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Jan. 3oth, 1895.)

¥ | Honnell and Dr. Robertion, recently publish-
M . &d 10 your paper, can hardly fail to correct
- 1 msconceptions, aad beget a more profound
en | %ad practical interest in the Scheme.
ch i { The vast majotity of our present self-
o+ Lystaining charges in the Synod of Mani-
n- foba aad the North West Territories huve
‘¢ ‘eome through this phase of development,
fa }-avmg received valuable and indispensable
DS aid from the Augmentation Fund. The im-
Us ' Jnense advantage of having a permanently
3¢ %ettled pastor has been almost invariably
W ? llustrated in the more rapid growth of the
el 'ﬁeld, the increased ioterest of the people,
he od the earlier attainment of financial inde-
ed pendence, The exceptions to this rule are
U1 found oniy in those localities where cir.
lec cumstauces preclude the possibility of rapid
e browth.
The appointment of Ordained Mission-
le.l Yries to our Home Mission fields is, at best,
" f ‘10 expedient to meet pressing demands, and
15| Yo secure that here and there, at least, there
‘M| shall be men who can dispense the sealing
M ordances of our Church. But it was never
m. ‘.sdesigned to delay uaduly the settlement of a
10t }Jastor. Aund though we can bear glad testi-
1 ‘mony to the excellent work done by many
3l bfour ordained missionarics, yet experi.
ISy ence has conclusively proved that the feel-
olf . }ag of uncertainty and instability inseparable
'3y from the method is unfavorable to the rip-
€3} Bst fruits of the pastoral relation, and
W hinders any far-reachiog scheme for either
i3) bypansion or consolidation. Nor does the
plan seem to meet with the approval of our
off .theological graduates. Most of them de-
10, -tline to accept such an eagagement, and
ndl pthers seem anxious to shorten the period
st for which it is suppased to last.
1, Heoce the gap between the ordinary
sl * mission-fields and the sel{-supporting con-
bt} gregations must be filled, mainly, by settled
d pastors who derive a smail portion of their
% Support from the Augmentation Fund. It
b} §snot a financial question. The money is
W} Lequired and must be furnished 1o any case.
laf* For as Christians and Presbyterians we can-
B, ‘hot prove disloyal to the Scripture princi-
o %:lc that the strong should held the weak.
™. Shall the weak be helped, then, only as mis-
“,, ~Bion stations, or may aid be granted when,
¢4 with Presbyterial sanction, they have called
16; & pastor? Shall we not be doing violence to
35, Yhe principle mentioned f we help our weak
! Helds only in case they consent to remain
e ithout a settled pastor—that is, 1n a con-
duion less favorable to calling forth their
“pwo best efforts?
Toillustrate the valuable work the scheme
asdone, it may be stated that out of thirty-
_ fiveself-supporting congregationsin Manitoba
ynod to-day, about thirty of them have re-
eived aid from this fund for a looger or
i} bhorter time. They were thus enabled, at
4] %u earlier period than had otherwise been
i} possible, to enjay the advantages ofa set-
1! Yled minister and to become centres ot in-
1¢ fluence and helpfulness. Some of these
pr eere in districts bundreds of miles away
g from the nearest Presbyterian minister.
y; purely only infatuation itself could have sug-
pf- Fested the postponement of settiement until
',aathese fields had reached the self-sustaining
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X jv Aund to illustrate the important fact that

‘Tongregations thus helped are not leaning
Ppothe fund to save their own pockets, it
hould be noted that their average annual
. contribution per member for mimisterial sup-
ort is fally fifly per cent. higher than the
.pverage over the whole Church.
Should this fund fai), the loss to the Church
T ill, in my bumble judgment, be simply ncal-
. ‘;ulablcandirrcparablc. Manyofour augment-
d charges will be reduced to mission fields
.End their growth checked. And many mis-
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wa-fieldsthat are now locking hopefully
-{orward to a speedy settlement will be doom-
-¢d to trudge wearily along the old way, with
$0 one to stimulate their zeal and upify
heir efforts by having linked bis future pros-
ects with their own. It need not surprise
<3s of, under these circumstances, some of
ur people should get discouraged. They
{nay well wonder what has become of that
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bond of sympathy that is supposed to bind
all our congregations together and that finds
so sweet a voice and so tender a motive in
the Heavenly injunction, ‘¢ Bear ye one an-
other's burdens and so fulfil the law of
Christ.,”

The $30,000, asked for Augmentation
means only an average of twenty cents per
annum for each member 1n the \Vestern
Section. It is simply incredible that our
Christian people will allow this scheme to
fail rather than make the small sacrifice
those figures imply.

