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little thing, but shie can't be evervwvhere at once, and
Peter would nleed soille omie after him. the wliole tine
flot to speak of Jeuniie, the dlear littie laniiii e!

"True for you, Mrs. Allen, " would lier neiglibor reply;
"but you see it's tlîis wvay-witli iie : I get three or four

clays' steady work every week at house-cleanin' and
'washin', and that's a great tlîiîg. vou know, for a loue
woman like nie, for it lIelps nie to pay the relit and to
feed and clothe the littie ones. So whiat cani I do?"

" «But dou't von be tliuikin' ail day long that soulethin'
bad miglit lie happeuin' at, honie-soine terrible accident,
you L-now? If I was ini vour place I'd neyer have an
easy bour wheu I'd be away froui the chlidren."

" Well! 1 declare to you, Mrs. Alleu," said the littie
woman w-ith au easy siiie, "'that's ixot the way with nie,
at ail, at al. I dou't fret a bit about the children wvhile
I'm-n goue fromi theni. Y<'ui see, nia'aui, wlîeî I go ont in
the nwornin' to nîy work, I j ust put the children aud even
t'le littie place we have under the protection of the
Blessed Virgin IMary, aul' I ask lier to lie a mother to
them tilI I corne back."

««Well! an' what theu? asked the other witb. au
arnused smlile.

'Why, jnst this," said Mrs. Laîîigaii sin.ply, "that I
have no fear for mv fatherless little oues wheii I'mi out
earnin' their liviii', for I know thev're better cared for
than if I was with themu."

A miocking laugli behind bier startled the blithe littie
widow, and, tnrning, she beheld Sain Allen, who had
entered, unperceived by lier.

"What are you lauglîin' at, Sain Allen ?" she asked a '

littie testily, for lier.
"Why, 'what wvould I lie laughin' ut, Mrs. Lanigan,

ouly at your simplicity? How do -ou thiuk your Virgin
Mary, up in heaven, can heur what you say down here in
the court, or take care of your children? I always took


