariaquer, and iii Mont St. Michel, at Carnac, a large
inml)r of celtw (stone axes) were fotund, and these lia'ý beeti rc-garded as votiM!
offerings -either to the Axe Goddess, die mnates of the dead, or to the Divinities of
death. ln maily of thc tiunwili the bones iound %vere more or less inicinierated,
proving that cremiation wvas practîsed. On tîte exposed surface of the greater
iiumber of the slabs forninig the %valls of the tumulus of Gavr'inis the linie-tracing
or sculpture is very richi, and gives a mnarked distinction to this tumulus. It wvuld
scem to have bcen the tomb of a king.

It is in the doln-ens, howcver, tîxat one flnds the largest nuniber oi inscrip-
tfions. Thiese have not been dcciplhercd. Tliey % ould appear to consýist of two
kinds-pne ornanwntal, good examples of which are tu bc obscrved in the uprighit
s;uiporting stonie of the Dol des Marchands, the second toteii of %vhselî examn-
pies are to be found in the dolmien at Keriuned, 1 tlîe Aîée Couverte des Pierres
Plates, niear Lociiariaquer, and in the Alée Commere of Luflang. A curious fact
is that ii -the two hast narned tliere are the outlines of tlie saine figure, whicli seens
to the writcr to be that of an opcnied hentil pod. On une of the slabs in the -Malle
Lud dolmen tliere is an inscription %whîich is dificult to clabsify. It is clearly flot
ornamtental, and it is flot totemic, for an alnîost sirnilar one lias been described
as found in the Newv Grange tumuitlus, necar Droghieda, Ireland. Sumnectiing simîllar
is to be obscrved on one of the vertical shahs at thîe end of tie cavern in the Gavr'inis
tumulus, but hiere the outiines are lcss readihy traccd, oNiîîg to thie surrouniding'
Iiues of sculpture following the curves of the inscription. It inay be hierogrami-
miatic iii function.

0f wvhat race werc the dolmen builders ? The definite anisiwur to this question
would determine also who were the founders of the menhirs and of the tumuli,
for it is gecraliy concedcd that the thiree classea, of mionuinienti n:ay hiave, mn l3rit-
tany at least, been huiît by the samne tjribe or race. Tliough first looked nîson as
of Celtic origin, it is nowv recognized that tlîey are tlîîê remnains of a race whvlîi
inhabited the western and north-western part of Europe before the advent of tie
Cclts. This race, known as Iberian, also occupied Ireland, Wales, and the western
portions of England and Scotland, and thus the distribution of dolmens and other
nicgalithic, remnain5 would be accotinted for. Thiere arc, howver, difficultes Ii
accepting this view. Tlîe dolmien-buiilders wcrc nîiesaticephalic, the Iberians dloîxel o-

cephalie. The Iberians wvho inhabited the Dordogne district and the portion of
tic Landes district, including Dax and it., nciglibouihiood. froin Pal;eolithic t1îmes,

dlid not buiId dolmens, and in -%Il tlic ý:ountry lying between the Garonne and the
Pyrenees, inhiabitcd iii C.esar's day by tic Acinitani, a tribe of tlîe Iberians, there
are very fcw inegalithic remains.

The explanation of these difficulties can orily bc conjectural. According to
Collignontt ) tic iberians %were not a race, but an assemiblage oir collection of trîhes.
derivcd front three races wvhich ;nhabited fromn the earliest times the Spaxiish penin-
sula. Thcese wvere the Ncaîidertlialoids of Gibraltar, a people like the Cro-Magnon
race, and the type called by de Quatrefages the race of Mugem, whose ren-ains are
to be foîînd in kitchien niiiddings. on tlie banks of thc Tagus. Acccptirug tlîîs
view~. it wvould be possible to regard the Aquitani as a less mixed race descended
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