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the parties maz; corcur in it, which is
effected through a compromise of princi-
ple. and a yielding up of truths which
God's word requires us to maintain, be
regarded with complacency by any right-
Iy constituted mind,  The union to wlich
we now refer siands ot prominemly as
a union to be admired, because it has
not been etfec ed by any “coming and
going"—any * giving and taking”—on
cither side. The parties held by a com-
mon |e~|imonf'. They recognise cach o-
ther's principles ; and they find that, in
the goud prov dence of Gad, they are
one. Lhe « Remarks on the Reply of
the Presbyterian Svnod,” which have
been occupying so many of our pages,
may enable s me who otherwise might
have had but little acquaintance with the
lustory of the Church of Scotland, and
the relation in which the Sccession
Church stood 101it, to understand the
principles ol this union; and we would
request special attention, not mevely to
the fact that a union has been eflected,
but to the ground on which it has been
brought about.  This may serve, on the
one hand, to illustrate the correctness of
the views on which the Free Synod acte
ed in dechnmg a uninn on the terms pro-
posed by the Presbyterian Synod ; wiile,
ou the other hand, it shows the beauty of
aunion which has its basis in trath, and
the strength of tha position which is pre-
sented tor such a umon in an adhererce
to the unmutlated standards of the West-
minster Assembly . .
On Friday, May 21, a deputarion from
the Originel Sevession, which consisted
of Dr, Mc¢Crie, Dr Shaw of Whitburn,
Mr. White of laddington, and Mr Pax-
ton of Glaszow, presented to the Gene-
val Assembly of the Iree Church the
following .
REPRESENTATION AND APPEAL.
Tothe Reverend the General Assembly of
the Free Church of Scotland, to meet at
Edinburgh, May 20th, 1852
The United Synod of Uriginal Seceders
wish grace, and mercy, and peace,
from God the Father,und the Loxd
Jesus Christ
RevereNp FATHERS AND BRETHREN,—
As the representatives of the Original Se-
ceders from the Church of Scotland in the
year 1733, deeply impressed with the duty
of “endeavouring to keep the umty of the
Spirit in the bond of peace," and more espe-
cially with our duty to unite with all the
friends of the Reformation, and recognising
m you the representatives of that Charch
from the prevailing party in whose judicato-
ues our fathers declared o secession, wa
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consider ourselves called upon in the ador-
able providence of God. to seck re-union
with the Church of our fathers. In thus re-
deeming the pledge which they gave to re-
turn to the communion of the mother
Chareh, by appealing to “the first free,
faithful, and refurming  Assembly of the
Chareh of Scotland,” we trust you will bear
with us, while we state, as briefly as possi-
bly, in this our Representation aud Appeal,
the reasons which have induced us to adopt
this sten, and the terms on which we would
be willmg to accede to your communion.

Qur futhers did not leave the communion
of the National Church from any dissatig-
faction either with her standards or her re.
formed constitation.  On the contrary, their
avowed design was 10 maintain (nese stan-
Jurds in all theie original entireness ; and
their main quarrel wth the prevailing par-
ty was, that. in thew administration, they
were guilty of a practical defection from the
principles of the Reformed Church of Scot-
Iad. -~ This charge they advanced while in
conumnion with the Established Church;
and they might bave continued to testify
for these principles within its pale, had they
not beceh driven, by the tyranaical procedure
of the Church Courts at that time, into a
statc of secessiont.  The reasons which they
assigned for their being  compelled to take
this step, were briefly these:—* That the
prevailing party 1 the Assembly were
breaking down our beautifil Presbyterian
constitution ;—that they were pursning such
measures as corrupted, or had a tendency
to corrupt, the doctrine contained in onr ex-
cellent Confession of Faitl: ;—that they were
imposing new terms of ministerial commu-
nion, by restraining ministerial freedom and
faithfulness in testifving agamst those sinful
and soul-ruining courses, and all this con-
trary to the solemn engzagements they had
come under at their ordination to the holy
mimstry; that these corrupt courses were
carricd on with a high hand, notwithstand-
ing that the ordinary means had been used
to reclaim then, and to siop the current of
their defection ;—and that at lengeth matters
were come to such a height, that they were
excluded from keeping up a standing testi-
mony against their backstidings and defec-
tions in the way of ministerial communion
with them.”

Thus providentially brought into the po-
sition. not of dissent from the principles, but
of secession from the judicatories, of the-Na-
tional Church, our fathers, secing no pros-
pect of being allowed to keep up a standing
testimony within the pale of the Establish-
ment, resolved to coustitute themselves ina
judicial capacity, and to testify in a state of
separation. Witk this view, they passed &
Jjudieial deed in 1736, entitled, “ Act, Do-
claration, and Testimony, for the doctrine,
worship, discipline, and government of tho
Charch of Scotland, agrecable to the Word
of God, the Confession of Faith, the Nati-



