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by the thoughts which it suggests, span the ' communicants, who understood the magnitude
entire circle of time, and connect the glorious ' of the honour to which you were aspiring, and
end with a beginning, which was glorious too, felt yoar own unworthiness of it, but who ne.
but soon overclouded. And yet this virtueis | vertheless, confiding in the love of God, and
not in the ordinance itself, but in Him, God : the worthiness of ot Advocate, and the all-
manifest in the flesh, whose sacramental sym- sufficiency of Diviue grace, ventured, with a
bol itis; pnd He is the First and the Last ; trembling humility, to advance your claim, tn
the Alpha and Omega. the Beginuning and th2  be registered on earth and in heaven, among
End. Therefore it is, that even assubjects of the sons of God. You who have acted thus,
human thought, all things are gathered toge- ; have doubtless beant accepted, and are num.
ther in Christ. But the commemorative, or bered with his sons. Nor can vou be una-
retrospective part of our Christian Passover | ware of what this relationship implies. 1am

is already concluded; and it behoves us now,
as the beloved disciple in the text invites us,
to turn our thoughts to the now and the
hereafter of those who have solemnly and sin-

"not, therefore, to tell you what you do not
know, but to stir you up by way of remem.
brance.

And, without saying much of the origin of

cerely dedicated themselves to God. Now, this worship, or of the means by which it has
are ye the sons of God, and it doth not yet - heen secured for you, I cannot omit noticing
appear_what ve shall be, but we know that! that it is not a dignity vou were born to.  As

when He shall appear, ye shall be like Him ;
for ve shall see lim as He is.

Now are ye the sons of God. The title is
a noble one,—the noblest of all titleg: Dbut it
is that of & nobility which vou have this day
claimed as vour own. Whatever you may
have heretofore deemed of yourselves, or

the creatures of God, all men are, in one sense
his sons; but as his fallen and guilty crea-
tures, though he may still have towards you,
the large and open heart of a Father, yet vou
* have not towards him, the confiding and obe-
dient affectioas of children. He may continne
to love you tenderly as his offspring, nay, Ho

ractually does so, but what is that to thoss
liance or relationship, your conduct this day,as | who have strayed, as outcasts and prodigals,
communicants, has put an end to all ambigu- - far away from his hearth, and forfeited their
ity on the subject. Unless you be contented : inheritance as heirs of His glory. Andito
to believe and have it believed, that your wor-! what is it, that, as the children of a corrupt
ship at the Lord’s table was a piece of mere : yace you are born ?  Why, to the most deplo-
masquerading, or at tue best a spiritless form, i rable and desperate fortunes, to struggle and
then youmust be ready to admit that you ' disappointment, to sorrow, and suffering and
have served yourselves heirs to the dignity of | death, to the curse of the land, and the con-

wished others to deem of you, in point of al-

which the text speaks, and that with the most
solemn and stringent rites. Yesterday, I
might have addressed you as Christian breth-
ren, or as sinful and suffering mortals. But
to-day, you have yourselves furnished me with
the authority, on the strength of which I say,
“Now, are ye the sons of God.” If. in any
case, I am in error, then the error lies with
vou and not with me, for in speaking to you
by this style, I merely call vou what you had
first colled yourselves. Should there be,
therefore, among you, a single individual, who
after eating of the children's bread, would
shrink back from this title—* sous of God,”
let such an one look personally and seasona-
bly to it; for either his sacramental engage-
ment was a mere outward show—a sin of pre-
sumption to be deeply repented off, or, after
all, he 7s that which he shrinks from being
called. But I will neither mutilate my text,
nor despise the faithful among you, of the ad-
vantages which you may expect from a full
consideration of it,—for the sake of those, if
such there be, who are bold enough to come
up to the very aliar, and to claim the privi-
Jeges of adoption, while yet they are no sons

i demuation of hell. These, of proud man, are
i the natural inheritance. Of a truth, sinis a

hard t -sk-master; and there is a mighty fam-
“ine in the land over which it rules. “Sons of
i God. then, are all men by virtue of creation,
! but this worship, of which the text speaks, is
"not that of birth and of nature, with only
“misery for an inheritance. Here is the new
" worship of the repentant and returned prodi-
' gal, created again by the spirit, and through

the grace of God, living and acting in Christ,
‘recetved back by adoption to the home which

he had forsaken, with all its privileges. Itis

on account of the death of Christ, that which
" you have this day celebrated, that yon heve
“attained this high reintionship. He is the
i Kverlasting Tather, whose adoption of you as
. His children, and death in your room, and in-
 tercession on your behalf, have reclaimed you
"from sin, and restored you to God. He is
“the way ; for it is only through Him that you
- have access to Jehovah. Not, however, the
- highest Gad, even the Father is excluded from

this work ; for in 1is love, it has its source ;

and the way, Jesus, viz., sent and crucified is

a way of his devising and appointment. And

of God. Commending them to the mercy of ' he is still Ged over all, even in the work of
1im, whom they have thus grossly offended, | the sinner’s. 'T'o as many as receive his son,
and beseeching them for their own sakes, to - to them gives He power to become the sons
remember and repent. I shall for the rest ad- ! of God, even to them that believe. Andasin
dress myself to those of you who knew what | that parable, so still, the Father’s love is au
vou were doing when you tock your place as | teernal and unfathomed fountain of grace and



