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The Family Circle.

THE “ THREE BELLS

Captain Leighton of the Eaplish ship ** Taree
Bells ** some years ago rescued the crew of an
American vessel sinking in mud-ucean.  Uaablile
to take the crew off in the storm and darkness,
he kept by until morning, often during the night
shouting through his trumphet, * Never fear:
LUl seand by you !

THE ** THRKE DRLIS."

Beneath the low-hung night cloud
That raked her splintering mast

The good ship settled slowly ;
The cruel leak gaioed fast.

Qver the awlul ocean
er sigual puns pealed out.
Dear God ' was that ‘I'hy answer
From the horror round about ?

A voice came down the wild wind,
“Ho ) ship akoy!" its cry:

¢ Our stout * Three Bells of Glasgore*
Shall stand till daylight by ?

Hour after hour crept slowly,
Yet on the heaving swells
Tossed up and down the shiplights,
The lights of the ** Three Bell."*

And ship to ship made sigoals,
Man answered back to man,

While oft to cheer and hearten
The ¢ Three Bells* nearer 1an.

And the captain from her taffrail
Seant down his hopeful cry,
* Jake sncart. Howton.  he shouted,
“The * TAree Jiciss shallstand Ly o

Al night across the waters

“The tossing lights shone clear ;
All night from recliog tafrail

The ¢ Three Bells ™ sent her cheer

And when the dreary watches
Of storm and datkaess passed,

Just as the wreck jurched under,
All souls zoere saved at last.

Sailon, ** ZAree Bells forever,
Ia grateful memory sail !

Ring on, * TArce Lells™ of tescue,
Above the wave aod gale?

As thine in night and tempest,
I hear the Master’s cry.
And, tossing threuph the datkness,
Thelights of God draw nigh'
~ I Rssticr.

AN COWER TRUE ' TALE.

The people-of Verdale were going to
bave a pastor of thewrr own.

The Charch had been organized under
the labors of the pastor of a seighboring
cburch, and atastelul little edifice had been
erected in which to worship, and oow the
day, 1o which they had looked forward so
eagerly, was at baod.

Sabbath after Sabbath found a new .an-
didaie in the pulpit, but first, one could not
preach a good sermon, 2uother did not
bave an engagiog maaner ; but at last one
came who mu. t surely suit them. He was
atall, well bailt man, with a face shining
with an ioward peace, and a kind acd friend-
ly manoer. QOae felt after balf an hour's
chat with him, as if he sympathized with all
one’s griefs, and rejoiced 1o one's pleasures.
Acd his sermon was foli ot strong meat,
elegantly served.  They could not do better
than accept him, so he was soon the pastor
of Verdale Charch.

“Yes, Mrs. Newcomb,” said Mrs.
Eames, as she sa» "= ber neighbor's parlor
on Monday afternoon, ‘‘we have got the
right man at last.

“His name? Mr. Elliogwood and if
ever tkere wasa born preacher, heis ooe.
Heis 2 yonng man, so, of coarse, he will
draw in the young folks. Aund dear koows |
they oeed some ope todraw them ! And
such a sermon as he preached yesterday )
Ifeis certainly a man sent from the Lord.™

Yes, Mr. Ellingwood was a man sent
from the Lord. Every day bis heart was
thrilled with as all-absorbing desire to do
just the work the Master would have him
do, at the Master's own time.  ** Lord what
wounldst thou have me 10 do 2 was his daily
Jasstion, as he weot oot after the cinog
onts, or tried to streogthen the weak ones.

He was not long in discovering that,
though there were maoy good people in the
place, they were afflicted with that dread
disease, gossip and back-bitiog. So, with a
conscience ever ready to troable him ifhe
did not rebuke cvil, his sermons were plain
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and searching for those who would neat;
but many thought ot therr neighbor’s short-
comings, and were pleased with thelr pastor.

Under bis ministrations the Ohurch
awakened to new life. The Sunday school
grew more interesting, and oune class, which
many bad tried, but few cared to keep very
long, was given to the pastor. Aund how
the pastor's heart yearned over those boys!
They were rude fellows, full of animal
spirits, who could not, or would not, keep
still ive mioutes at a time.

Day after day they were carried in pray-
er to God, and Sabbath after Sabbath were
taught faithfully from God's Word. Dare
we who laok on and still see their restless-
ness, say that no good is being done ? If so,
many poor teachers might fold their hands
aud say, * It is of no use—I can see no re-
sult of my work.” But no—* God's Word
will not return unto Him void *—* for io
due season ye shall reap if ye faint not.”

Time passed on. Mourniong hearts were
made to see their sorrow in a new and bet-
ter light, young people and old were drawan
nearer to the Father of all, and God seemed
with them. The people were filled with
joy, and all felt that their pastor was all
they could wish. After a time the pastor
brought bome a bride, a dear little womao,
fair and fresh as a flower, and ready to
help in any good work. Days, weeks and
months passed by bappily and busily for
mauy, but some who bad been earnest and
efficient at first began to fall away. “ Really
1 feel tired this morning. 1 guess ] wont
fo out to service till evening.” Perhaps
when evening comes they are still so weary
they feared they would faiot by the way—
but they were still able to atteod to business
or any amusement which occurred during
the week.

