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considered. liow often dloos the fariner or inchlanic, rogardless of
tie expense, throw aside a partly worii ituiploînlent to piciasPe a îîOw
one wlncli hoe tlîiîks will (d0 botter workz ? and is beller iroi/e ini tie
education of our cohildreu inatter of loss mionient~ ?

Your ratiier trite, referenco to the ignorance ini conimon things
ofle shoîî b colege radutes can, I think, hardly ho regarded as

being especially apposite to our schools ; unless it can hc shiowî that
Qucbec graduates ire niore faulty iu that regard than others. It is
%vel1. for conmulainers to bear iii immid tinît it is uincli caýsier- and
checaper to pull dow'n a poor, or a fair]y good structure, tha it is to
replace il by a botter one. I leave the position of tie Acadlemiies for
othoers to discuss, offering ouily thiis sugg estion, thiat if parents will per-
sist ia crow'dîng their cldren, who ouglît to 1)0 in the eleineuîtary
schools, into the classes of tie Model s":iîools and Acadoînies, tlîoy
muitst not bo surpriscd. if they fiial thonii oviNrcd y object lias
been to shiow the truc p)ositionl of oui- eleneîîtary scbools, aid that
the coniplaints as to books and studios ini these sehiools arc largely
iiiiagna ry. It is uiot, poriaps, iudue vaiiity for ni( to clain tliat I.
ani lui a position to kaiov that umubor the 1 )roseut systemn there lias
beeîî decided advaîîcomont Il along the whlîoe line." if Il reformns " iii
nîluor details are necdCd lot us have Umemi, but let us not condeîîuî
whiolosale witiou t oxainination.

\Vill you allow nic a wvord ini closing, 111)01 anothor p)oint. Many
wlîo declaini strongly agiîtthe niultiplicity of studios ini Uic sehools
hiave sonie additioîîal pet o1ýject whlichl tie*y claim sliould ho iiatroduced.
Judc Lynclî's subjeet is agriculture; and lie expresses regret thiat the
teachiers lhad refused to admit it as a sciioci study. ŽNo%, I imay bc
thouglît hieterodox, but fromn ny experionce as a fariner for more thaîî
20 years of ny lifo, and as a teacher liaving it occasionally thirust
upon mie as a study, as well as upon gonoral principleslz, i regard the
idea of teacliing agriculture, at least in the conimon sehiools, as non-
seîîse. As w~ell mnay %vc try to teachi painting or any othier art by a
more abstract study or thocory. The fuîîdamiental pinciple of al
education, l' TEe leart Io do b!/ doinqf," applies emiphatically to ilgDri-
culture and ail Eiko silbjoots. 1 would by no mecans discard thecory or
science in faringi, but let it bc acquired ini connectioui wvit1 practico,
and do not. attomipt to crani it as abstract stiffy, into the îuinds of
chljdren. I IBMD

Nov. 9tb, 1891.

To t/te Editor of t/we EDUCATIONAL RECORD:
DEAR SIR, -r. MWaltoî bias wvritten to thxe Montreal WVitnzes, a

coimnunication whichi PO1'lhis you will liardly darc rc-puiblisli, secing
it rofei's to those all-poworfuil conibinations thiat seek to mile the affairs
of the Teachcrs' Association. H{e niay perhaps find fui-ther food for
commnent iin the appointmient of the sub-coiiiimittoees, wlmere Mr.
ilewtomî's nine occurs at the end of every cornmittce. Perhaps thie

:359


