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neB in ail work you undertake-aill very -vital elements in worldly success.
So mariced is the bearing of religion upon secular well-being, that soe have
advocatsd its; support and spread in the wùrld on that grouind merely 'lIt
piumotes," say they, Ilindustry, and benevolence, and ordle- in the world."
it la cleai ly an article of their creed that ; «godliness ia prcfLcable for the life
that now is." Any further assertion about godliness we cannot and should
not expeet an earthite to make. 1Be) can ha inake more? 1 egard~ing hlm.
the inquiry cati pertinently be made which wae groundlessly asked concert'-
ing Job-,' Doth lie serve God for nougit 1" Bas not; the B3ible, al.s.! been
by some regarded as a funiction, of the state like statutes ard conctables, and
its support advocated solely on this ground. Mhat a poor ci.rill-book has the
Bible been reduced te by the bliudness and aetfishneaa of state-craft and
priest-craft.
Plis Seriptitres exhibit to us an everi sting righteousness to be started liera

inte life ana action in the hearta and deings of men. It is thiz fact that
makes 111e real and sarnest. It has been said that " the central part of us
is the sense of the infinite Nature of Duty.-' Thtis sense 'when it operates
ariglit informs us that right'.doing is higit as heaven, and wrong-doing deep
as heUl; that aven wnc thé j udginent is taking, place in mren. Thli j udgment-
day for eacli cf us wiii simply ruanifest what is being done in, these ouT eartly
days. Tis truth beiievsd in as it ouglit would be the dsath cf aIl "greatest
happiness"» theories cf virtue, and antinominn theories cf grace ; and the life
to the dsc]aration-" ail ScriDture la given by inspiration cf God and is pro-
fitable-" for discipline in' righteousness."1

Amid the nrany linas tint hurt, and diatract, and partdyr-- thre Chutch,
there la ore cf dire aud deep prevaience ln our tinta, that of somiamnbtdisrn.

iThe guif £ixed between right and wrong, -tihe endeavour ia made to, bridge by
Iplausible theories cf morals, 80 that mucir darkness and deadnss involve
Imoral distinctions. Men toc largely take to reiàion as a moral opiate or
emotional stimulant as thre need miay dictate or the humour suggest.
~Religion does not exist te, furnish pleasure and aoothing for moen. Tite
Church of Gcd is neither s restaurant ner a literary club. The truths cf thei
Bible are net to, be ours by dreaming about tiren, n'Aither are we in aiiywlse
te se relate oui.selves te the ordinances and doctrines cf tire Bible as te, ima-l

j gins tirat, elevator-fa-shion, we are te attain te what is high in the aight cf God
witbout thre use cf our ewn feet. It is true the saints cf God, whetirer Jew
or Grentile, are made te "'sit togTether in ]reavenly places ln Christ Jesus.' It
is, however, ne less true, that the vantage grotind given tirent in Christ is
neot intended. te, be a Recure retreat for indolence te luxuriate in, 'but a aupe-
rior position front whrch te work and fliht for the Lord. There are higli
places in the spiritual reahu te, whlch we mnust, clUmb, and never hope te bc
hifted. In Christ and for Christ we have a battis te fight and a race t'e rut',
and hence we are supplied -with ail that is requisite for our trainlng in
righiteousaess ; for tire principles cf religieus tratir must ba k-neaded into our
seuls by constant and atranueus endeavours te, do God'a ilil in gcod and evil
report, against the frowns or jeers cf the werld, tire pleadings cf our carnîal
'nature, and the devices cf Satan. The Bible sets befors us the character cf
God te humble us, cur heavenly Father's love ami pity te cheer and haip us,
and the awfu1ne-,,- cf human responsibility tc sober us and rendar all we do
genuine ini Goe' sight. lu these unspeakabl'y important respects is the
Bible useful te muan. Gcd has provided for mien a literature sacred because
inspired by inself te, give te, all true men the liglit and strengti which. will
fit theni te f ulfil their vocation.

Il. This briug(,,s us te notice rrew tirs account the Bible gives ia tire text cf
it wn purpose. Dees God hear the ravens when they cry ? Is there

inrplauted ln us by Hlinrasf the hungering after spiritual bread, and bias lie
made ne provision fer us, or bas tis hungering ne meaning but tirat lie may
tantaliza 'us by offering us a atone instead cf bread 1

Theli mari tirat miakes God iris portion and trust wiJl net lacir any good


