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ilotes oft te 1eeh.
It xii interest the friends o! the Bible to know

that the National Bible Society of :Scotland has
struck, out ýa new departure o! the ereatcst intcrest
and significance in connection xith Bible circulation
i China. This is the production o! the Gospel of

St. Mark in Chinese, with short notes caicuiated to
mnake the narrative intelligible to the Chinese. This
departure has received the approval o! many mis-
sionaries.

A writer in the Nfeza Zéalcv:d Presbyteriait, com-
paring natio nal xith denomînationai schoois, says:
Given'schools with permission, if the people desire
it, to have Bible lessons and religious instruction,
and we venture to say that our Protestant population
will tàke no step to build and maintain separate
schools. None know the cost o! efficient schools but
those who have had to provide the ways and rucans.
With the liberty to have Bible lessons, and un-
sectarian religious instruction in the State schooi,
under the-double shield o! a time-table and a con-
science clause, wvc do flot anticipate that our Pro-
testant d'enominaticins xvould desire separate
schools.

The reception o! Rev. Dr. J. G. Paton, in Belfast,
Irelanxd, has been most encouraging, and his capa-
city for work is, at his age, something remarkable.
One Sunday the agcd nissionary deiivered four
addresses, wvhich xvere lîstened to with rapt atten-
tion. It is hoped that he may succeed in accom-
plîshing the great abject o! his visît at this time,
which is to obtain half-a-dozen or more missionaries
for the New Hebrides, and raise an annual sub-
scription o! $s,ooo to rnaintain a boat indispens-
ably necessary for mission xvork among the islands.
SubMcriptions are freely coming in and there ap-
pears to ho littie doubt that before the veteran mis-
sioriary returns to Australia his mission wil ho a
success:

The Chinesé question is giving the Presbyterian
Churchin Newv Zealand concern, as it is doing xith
us in Canada. At the last meeting of the Presby.
tory of Westland a suitable man being available,
the subject was next considerod in its financial
bearings and the foliowing resolution xvas carried:
"That .owing to the unfavorable reply of the trea-
surer, no qtcps be taken at present, but that every
cndeavor should be used to have the Mission put
on such a. footing that a missionary could ho en-
gaged." The convener further reported that very
!Oev applications came to him froin the congrega-
tions-of the Church for Chinese tracts and Testa-
ments, showing, he thought, a somewhat languid
interest in the spiritual welfare of the Chinese xith-
in our borders. He thought this wàs a pity and
*iot right. He had a large supply on hand, an d
would.be glad to send xvhat might ho anted for
payment o! carrnage.

The Rev. Dr. Robinson, o! New York, chairman
-of a-committee.of the Presbytety on Ilthe relation
o! the Presbytery.to:students of Union Theological

HSeminaiy applying for license to preach,» sub-
mited ~reortwith two recommendations:. First,

that 'the 'Presbytery requires that students for the
miniifrxy ivho shahl hereafter, apply to ho takon
.undcrtbe care o! thé'Presbytery shall not, aàd-ad-
"iscstlhos-néwvi ndér its care should not, pur-
iue thilelg cburse in any senfiinary di-
approy.edby 'the Gèherýal .Asemb'ly.. Second, that
due Ùo"tifica*tio'n ho.giveni students and icentiates of
tis. action.i Thé-firstiesolulozn was diwvided',.hon"

on mt~onhi~ ord ecomeàd's" vas substitut-
cd foethe 'Vor à'ç irs" nby' a vote of
.'to ý1d. ~ ,criL. Th rst, lte first recomnienda-

tin±fIn~igto- students .uo uder the care.o
the stcy y.ad n 1 table. The second

was do~~d i~ sliht'chage.There was a
argeattendànoceand. bùt.little speakiùg.
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The différence in opinion regarding the use and
abuse of Opium, wVhich is conspicuous in the cvi-
dence being offered to the Opium Commiqsion o!
the British Govcrn ment, is decidediy interesting.
Men o! equalI knovlcdzc and experience contradict
cali oCher as to the effectç of the drug on the con-
dition o! the Indian andJ Chinese races. So con-
tradictory is the evidence, indeed, it wvould be diffi-
cuit to foreteil the decision o! the Commissioners or
its resuit upon the traffic. There are two aspects of
the question, howvcver, which should flot bc lost
sight of, and which shouid in a large measure regu-
late whatever conclusion is arrived at-viz., that the
drug is ijscd mainly as a luxury, and as such might
very wvell be disposcd o!f ithout injury to aught
but the revenue, which could easily be recouped
from other sources. The other important aspect o!
the case is that missionaries are almost universally
opposed to it, and none are better* able to judge
fairly than they are of its cvii effects upon the
people who use it.

The Rev. Principal Dykes, of London, some tirne
ago proposed in his Presbytcry the sending by the
Synod o! the English Presbyterian Church of fra-
ternai greetings to the General Assembly o! the
Established Church of Scotland. This motion has
called forth a good deal o! comment. Xriting to
the Preslyteriait, the organ o! the Presbyterian
Church in England,the Rev. Doctor says: "With every
other Presbytcrian Church o! any magnitude in the
three kingdoms we maintain 'more or less !riendiy
relations. Among Presbyterian Churches out of
Scotland we stand, so fiar as I know, alone in hold-
ing aloof entirely from the Established Church. No
good reason can be given for this absence o! the
usual courtesies wvhich sister churches o! our order
are accustomcd to pay to one another We are
united wîth our brethren of the Church of Scotland
in the Presbyterian Alliance. We exchange annual
visits iwlth the Synod in Eneland wvhich is in con-
nection wvith her communion. To have no wvord o!
greeting for her General Assembly, wvhen in spri ng
wve visit other churches in the north, appears to me to
be incorisistent, unpresbyterian, and lacking in
ecciesiastical comity'"

