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of opiniioni a, tu, the 1ib>I %lien îlîcre
were no more' 10w truths in l'e deriv-ei
fiom it, or new~ questiolis r:îi-ý.d coneern-
i- it ; iviien its iîîterîretation, wva,,p
fected, aînd researcli rî»-drIdiing it coin-
pleted. Tlîat would not be, lie believed,
before the day of' dowff. Certainly it
woulîl fot be iii tîteir day. Never w.u;
Biblical research more aîctivelv pushed
forward in ail direetioui5 ilian at7present;
neyer, therefbre, wvcre the Churches
more bon nd, wlii le conscient iously guard-
img old andl( assured trullîs, to beware of
dogmatisra as to neiw views, or of' un-
necessarily trainawdlling advancin g re-
seurcli. Thei free action of' spiiî ;tti.11 Lié
in the foi-n of ii. e-Stigation avid Cvitieisîfl
whiea (1îsplayed iii fields biitlierto lit tic
trodden, anîd on questions lîithei to hîttle
studied, îxîîglît apparently prod uie, or
really prodLîce, for Ille tiînie, olily co-1
tradictory and desctve v tlieories. Yt?î,
in Godl's good tine it woul issuredly
bring albout unity ani peace, and
iminister to fàitli and viirtue, as it lia1
donc iii fieldzî alreadi, travercd, and ini
regard to questions îîot settled. Chîris-
tian unity also tended to unitoriiy of
worslîip ; but it did not follow that the
one was at all dependent on the other,
becau.se in his opinion tiiere was flot one
divinely given form, of' worship fbr ail
mcan iii ail circumstances. The saine
had to be said about oneness of ecclesias-
tical governient or polity, ami in tl>is
connection lie indicated the opinion that
unions of Clîurclîes must be gro wn int,
aûd itut striven zèr, and that a Universal
Church was as grandiose and diseazsed a
dream as was a universal empire.

A PUBLIC RECEPTION

took place in the Industrial Museum in
thie evening, when about 5,000 persons
uwere present. Addresses of' weleotne
vere delivered by the Ljord Provost,
Lérd B3alfour of Burleigh, and the Rev.
Br. Blaikie. The address of Lnrd Bal-
fouor was one of great beauty and power.
He thought the nuinher of dclegates and
usociates who were present, and who,

hoe tinlçrtootl, relpre!zented nior ý than
20,000 congregations of Lresbyterians
scattered RI11 over the world, formned a
~,triking proof of the lit'e and vigor whicli
cxisted in Presbyteriartisi at the pre-
,ent day, aîîd lie believed lie %vas not
wvrong iii thirik in- that is also bore ample
testiniony to a bond of' Sympathy wliich.
existed between the Scotchà and thie otlier
(hurchies represented. and whichi he
considered to have beeîî engeuidered en-
tirely through tlicir uîîited adheî'ence to
ilie fkirmâ oU Pî'csbyterian Governiment.
It liad been objected1 t sucli a Council,
anîd to the alliance tlîey propoýscd 10 forin,
thiat nio practicat good could arise from
it, becauise îîo permianent union was like-
]y 10 ensile. But to that lie replied that
iliey did not seck an absolute union. If
Iv unilon ivas meant a merging eof the
iidi viluality oU îlieir respective Churches
int one Pan-Presbyterian union he
tilouughc tliat îlîey sliould at once say that
suci wvas nothing more than the mere
dreaun of an enthusiast. They should
J)robably ail admit that te spirit of
separation, which lîad been engendered
by years of' separate existence-il might
be in different countries under different
forais of civil governmcnt-cou1d not be
annilîilated by a sîroke of the pea; but
wvliut tbey Iîoped they could do by mean3
of the Council ivas to encouragre a greater
spirit eof unity, to estaL-blisli a more loyal
co-operatien aniong the different branches
of tlîe great I>resbyterian fiîmily, and to
formn a means of communication, and to
hcld conferences upon subjeets in which.
they, as Presbyterinns, were ail interest-
cd, perbaps hie migbt flot say invidinus-
ly, to the exclusion of' uther mnembers otf
the Chri:;tian Church. Another thing
they dcsired was, that diose barriers of"
mistrust and misunderstanding which
were apt 10 rise among them, should be
broken down. Such being their commua

aim and end, hie asked them to join with
him in wishing that the Concil, which
had been commenced in order, might be
continued in harmony and ended in
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