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isec now and again somc ciiplith( protest nmade against
t he dlestruction of our w oo(Is and I urests. Last winter

the suhject reccived more than usual attention, the Cana-

dian Premnier havîng been i icr\,iýeued hya large dele-

gation of represenfative mnen upon the subject. It is 'a scientilie fact

that the agiciirlprosperity of the cuniry, as \V.Al as the per-

înanency of our sparkling rivers and greal.ttc eîs depend

upon the existence of our forests. 'l'le lumber enterprise through-

out Canada is miaking annual incursions upon our forest doniain, to

the detriment of the agricultural and lumbering intercsts, and is

gradua]lly wasting the sources of fuel supply. I>rotests an(l repr(à.

sensations to the (Governm,2nt will be of little avail unless folkoxxed by

sorne statutory mieasure framied for tlie protection of the woods and'

forests. The fire fiend. whiclî recently lias been very wasteful of the

forests ini New Brunswick, is an elenient of great destructiveness,

whose liimits are almost inmpossible 10 lie controlled by legislative

enactments. But the actions of tre woodmnan can bie controlled so

as to prevent lus wanton destruction of natur.e's supply of a product

so essential to the prosperity of thîe country from a national point of

view. Laws can be enacted to regulate the lumbering operations in

the great forests str.etching along the rivers aind bordering upon in-

land waters. I-rivale ownership cannot, of course, as a rule, lie

interfered wilbut there is no private ownerslîip of sonue wvood-

lands, whichi night not, perhaps, lie suhjeeted ho Governient regu-

lations in the interests oif the general publie, and in some cases to,

the advantage of the private owner lîinîself.

Regardless, liowev'er, of the diffieulties 10 lie overcorne iii the

case of attenîpting to control the righits of private ownersliip of

woods or forests, tliose difficulties do not seeni to present tliselvcs

in the case of large areas tlîat are anîîually denuded of forests in this

country. Reforestation of bared areas sliould lie mad- compulsory.

Linîits sliould lie set to the operations of the lumbernian, and of

lumber companies. The utility of forests and tlîeir indispensable-

ness from thîe point of view of thie country's best material interests

should lie made a subject of regular teaching in our sehools. The

full realization of the evils resulting fromn deforestrâtion would thus

lie more adequately impressed upon the minds of the rising genera-

tion, The knoxvledge of the actual extent of Canadian forests, their

value as an industrial asset, tlîe annual raite of depletion of the same,


