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exciting the displeasure of one who is
ot only so holy and so good, but so
righteous and so terrible m majesty.—
Now, this tear of God is wisdom, Such
a fear, man conld not of himselt have i-
magined to be possible.  {le could nev-
er have supplied the vinculum or bond
between fear and love: he could never
have discovered how these were possible
in the case of the sinner and God.  But
God has revealed how ; and he now pro-
aounces that such fear is wisdom, and to
depart from cvil is understanding.  ‘The
fear of God (still consistent with confi-
dence and love), is.wisdom, hecause God
is to be feared. It is wisdom because it
is just what ought to be. It consists with
the very fitness of things.  Must not
that being be worthy of fear who exists
of himselty by his own neeessity of being,
and who made all things; that being whose
majesty is faintly symbolized in the glo-
ry of creation; whose majestic footsteps
are beheld in the operations of provi-
dence—who has impressed  his presence
in the visible heaveus, the most magnifi-
cent object we have to contemplate, in
the sun, and in all the vast and sublime
objects of nature ? If he is not to be
teared, then reverence or fear is not &
sentiment of our heart. Read any of
the deseriptions of God’s majesty in the
psalms, and then say it God 15 not to be
teared.  Are the attributes of'spotless ho-
liness and unerring rectitude not worthy
of veneration ? do they not inspirc awe ?
lave we never felt *how awtul good-
ness is”?  We shall one day feel it, if we
do not teel it now We shall see how
terrible God is or: his throne of holiness!
Is his power not an object of reverence
or fear, power which could crush the u-
niverse in a moment, and make his right-
cousness glorious in the destruction ofhis
evemies? Goid is to be feared even in
the meeting of his saints. What vene-

" ration iuspires the Angels when they co-

ver their faces before the throne!  Nor
is this expression adequate to the feeling
by which they are actuated. Al hea-
ven responds to the sentiment, and the
mighty host are even now bending be-
fore himand crying to one another,  ho-
ly, holy, holy, is the Lord of Hosts, the
whole carth is full of his glory.” Sure-
Iy, then it is wise to fear God: ¢ the
fuar of the Lord, that is wisdom.”

But it is wisdom, because it is the best
safeguard against sin; and it is surely
wisdom to cherish what will protect us
from it. 'Fhat surcly is the highest wis-
dom. Sinis the greatest of all evils.—

bh

‘I'here is nothing somuch tv be hated and
shunned.  And yet, that evil is in our
own hearts.  'The heart is deceitful a-
hove all things, and desperately wicked.
And what can so effeetually defend us a-
wainst such an evil as the fear of God 7
That seutiment, continually abiding with
us would deter us fromu the commission of
sin, or the indulgence of' it even in the
thought. It is the deseription of the
wicked,that they have no fear of God be-
fore their eyes, and therclore they are
wicked.  Men could not endure wicked-
ness, they could not indulge or encouny-
age it for a moment, if they had the fear
of God before them.  Our Saviour en-
Jjoins the tear of God ull)on us for this ve-
ry end: * Be not afraid of them that kill
the body, and afier that have no more
that they can do. But T will forcwara
you whom e shall fear. IFear i which,
after he bath killed, hath power ta cast
into 1lell; yea, I say unto you fear Him."
The carly churches walled in the jear
of Gody and in the comfort of the Holy
Ghost, and were multiplicd. There is
no evil against which we are sale, it des-
titute of the fear of (zod.  But + the fear
of the Lord is to hate evil” By the
tear of the Lord men depart from evil”
“The fear of the Lord is a fountain of
life.” Therefore it must be wisdom.—
Hence the parallelism here: * to depart
from evil is understandivg.” * Grant
me understanding,” says e Psalmist,
“and I shall keep thy law.”  To depart
from evil is understanding as contradis-
tinguished from a different course.  Itis
awful folly to commit sin. It is folly in
itself; and it is folly when considered in
its consequences. These consequences
are misery now, and, if unrepented of, ¢-
ternal misery hereafter. Is it not folly
to do that which is to occasion future nu-
sery, perhaps eternal woe 2 Remember,
by every sin you are planting an additi-
onal sting in your bosoms, au additional
thorn in your dying pillow, and treasur-
ing up for yourselves, if not savedin God's
merey, wrath against the day of wrath.
But if we would avoid sin, we must a-
void temptation, and this is also implied
in the expression to # depart from evil.”
Accordingly, it is said, **the wise man
forsceth the evil,and fleeth from it.” And
Solomon, the wisest of men, admonishes
us to « enter not into the path of the
wicked, and go not in the way of evil
men—to avoid it, pass not by it, turn
from it, and pass away. For they sleep
not unless they have done mischief, and
their sleep is taken from them unless



