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BIOGRAPIY.

—notod—
The Progress of Genius
"0M ONSCURE AND LOW SITUATIONS, TO EMI-
NENCEX AND CELSKRITY.

Jenius is that gift of God which lcaiwing cannot
confer, which tio disadvantages of Girth or educa-
#on can wholly obseure.’

ALEXANDBR BOUCHER,
Or, a8 ho was accustomed to call himnell, from
¢ title given himin & French journai, L'Alex-
re du Violon, ono of the most remarkable but
-centric violimsts, was born' ot Pans in 1770,
t ae age of six he played hefore the datphin,
i 1t eight he playedin public He was in
fortunate circumstences in early life, until ho
tained a place in Spain, under Chatles IV,
ho was himself a good violinist. In 1814, he
et to England. At Dover, the custom house
sicers were ubont to seize his fnstrument, but
oucher suddenly struck up ¢ God save the
ing,” with variations, und' was suffered to pass
inolested. He is as remarkable for cecentri-
y 8s for his musical powers. 1le is now es.
blished at Berlin. Boucher has attracted
uch attention by his resemblance to Napoleon,
1080 gait, demeanar andlook he can perfectly
iate. Every one fancies he scesthe ex.
Lactor when Boucher foldshis arms.  He de.
ares his ressmblance to have been disadvan.
_eous at thalime of the restaration afthe Bour-

—ecloe—
MATTHEW BOULTON, .

A celebrated cogineer, was bora at Birmirg-
min 1728. Afier being.educated at the gram.
ar-school, he was instructed in drawing by
orlidge, ané ha also studied mathematics. He
gaged in business as a manufactarer of hard-
te, and, as early as 1745, he in said to have
vented, and brought to great'perfection, inlaid
e} huckles, hultons, watchchaing, &e, of
iich large quantities were exported to France,
sence they were purchased With avidity by the
\glish, as * the offspring of French ingenuity.”

1762, Boulton finding his manufactory at Bur-
ngham too confined for his purposes, putchas-
a lease of the Soho, about two miles distant,

inthe county of Stafford. Tlus sput, then g
barren iieath, was gradually converted into an
extopsive manufactory and school of the mecha-
nical arts, wherc ingenious men found ample
employment for their talents from the liberal
potronago of the patriotic praprictar. ‘Tho mtro-
duction of that important machme the steam-ess-

ine, at Sohn, led to a’connexivn between Boul.
tonjand Jus WWatt of Glasgow, who becnme past-
nors in trade in 1769, Awmong the many great
undertnkings in which these gentlemen were
engagued, one of the most useful aud important
was the improvement of the connge  {n beauty
atid accuracy of execution, the coins struch at
the Soho munufactory have rarely beon surpass-
ed; and tho reform thus effected in the state of
the English rational currency confers the high-
est honour on thase with whom it originated
About the year 1778, was invented, ut the esta-

copying, by a mechanical process, paintings in
oil, so as to produce fac-smiles of the originals,
sufficiently accurate to deccive a practised con-
noisseur. ‘The various mechanical inventions
aud improvements which originated, more or less
directly, from the gemus and applicating of Boul-
ton, are too numerous to admit of specification.
His long life was uninterruptedly dovated to the
advancement of the useful arts, and the promotion
of the commercinl interests of lns country.

blishiment of Boulton and Watt, a method of

l!ﬁ‘

iis putin ciarge of the house, no sontmel can
{protect it with greater care.  If he happens to
scent a stranger at a distance, lus voico instant!
sounds the alarm, and if they aitempt to brea
in upon the territories, they arc in danger of for-
‘l'uumg ecither thoir himbs or hfe. TFrom hence
we may see of what importance this ammal may
be considered to tho human race; it protects
.thew {rom rapine, guards them from invaswen,
,and shows an attachment that must at once hoth
(delight and please. It assists them 10 the des-
truction of such animals a3 are obnoxious ta their
!interest, nids them in conquening these wluch
contribute to thair delight, und even, when worn
out by age or cxertion, thewr skin s capable of
being turned wio use.

The dog thus serviccable in lnmself, when
taken into u p :ticipation of empire, exerts u de-
greo of superiority over all animaie that require
humau protection. ‘The flock and the herd obey
his voice more readily than cven that of the
shepherd or the herdsman; ho conducts thum,
guards them, and keeps then from danger,-and
scems to consider their enemics as lis own. Nor
18 he loys usefulin pursuit, when the sound of
the horn or the voice of the huntsman calls hun.
to the ficld; hejtestifies his pleasure by variovs
littlo arts, and pursues with avidity that spoil
which, when tulien, he knows he must not snare.
| "Wo cannot conclude the account ofthis sagas

died at Soho, Aug 17, 1809, and was interred, cious ammal without inscrung an anecdote re-
in the parish-church of Handsworth. €00 of his lated by the ingenious Mr Pran, which stnk.ag-
wo:kmen attended his funeral, each of whom had !y ovinces the furce of us fidehty, and displnys
a silver medal presented to ham, which had been  an attaclincnt that would do honour to the hu-
struck for the occasion, 1le wasa fellow of thejman race:—
royal socitlies of London and Edinburgh, andan; *“ A few days betore the overthrow of Robes-
assaciate of several scientific nstitutions abroad. Miere, a revolutionary tribuaal i ene fof the de-
His manners aad conversation are said to have, partments of the north, condemned on prelence
heen highly fascinating, and his private charnctex,of_wmzw‘acy. an_upright magistrate and most
was extremely respectable. He left an only son cstimable man.  ‘Tlus gentieman had a water-
who sicceeded him in his establishment ot Sobo. 8paniel, which had been faithtul to Ins master for
Encyclopadia Jdmericana.  the space of twelve years; and at the moment
. when, {rom fear, tus dearest frionds had forsaken

- NATURAL RBISTORY. - ‘bim, showed an attachment that ot once must af-
oo fect and please.
THE DOG. “ This faithful crenture was with him when

The Dog is allowed to bie the most intelligent | he happeued 10 be seized, but was refused ad-
of all quadrupeds, aud one that doubtless 18 most, mission 1nto his cell; and after remaming at the
to be admired, for, independant of his benuty, his door some time, 10 the hope of obtaimng en-
vivacity, and swiftness, he gives the most mami- trance, tetied disconsolate to the house of s
feat proofs of his attachment to mankind. Jn master’s friend.
his savage stute he may bhave been a formidable, * Daily he returned to the doors of the prison,
enemy, but'to view him at present he seets on-,and remuined stationary there for several hours
ly anxious to please; he willingly crouches be- ata time,and gave such mdubitable marks of
forc his master, and is ready to lick the dust,offection as ahsulutely to penetrate the keeper’s
from his feet: ho woits his orders, consults Jue heart.  The fauthful animal was permited to en-
thoks, and is more fanhfal than half the humuu:lcr, though the mas dared not allow hini long 1o
race  Ile is constantin Lis affections, friendly ,remain, but, at the same hour each day, he be-
without interest, and grateful for the slightest,svught admission, and lus pleadings were too
favour he canreceive: cusdy forgets both cruelty powerlul for the keepers to wathstand.
and oppression; and dicarms resentment by sub- “Whon the day of recciving sentence arnved,
wmissively yiclding to the will of those whom he notwithstanding the crowd which power, love,
studiously endeavours to serve and picase. yaud cariosity collected, the doz contrived to

Iligangacity can only be eaceeded by lus fi- furce a pussage wio the hall, and penetrating
delity; for he will discover n beggar by the ap- through the guards which surrounded s master,

pearance of his clothes; and when at aight he,laid Inmscll down betsreen lus feet whenthe Tatal
t



