THE MONTHLY RECORD,

OF THE

Church of Scotland

IN

KOVA SCOTIA, NEW BRUNSWICK AND.ADJOINING: PROVINCES.

VOLUME XXVI.

APRIL, 1880.

NUMBER IV.

AL T Forget thee, O Serasalem, let my right hand forget her cunning—20salm 157,4-6.

CHRISTIAN MiSSIONS. |

(Frora McKenzic's History of the 19th Century.)

In the foremost rank of powers destin-
ed to change the face of the world stand
Christian Missions. These many almost
be regarded as products of this century,
aud the i posing magnitude which they
bave gained is altogether recent. Their
beginning were =0 small a~ generally to
avert hostility by securing the contemp-
tuous indifference of those who might
have been unfriendly. There are few
things in human history that wear an
aspect of hizher moral grandeur than the
opening of what are now our great mis-
sions. One or 'wo men. sent by this
charch and by that, are seen going forth,
in obedience to a command spoken eigh-
teen hundred years ago., to begin the
enormous work of undermining beathen-
ism and reclaiming the world to God.
Among the glories of the century isnone
greater than this. All other enterprises
of beneficence must yield to thix magni-
ficent attempt to expel debasing supers-
titions, and corivey into evary heart the
ennobling influences of the Christian re-
ligion. The success already attained
gives sure promise of results the great-
w3 of which we as vet but dimly per-
ceive.

In 1796, a young Scottish gentleman
—Robert Haldane—resolved to sell his
patrimonial estate, and, along with two
friends, to spend the remainder of his
days in teaching the gospel to the people
of Bengal. He applied to the directors
of the East Iadia Cowpany for permis-
sion to reside in the country and follow
this occupation.  The directors declined,
“for weighty and substantial reasons.” to
admit within their dom:in any man who
came on such an errand.

Toward the close of last century, a
small Baptist congregation in the town
of Leicester waz ministered toby a young
man named Carey. He was the son of
a very poor parents, who could give him
no help during his preparation for the

ministry. At first he maintained himself
by the craft of shoemaking. Then, as
be rose, he became a teacher.  Atlength

he reached what he had striven for dur-
ing many toilsome years—the office of
the ministry. While he labored among
the handful of poor people who formed
his congregation, the conviction smote
him that something ought to Le done for
the conversion of heathens. For ten
years he brooded incessantly over ‘%
undischarged duty which the church ow-
ed to the heathen world. At first his
bretbren listened to him coldly. Ttey