Portage la Prairie, Jan. 14, 1895.

BOOKS OF DEVOTION.

At the regular weekly prayer-meeting
in the Central Presbyterian Church, To-
ronto, on Wednesday, the 16th inst., the
pastor, Rev. Dr. McTavish, delivered a brief
address on ‘*Books of Devolion.,” The
Doctor directed attention, first, tothe “ Coc-
fessions of Augustine,” written in the third
or fourth century of our era, probably during
the period when Ossian wrote his poems,
and at a time when Christ's name had not
been hea:d of by that sweet singer. Refer-
ence was next made to the * Imitation of
Christ,” by Thomas X Kempis, written in
the fifteenth century, a huundred years before
the time of Luther. While fully doing
justice to the beauty and devotional excel-
lence of ¥ Kempis' writings, the speaker
also pointed out some grave errors to be
found iu them, notably his erroneous views
of life, 1 Kempis baving advocated seclu-
sion from the world, as the only way of
keeping free from worldly sio. He also
believed in the efficacy as a means of
salvation of imitaung Chnst, that s,
trying to be like Him ; a view taken by the
Unitarians of recent times.  Such teachings,
of course, must fail, as the atonement of
Chnist is left out. Dr. McTawvish also re-
ferred successively to the tollowing books as
being valuable helps to devotion, viz.:
Jeremy Taylor's *“ Holy Living and Holy
Dying " ; Bunyan's * Pilgrim’s Progress "
and “Holy War"”, Baxters *Samt's
Rest’ ; Wm. Law's ‘*Serious Call” and
** Prayer " ; Samuel Rutherford’s * Lett-
ers ' ; *“ Daily Meditation ” by Rev. Leo.
Bowers; ‘“The Quiet Hour,” by Austin
Phelps, *“Abide .a Christ” and * The
Children for Chnst, by Andrew Murray,
and Dr. Stalker’s ** Imago Chrnist.” The
Doctor dwelt at some length on the letters
of Samuel Ruthford. This noted divine was
born in 1600, and had charge of a parish o
Kirkudbrightshire, Scotland; but being

the victim of religious persecution, he was
imprisoned in the castle of Absrdeen. His
parishioners were heart broken ; but out of
what appeated to be a great evil, came good,
for had not Rutherford been, like the
apostle Paul, imprisosed, we would not have
had his letters. Ulumately, Mr, Rutherford
was released, and waselected Priocipal of
St. Andrew’s University, and Professor of
Duvinity in that venerable seat of learning.
Dr McTawvish’s lecture, which was histened
to with great attention, showed him to be as
capable a teacher as he is ap earnest
preacher.

OBITUARY.

Mr. James Croskery, clder at Beachburg,
Ontario, died on the 25th Dec. in the sixty
seventh year of his age. Deccased was bomn
acar Perth, Uot., and moved about thurty seven
years ago to the township of Westmeath where he
succeeded in making a comfortable home for him-
selt and his famile. For twenty-seven years he
was an honored clderin St Andrew’s Church,
Beachburg, and for many gears a bSabbath
school teacher He wasa man of sterling char-
acter, faithfuland conscientiousin the discharge of
duty, 20d held in high estcem by the entire com-
mumty. He leaves a2 widow and four sons.

Mis. Alexander Ross. -Tt falls to the lot
of comparatively few to be so aniversally be-
loved by all classes as  Mrs. Rass was.  Qf
the geotlest and most sympatheuc of dis-
positions- sne who might well be said to have
loved and sympathized with everybody—but
espectally the poor and afflicted, she followed in
the faotsteps of Him who ' went about doisg
good.” She was the daughter of Rev. James
Campbell, of Kildoaan, Scotland. Losing her
mother at an carly age she was from that time,
until her first marziage, the constant companion
and belp of her beloved father, whom she very
strongly resembled. A man who could never sce