The watchfal pastor soon noticed the
missiog ones and used every eflort 1o draw
them back. To some be gave a word of
counsel, to anotber, not being able to see
him in private, he senta letter. But for
that map, Mr. Taylor, Sataa had planned,
as he was ooe who would bave a strong in-
fluence for good or evil. 'When he received
the letter so full of the loving spirit of the
Master his heart was touched, but Satao
whispered, “ What ripht has heto dictate
to you " ** Sare enough,” he thought, *“he
is not so old that be can dictate to every-
body ; but the man is so full of egolism he
thinks he is the oaly good man in the place,
butif I chcose to stay at bome and read
good books it will do just as well as going
to Church.” Oh, Peter, you will be sorry
some day ! You do not realize that yoo are
runolog away from the Master! But Satan
was well pleased and hastened away to
make mischief at choir practice. Oance
there he ** nudged * Mrs. M. and told ber to
lisien to Mrs. G, scream. Mies. M. did so and
thooght Mrs. G. could not sing welt eaouph
to be head soprano. “And here comes
Mrs. E,, she's always late, and Mr. H. is al-
together too 2othoritative. I declare I wish
I never belonged to this choir.  I'll leave if
things don’t go better." So Satan put un-
happy thoughts io ocne, jealous thoughts in
others, careless thougbts in others which
grew and Dblossomed aotil there were
many oblovely thiogs said and done
tn the choir. A few more whisperings
by the evil ooe and the choir was spoil-
ed - broken ap by a quarrel. Then did Mr.
Ellisgwood act the part of a peace-maker,
but all to no purpose. The members only
felt as if he was ameddler. Then he gave a
stirring appeal from the polpit, and asked
who, out of love for the Master, would vol-
unteer to sing.  * Would they not ask God's
and their neighbors' forgiveness, and siog,
oot for m2o, aot to show how fce a chois
they coald maintain, but sing 'as anto the
Lor .' ”

But no, Satan had been too busy, and
people’s tongues were too sharp. When oae
ceased the warfare another took :it.op, and
so those children of God ravelled out the
wortk which had been wrooghbt with such
labor and prayer. Bat, thank God! they

did not undo all the work, for Christ is stilt
stronger than Satao and all his hosts, and
many a note was struck which will continue
to sound through all eternity.

Then DBrother Taylor and some other
zealous (?) bretbern and sisters began
to {eel that to do their duty they shoun'd uy
to get & minister whom everybody would
like. But how could they get another min-
ister when they still had one? They could
oot tell him to leave, so they * must get the
minds of the people” which meant they
must change the minds of the people.

“Don't you think we waat a change?”
said ooe ‘“pillar” to asother. The other
looked around and saw that Sister S. would
not speak to Sister B., and was about say,
‘* Yes, brother, we need an cutpour:ing of
the Spirit," when the other said emphauc-
ally, “*\We need a new minister! "

‘' A new minister! Why brother? ™

Why haven't you heard?

“No, what?"” in great astonishmeant,
not knowing what dreadtul thing must have
occurred.

‘“ Why, Ellingwood is just bated by the
majority of the people. Now look at the
way this church is filied- -only about balf as
many as when it was first built, and young
Hendrick says all the young people say they
will pot attéad church while he stays. And
then look at that Sunday-school class—"’

*‘Yes,” interposed the other, **1 have
noticed a much larger attendance than ever
before, and am sure be bas ahold on them.”

“Well, but what do they come for?
Laughiog and giggliog fully haif the time.
He s not the inan for them. Avnd he wrote
such an wsulting letter 1o Brother Taylort
Because a man doesn’t attend church every
Sunday (‘‘ And does sell goods on Sunday,”
mentally inserted the other), to be talk-
ed to as if he had commitied some heinous
offence. If he had used meso, I would feel
like chasing him out of the place.”

 Iut, brother, have you made this a
matter of prayer?"”

“Prayer! Itrustycu do oot thiok we
are beathens! Of course we pray for our
church in all its forms.”

* Bat, weuld it no! be better to find out
how many like him, instead of bow many
dislike him? We all thought the Lord sent
him and this does not appear to be the right
way to part with him. The Bible says,
** Love the brethren ” and * Be patient with
all men,” and Brother Ellingwood has obey
ed that command, and we would do well to
follow his example.”

“Bat he has faults which—"

¢ So have we, brother.”

¢ Well, you will seethat he has very few
friends, aod [ do not wonder-—a man who
does not care who he offends is not the ane
for this place. Why, if we bada man who
would draw, there are outsiders who would
attend, and ! koow one man who would
give Sz2507

You may be sure that poor Mr. Elling-
wood soon felt that the band shakes were
not so cordial—aund rumors were floating
that he bad said 2nd done many things of
which he had so remembrance. Thean
some of the brethren came ar intervals
aod told him sad stories of Brother X's
family, who were offended by his last ser-
moo, and Sister Y. who fel' hurt because
he bad not called daung her son's diness
{though the pastor could not tell by intai-
tion when aoy ot his flock were ailing, and
no messenyer had been seat himto acquaint
him with the fact), till be felt as if life
was a2 burden and boped that like the
¢ way-worn traveller "—** Deliverance will
come” in some way. At last it did
comz in this way. A brother suddenly
discovered that Brother Eiliagwood was
commaunicatiog with a chorch which he
would accept ac a pastorate if he was on-
Iy freed {rom the onc at Vendale. So a
meeting was called at which they decided
to release him and 0 sead bhim a letter to
that effect.

