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iquiry. Soine xvinesses \vill adopt anythînrÏ tlîat is put tc) thcmn, whîlst others

scrupulously weigli eveiy answxer. Moreover, innumiiierable questions aire put for

a mereix' formai purpose, the facts not really being in dispute, or simply in order

to lead the mird of the Nwitness to the rcal point of inquiry. As a great saving(

of time is effected Lx' leading a \vitniess, it ,vould be extremnely uuidesii ,Itle tJ

stop it Nvbere it is otherwxise u nobjection able. A question is objectionable as

leading whLen it suggests the answer, flot when it merely directs the attention of
the witniess to the sltbjeci respectin1g w'Lîch le is questioned. Lt shoruld nlexer Le

forgotten tLat '' leading ' is a relative, niot an absolute terrn. Tbere is nio sicli

thing as " leadîng ' i the abstract. TLe identical words wbich xvould Le lcad-
ing of the grossest lind in one case or stite of facts, would lîc flot unly unol)j cc-

tionable, Lut tire very hittest mo1<de of interrolgation i aniother. On ail miatters

xvbich are rnerely introductor , anid furni rio part of the substance of theinir
it is botb allowaLle and îîruper for- a rty' to Iea(l bis oxvn wVitnesses, as otLer-

w ise niucb tuîîe w oil c Le asted to nuo purpose ; and althoughi tire net leadîng111

oie s owni wxitiless wlien allowable is by nio nîcans so Lad a fauit as leading ilipruper-
ly, stîli it is a fault ; for it Nvastes the tile of tire Court, bias a tenclency to confuse
the wxitness, and betray s a wxanit of expertness in the advocate.

Verv unfoundecl objections are constantly taken on tbe ground tbat the (lues-

tiens objected te are lea(ling questions. Lord Ellenborough, iii a reported case,

said 1' xx sl-i that objections to questions as leading rnigbit be a littie Letter

considered before thex' are madle. It is necessary, to a certain extent, to lead

the inmd of tbe xitness to the suLject ut inquiry. If questions are asked, to

which the ansxxer 'Yes 'or ' Nu' would Le conclusive, thev xvould certainix' be

objectionaLle, Lut i general nio objections are more frivolous than those which

are made to questic)ns as leading unes. '' ( Nichoils v. Dce ing Stark, Si.Y
What Lord ElleuLorough thus said in 1815 is equally true in i8qî.-Laze Gazette.

EVADING TI-I LAW.-Queen Elizabeth, in one of ber trenchant speeches,

roundly rated the laxvyers for standing more upon form than matter, more uipuf

syllables than the sense of the law. Had tire subjects of the royal censure dared

to answer her outspoken Majesty, tlîey înight bave retorted that ail mlanner o
men, if it suited their interest, xvere apt to do the like, and hold by the letter
rather than the spirit. When Pope Innocent put England under an interdict,

condemriing its fertile fields to barrenness, the people might have starved but for

some beneficent hair-splitters opportunely discovering that the interdict could

only affect land under tillage at the time of its imposition, and therefore that

crops might be raised upon the waste lands, commons, and fields hitherto un-~

ploughed. Necessity begets casuistry. The old knight whose sacrilegiaus deeds

earned him many an unheeded anathema, as he lay waiting the coming of death,

rememnbered that he was an excommunicated man, sentenced to be damned,

whether buried within the churcli or without the church. Although the contu-

matiaus reprobate had neyer found himseif much the worse for ecclesiastical