want or distress of any kind withont doing all he
could tu relieve it, Mr. Campuell was thus a con
stant example and stimulus to his dauphter. Her
work in hec father's parish aod in the town of
Laverness, to which they afterwards removed, is
still held in swect remembrance, Coming to this
country, in 1853, as the bride of Rev, M. Suther
land, of Pictou, Nova Scotia, she was speedily the
dearly loved mimster s wife, and hand 1n hand
with her husband ia her work., Mr. Sutherland
dying aftee their brief and happy married life of a
few years, his widow married in 1362 his succes-
sorin Knox Church, Rev. A. Ross,  Ier sutviv.
ing children are respectively, the wives of Rev, 5.
C Gunn, of the Scolch Fiesbyterian Chucch,
Boston, Muss. ;3 Wm Guon, M.D., of Clinton ; D.
1L Portee, of Landonand Rev. Alex. MacMillan,
of Mimico,  ler children were all around her on
the day she died. There was nothing gloomy
about her death, nathing bitter about her memory;
1t was the peaceful end of a beautiful life. She
was brghtiy conscious almost to the last and
especially characteristic was the constant thought
- even in that ime ~for everyone, excepling her-
self.  Her remns were taken, accompanied by
her husbaad aad son-in-law, Rev. A. MacMillan,
tu Pactuu, Nov: Scoua, to be laid beside her
father and thiee children,

** Sleep un, beloved, steep and take thy rest,
Lay down thy head upon thy Saviour’s breast ;
We lyved thee well, but Jesus loves thee best,

Good night ; Good night.

. Rev Wm King, whose death took place at
his residence in Chatham on  Saturday eveaing,
Sthinst., was bomn November 11th, 1812, near
Newton-Limavady, county of Londonderry, Ire-
land, and educated at Glaspow University. At
the age of 21 he emigrated with his parentsto
America. He remained with them one
year, then went south and settled in Jacksoo,
Louisiana, where he obtained a situation as rector
of Mathew's Academy. lle marned in 1840
Mary Phares, a daughter of John E. Phares, a
planter, by whom he had two children. Mrs.
King died at Edinburgh, Scotland, February,
1846, the Rev. Dr. Chalmers among other
friends attending the funeral In 1846 Mr.
Kiog was licensed in Edinburgh to preach,
at the same ume as Professor Grege. D.D.,
and was sent by the Free Church of Scot-
land, as a nussionary to Canada. In 1847 he
went south to Louisiana, and sold a plantation
which he owned there, and manumitted his
slaves, fifieen «n number, brought them to Can-
ada and formed the Buxtun setttement, for the
social and moral improvement of the colored peo-
ple in Canada. Here he labored untl the close
of the Amencan War, when the affawrs of the as-
suCiativn were wound up and the youog men and
women who had been educated at the Bux'on
Mission went south and found uscful employment

there.  In 1853 Mr. King marned Jemma
M. R xter, aaughter of the Rev. Dawd
Bax*er, minister of Lillies Leaf, Scotland  Mis.

King di d on the 7th of November, 1887, at Bux-
ton, and Mr, Kong reired from public hile in 1388,
and moved 1n:0 Chatham, to spend the evening of
hisdays During the past year his constant com-
pasion and puasdian has been his niece, Mrs.
Janueson, who for a number of years labored asa
tussivnaty in the island of Furmosa. Ihe kind-
ness and decotivn exhibited by this lady for ner
venerable uncle has been that of no ordinary
friend or even relative, and much of the vigor of
bady and intellect he exiibited, althoupb past the
allntted age, has been due to the coostant and
sagacious attention he has received at the hands
of Mrs. Jamieson, who, in her noble work, has
been ably assisted by her sister, Miss Straith,
The funeral took place on Tuesday, the Sth
inst. A short service was conducted at the family
residence by Rev. Dr. Battisty, pastor of the
deceased, alier which the remains were conveyed
to St. Andiew’s Chuich, where the funeral ser-
vices Inok place uader the auspices of the Presby-
tesy of Chatham. The remains were interred in
Maple Leaf Cemetery. On the following Sab-
bath evening 2 memonal strvice was conduct-
ed by the pastor, Rev. Dr. Bartishy, in St.
Andrew’s Cnurch—of the session of which
Mr. Kicg was member for eighteen years.
‘The Buxton settlement, to which reference has
been made, of which the late Mr. King was the
founder, and during its existence the moving spirit,
wa. une which in us carly days evoked great in-
terest in the Chuich, and until its winding up was
reported on in the General Assembly from year to
year. It consisted of nine thousand acres of land
in the Couoty of Kent set apart forats use. On
this rescise a large number of colured refuuces set-
tled the Jats heing of 50 acres and sold cheap and
on casy terms.  Charches aod schools were estab-
lished, saw malis and other industries were staited,
stores were upeaed, and the lhittle colony grew and
multiplied. For cleven years the Buxon settle
ment, as originally ozganized, existed It educated
many, and matenally and morally improved all
the colured people comprising it. For a ume
Hoo. Arch. McKellar was a leading coadjutor of
Rev. William King in this noble enterprise. The
two made atour of the old country in 1860 and
gathered funds to aid the colony. At the break-
ng out of the American war the freedmen in
Canada beganto flock tothe States to join the
Union forces. A large company was organized
at Buxton. After the President s proclamation of
freedom many went over the lines to the * old
land.” The original raison detre of the scitle-
meot as a home for negro refupees ceased, and in
the nawrtal order of things the colony as a colony
broke up  But while 1t existed at signatly fulfilled
its mission, and rcalized the expectations of its
founder. Rev. William King was koown as the
original of *¢ Clayton ™ in Hatriet Beecher Stowe’s
novel, ¢ Died.”
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BECOMING A8 LITTLE CUILD.
REN.
REV. W 5 MACTAVISH, B.D., sT. GRORGF.