0f the late Rcv. Dr. Swvanson, whose death we
chronicied last wveek, the Presbytcriani says: 'Dr.
Swanson wvas selected for our China mission in zS6o,
along with the Rev. I-I. L. Mackenzie, from a band
of outstairding and devoted students of Newv Col-
lege, Edinburgh. Proceeding to Amoy he became
the colleague of the Rev. Williani Burns and the
Rev. Carstairs Douglas, the tw.o men wxho, more than
any others, mnay be said to have founded the
China Mission o! our Church. He made an excel-
lent missionary, acquired a more than. usual com-
miand of the language in preaching, did noble xvork
in the Amoy district for more than twenty years,
and only abandoned the field when it becamne evident
that if life were to te prolonged he must flnally re-
turn to this country. His work since, .among the
congregations 'of our church, in pleading for the mis-
sion, his occupancy of the Moderator's chair o! the
S5ynod, his many able, stimulating, and most hopeful
addresses, and 'his frequent and hearty appearances
on behaîf o! the British and Foreign Bible Society,
for which lie had a deep and loving regard, will be
long remren.bered, and we are sure his .weicome pres-
ence ivill :,begratly missed. He has Ieft.many at-
tached friendsý among us. and the deeptst sym-
pathy wýill bo extended to the bereaved widow ..nd
family2' __________

The Belfast Queen's College Students' Union
lately askcd Miss Steele, o! the Victoria College, to
give.a lecture on behâlf of the Union. Miss Steele
w .as one ofa-body o! representative ladies sent Out
to<Chicao during.the Exposition. to sec and'heýar
ail th y .possibly couid regarding educatiorial
metho)dsemployedin, the:States. Rev. Dr. HaImil-
ton?, Tresdent of the Co11eàe, occupied: 'the chair.
Miss Siteele'ssubjiect ,as "Impressiops of Amricica.'
As icgards.Chicago:she-was struck with. the 'rough
ncss -and unevenness of the strcets anidthe hih:

the buildings-", sky scrapers," as they wvcrc calied.
She then described an American reception wvhich
she attcnded. " There wvas none of the stiffness and
formality that wvas characteristic in this country.
The conversation wvas generaily on literature and
politics, wvhile tbcrc vas an utter abs'ince of tittie-
tattle. The physique of the ladies 'vas striking, and
in many senses wvas beautiful ; their paltor was due
to some cxtcnt to sharp ciimatic contrasts. Sh c
must say a word on the subject of thc American
gentlemen. They wverc cxtremely courteous, and their
courtesy to their wives wvas most particularly notice-
able. Miss Steele concludcd by paying avery war-M
tribute to the virtues of the American people, men-
tioning that one of their most charming fecatures Nvas
the deep intcrcst wvhich they exhibited in the old
cou ntry.

We are giad to see that there is on foot an agi-
tation among the rnerchants of this city for a re-
duci ion in the rate of city postage for letters. It
appears absurd on the race of it-and out of ail pro-
p~ortion to charge two cents for city postage and
only three cents for a letter that niay 'have to be
carried from H-alifax to Vancouver. If the one
charge is fair and reasonable, then the other eau-
flot be. XVhy not go further and aiso ask at once
a generai reductioni of postage from ihree ' to tWo
cents for the whole Dominion? Feiv things con-
tribute more to the general satisfaction o! 'the
people,to foster buqiness and actually prornote hap-
pincss, than speedy, sific and cheap means of com-
munication by letter. No one wvouid begrudge a
deficit in his department of public service, wvhen -a
feit benefit wvas received by ail. if some of the
public money squandered in many wvays were better
uscd there couid be no difficulty in cheapening
postage oaver the wvhole Dominion, which wvould be
a boon to ail classes. If the people of the United
States are willing io bear a deficit in the postal
service that -they mnay have the advantage of cheap
postage, why should flot we in Canada follow in
this respect their exam pie, and aiso that of the
mother country where a low postal rate instead o!
increasing the deficit of this service, has actually
made it a large paying one. We cannot, of course,
expcct the same thing to take place in Canada
owing to our sparse population and immense dis-
tances, but a cheaper postage rate is something
which wouldbe welcomned and the benefits of it en-
joycd by ail classes.

In Newv Ztaland they arce restling with.
the subjcct o! religious teaching in the public
schools. The Soretltad Timnes of that island gives
the following illustration o! what parental neglect
and the absence of ail religious reaching in the
public schools can do in the wvay of producing re-
ligious ignorance. Upon a little child being
brought into court in order to ascertain i! she un-
derstood the nature andz obligations of an oath
the folliwing took p!ace:IHow old are you?" Ten years old lait
birthday."

"«When was' your last birthday ?" «:LastJul.
"How old are you now, then ?" "TèiIý à. r

and seven months."
"When will your next birthday hc ? "Next

J uly, sir"
<' Do you go to school ?" Il Ves, sir, the, State

School in - Street."
"Been going there long ?" «A. littie over a

year, sir."
"Were you at schgol before that ?"Yes sir, at

the State School in--- Street, three or four
years."

"Cari you read ?" « Yes sir."
"And rite ?" Ye s."
«WelI, rny littie womn, did you ever hear any-

thing of God ?" «'Beg- pardon, sir"
IlDid you .ever hear- of God ?" Il0f .God, sit, ?"

q4Did you ever hear anything of your heavenly
Father ?" 4!Beg -pardon, sir ?"

tg'Did you ever hear anything ofyour Father, in
heaven?" «!-My father is at homei, -sir."

44Did you ever hear anything about Christ ?" «"1
doni't'knowVsir '2
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