The pastor was overwhelmed ghea he
got the letter. ‘' What made them think
1 watted to leave,” he wondered. Bat
Satan koew that a brotber had oaly heard
the pastor say that W—— desired a pastor
and the right man would find a good feld.

So be went to seek a aew home, and
ere loog foond a field where tbe psople
were {oll of spiritoal life aod teady 1w
water the seed which the pastor planted.

Bat Verdale cburch did not bhave a
pleasant or prosperous time. Satan had
put so moch of his leven in the place,
that the people were always at the first or
last end of a quasrel ; aad the next pastor,
who was to_suit cverybody, found he
could not please anybody, so he left them,
praying that the one which took his place
might have better success ; and the people,
foosed from Satan's boadage, might live in
the sonshioe of God's love.
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Aflter ayear spentin studyiog the life of oy
Lord, we return to the Old Testament to e
sume our study of Istacl’s history. We had tei.
luwed the course of events until Israel hyy

escaped from the purswing Egyptians thioun B

God’s mighty intervention at the Red Sea. Tk
home readiogs cover the intervening esent
which 1ead up to our fesson for this week. There

are two things to be noted in our study of thetee §
- commandments:

the character of the law and
the contents of the law.

I. The Character of the Law.- I
By this we mean what these commandments were

intended to be to Israel. We know thatin Nex

Testament terms the difference between Pautanl BE:

the Judaising teachers who gave him s» mad
trouble hioged upon this matter; and we koo
that much musapprehension exists even (v-dij
about this question.  Sume would have us behere
that of the Law God said, ** Do this and live,

while others contend, and coatend correctly, thr ¥

the word was rather, ** having life do this.’ Iz
otber words the Law was given as the rule of Lk
to people already in covenant with God, and &
asa new covenant, in which life was promised
on condition of cbedicoce.
God,"” etc., makesit plain that the ground v
which the Law proceeded is that covenantdl
pomise v iz with Abraham 430 years belore
this time. God had remembered His promis
and had delivered His people from the bondage of
Lpypt and now as His people their lives were ts
b ordered accordiog to this Ju  Thisisame.
ter of preat importance to us, for according to the
argument in the epistle to the Galatians, tha
covepant of promise is the very same coves:
usder which Christians stand, and theiefore tbe
YTaw, a5 2 tule of life, i still biading upunw

We are not at liberty to set aside any of thes §

commandments as Jewish, and therefore not biad
;6g upon us; if the coveoant, through which=e
are now received as peopls of God, is the same 1
that through which Abraham 2nd his chue
descendants became the people of God, thentke
rale of life presceibed for them remains the reie
oflife for us. The Law thenis the rule oflé
which God has given for the guidance ot i
covenart peodle.

II. The Contents of the Law-
Of coutse we are dealing only with that porti2
of the Law which 1s contaised in our lessos,
nactely the ten commandments or the mowt
law. We koow that these commandments we
first spoken by the voce of God Himself o
Sinai, and afllerwaids wiiten oo two Lluaae
stuae a6l Jaud g oan the atk of the wovenan. A
*a the Aivision which maiked the cad of the b
table we know gnothinp; hut a very sapufical
knowledge is sufficicat to showus tbat this ke

falls natosaliy into two parts. The first seis §

forth man’s daty towards God, and the sceod

bis dotly towards his fellow.men. The szzd B

the first four commandments is found in the fof
pat of oar Golden Text ; thesum of the oibdey
i the last part of that text. Pat very butls

ihese  cummandmeats may be  summanzcd »
follows  The Azt presenls the object of @a3d

worship - - Jehovah—the covenant God and His
alone. The sceond picsents the mode of wix,
ship; no? at wan may fancy, batas God e
scribes.  The third presents the  spinit in whith

the matter of God's worship is 10 be treated. Tie i

fomith sts fonth the time which is to be sel 3
vxpressly for God's worship, oae wholedayn

seven, and that the day which marksths most = Y
portant eveat 1n the world's history. Comizg L 3N
the filth commandmznt wefindmans datyto b3
fellow men introduesc by setting forth the day B

bt u®es lo his ¢ ".cots—those who stand ncas
w him. Tue siath demands sespect foe o0

peighbor’s chicfest posscssion—bis life. T

seventh respect for out neiphbar’s wife, The
cighth for our ncighbor’s gproperty, and ¢
diaeth for our neighbar’s good name s while i
tenth is theinterprctation act of the whole, 23
shows that the demands of thelaw arc not st
fied with man’s outward obedicace, but extead
e spitit 10 which these duties are performed.

1 am Jehovah, it; B3
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