lU..Aon‘mbcling with the Juniors ~uggested, to bited
by the Junior fuperintendent 1

Feb. 1o=Luke xviii * 15:17 3 Mane, i 26-26

In Matt. xi. 2g, the man is coatrasted
with the child. But when Christ presented
that coutrast He did not mean to imply
that the man is sinful and the child sinless ;
that the man is impure and the child pure ;
that the man is guilty and the child innocent,
The coatrast is rather between the attitude
or temper of the man, and that of the child.
The fundamental thought is that it is the
meek, teachable, humble spirit of childhood-
and not the proud, self-reliant spirit of man-
hood that receives and welcomes the bless-
ings of salvation. The child is tainted with
original sin, but it is trustful, humble and
willing to receive impressions, whereas
proud man is sometimes quite unwilling to
humble bimself and receive instruction

There is’a difference between the man
and the child. Paul says: * When I became
aman 1 put away childish things.” But
sometimes the change produced by years,
instead of being lor the better, is for the
worse, aod the child, who was once so will-
ing to be instructed, the child to whom God
and Christ acd heaven and hell were so
very redl, becomes the proud, self-satisfied,
self-willed man, who is aot willinog to pro-
strate himse{ before God and sue for
mercy at His hand. Many 23 man might
confess with Thomas Hood, *“ 1 am farther
off from heaven than when [ was a boy.”

Why is it that things which are hidden
from the wise and prudent are revealed
unto babes ? It is because the <zhild is
docile, teachable, The child knows that
his kaowledge is very limited, but he has
an instiactive desire for more. For this

reason he asks a great many strange and
perplexing questions and thus tries to in-
crease his scanty stock of knowledge.

Again, it is because the chmld 1s very
trustful, He eccepts without dispute what-
ever he is told. Tell him about the greatest
wonders of this, or jany other age and he
believes them implicitely. He does not
look for incounsistencies or contradictions ;
he does not try to place truths in antagonism
but receives them as one in nature and de-
sigo.

Odoce more, itis because the child is
humble. Christ recogmized the humility of
childhood, for when He wished to teach his
disciples that they should be meek and
lowly in heart, He set alittle child among
them as an object lesson.

Unless a man becomes like achild ia
teachableness, in trustfulness and in
humility many things will be hidden from
him. These three are the conditions of
entrance into the kingdom of chemistry,
mathematics and astronomy. Unless oue
1s teachable, trustful and humble he cannot

enter into these kingdoms, And for the
same reason he cannot enter into
the kingdom of heaven. A man must
accept without question certain elem-

entary truths in science before he caon
cater the wider field. So also there are
certain fundamental truths in religion which
must be accepted, and the one who declines
to accept them bars himself out of the
kingdom of heaven.

Chnistian workers should be greatly en-
couraged io their iabors on behalf of child-
ren when they know that even very young
children may becomne the subjects of saving
grace. Itis said that not one in tep of the
members of the Moravian Brethren can
recollect any time when he beganto be
religious. Rev. Moses Hoge, D.D., often
said that he could not remember the time
when he did not love the Lord Jesus Christ.
Dr. Thomas Scott, the commentator, testi-
fied that lis daughter was converted when
she was but three years of age. Edward
Payson was coaverted in early childhood.
Dr. Jonathan Edwards affirmed that Phebe
Bartlet was brought to a saving knowledge
of the truth when she was but four years of
age. * Samuel ministered to the Lord when
he was but a little child, Although these
were mere babes there was revealed to them
that which was bidden from maay who con-
sidered themselves wis: and prudent—
many such great writers and thiokers as
Gibbon, Paine, Voltaire, Renan, Hume and
Sirauss.



