THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

e o E— o —— it =

VoL 1s.

TORONTO, WEDNESDAY, MAY 206th, 1886.

— —— —— = -

No. 22.

** §n every respact a credit to the Presbyterian Church i Canada '~
Barvie Gazetle,

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

PUBLISHED EVERY WEDNESDAY BY THE
Presbyterian Printing and Publishing Co.

** Without doubt the best religious publication 1n Canada, and a wel.
como visltor to thousands of familie<.*—Sér atfond Beacen.

THE PREIBYTERIAN o recommended by the
General Asacmbly ns ¢t worthy tho bearty nuppors’ of
the minfeters and members.

& An Agent wanted {n every congregation in the Domindon, Lib.
eral commissions to suitable persons.  Specimen copies mailed five on
application. Apply st onteto

C. RLACKEIT RORINSON, Tarna(o._

Rotes of }be 'ﬂ(ﬂee!;;i

NOTWITHSTANDING a healthser state of public feel-
ing in reference to Me. Chaslton’s bill for the pamsh.
ment of seductior, it is heing pruncd down and ren-
dered less effective at every turn. Last week the
measure was returned from the Senate so moditied
that M. Charlton described the amendments as very
objectionable, and he reluctantly assented to them
only on the principle that the mutilated bill was bet-
ter than no billat all.

Tur Sherbrooke Examiner says : While walking
along one of our streets the other day, we met a
schoo! boy, for he had school books under his arm,
puffing away at a pipe. The lad was, from appear-
ance, from ten to twelve yearsof age.  Whatever may
be said in favour of tobacco, and very little can be said
for it, the effect is most pernicinus in one so young.
Massachusetts has a law prohibiting the sale of
tobacco to minors under sixteen years of age.

WiTH the advent of warm weather the duty of at.
tending carefully to the requirements of sanitary law,
in other words to thorough cleanliness, physical, do-
mestic, ‘'moral and municipal, becomes urgent. There
ought to be in every dwelling plenty of pure air, and
a plentiful supply of pure water. The calamitics of
last scason, small-pox and cholera, arc not at present
menacing, but the former has given a hint of its ex-
istence wn parts of Quebec Frovince, and the latter
has intimated a possible descent upon Italy and
France. Let us hope that these sad seourges willtais
season be held in check.

THE disestablishment movement has manifested
itself in Sweden. The Lutheran Church, both in
Sweden and Norway, 1s the Church by law estab-
lished. Dissenting Churches have of late ycears, for
various reasons, sprung nto cxisterce, and 1n some of
the larger centres of population such;}!:urches have
developed considerable strength. \With the growth
cf dissent bas grown the desire for equality, and the
jealousy and dislike of a favoured class. A few
carnest men at Stockholm have started the Rehgious |
Liberty Union, and have issued a prospectus.  Several
tracts also have been published setung forth therr
grievances.

AT the sixteenth anniversary of the Woman’s
Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian
Church in the United States, held iately in Brooklyn,
the attendance was large, and the public interest un-
usual. There were present 2 Syrian lady and a Hindu .
pundita. The latter is a remarkable woman, still
young, but old enough to have committed to memory
the whole of the Rig Vedas. She s a recent convert
1o the Gospel, and came to America to study medicine
in order to be helpiu) to her countrywomen. She
speaks English with accuracy and fluency. A Bible
presented to her by a Presbyterian missionary was
the instrument of her conversion.

THE Toronto \Women’s Christian Temperance As.
sociation is not exclusively okcupied with matters of
merely speculative interest ; they are -constantly de-
vising means by which the weak, the helpless, the
tempted and the crimuinal may be bencfited ; they are
«onstantly engaged in the work of practical benevo-

lence. Last week they held their twelfth annual
meeting, at which philanthropic ministers, laymen
~nd ladies assisted. Encouraging work in the
Boarding House, Prison Gate Mission, the Relief
Socicty, and the Girls' Industrial Institute was rc
ported. These departments of good doing are deserv-
ing of much more encouragement than they have yet
received.

I¥ mimisters do not denounce the corruption so
manifest in political life as at present urged to do, they
at least pray for those to whom 1s cntrusted the gov-
ernment of this Dominion. Readers of the daily jour-
nals cannot help wondering why these prayers re
main seemingly unanswered. Certainly the dense po-
litical atmosphere of Ottawa has not become either
purer or healthter of late. What with manifest
lying, jobbery of all kinds, and discreditable compacts
caoming to hight may theie not be & misgiving that our
august rulers, that 1s some of them at least, are past
praying for? The Chnistian aatizen can neather expect
nor desire that every member of Parhiament should
pronounce the same political shibboleth as himself,
but he ought to desire and pray and vote for such law-
makers as fear God and hate covetousness.

A VERY pleasing and-enjoyable entertainment was
last week held in the Normal School in connecticn
with the Toronto Chatauqua Literary and Scientific
Circle. Mr. L. C. Peake, president, occupied the
chair and briefly detailed the great progress made
by the institution since its commencement. There
were circles throughout the United States, in various
parts of the Domunion, 1n European countnes and in
Japan, where much good was being done. The mu.
sical part of the entertainment was well sustained by
amateur and professional artists. The Rev. H. M.
Parsons delivered an earnest address showing the
value of the Chatauqua movement in promoting Bible
study. Itis giving a most healthful impetus to in-

tellectual, moral and spiritual culture. The success
of this institution is a hopeful sign of the times.

THE American Congress of Churches, whose ob-
ject is to promote Christian union and to advance the
kingdom of God by a free discussion of the great re-
ligious, moral and social questions of the time, hold
their second annual meeting at Cincinnati this week.
It is composed of representative men of all the lead-
ing Christian denominations. Among Presbyte:ian
members we notice the names of Dr. Ormiston and
Anson D. F. Randolph. Topics arranged for discus-
sion are, A True Church; its Essentials and Cha.
racteristics ; The Present Necessity for a Restatement
of Christian Belicfs ; Readjustment in the Church to
Meet Modern Needs—in City and Country, and in
Foreign Mission Ficlds: Religion and our Public
Schools ; The Workingmen’s Distrust of the Church;
its Causes and Remedies, and other subjects.  Gover-
nor Foraker will preside, and the Roman Cathoiic
Bishop of Cleveland, Hon. Everctt P. Wheceler,
Henry George and many others are expected to take
part in the discussions.

Ox the first day of the present month the Canada
Temperance Act went nto force in a number of
counties and in two cities. We may be prepared to
hear much conflicting testimony as to the amount ¢f
benefit conferred on the localities where it is now en-
forced. Much will be said of cvasions of the law,
and morc of the improved condition of the geople
when drinking places are closed.  Unbiassed and im-
partial tesumony thus far is decidedly favourable to
the geod results of adopting the Scott Act.  In every
place the police cells have had fewer occupants.
Streets are more orderly on market days,.and an dir
of improvement is visible in many quarters. It is
also plain that where the Act s strictly eaforced the
law works well. Wherever authorities show wndif
ference inats enforcement there is to be seen more or
less open indulgence in drinking. In several places
excmplary fines have been inflicted on violators of

the law at the outset.  Such strict measures are sute

to have a deterrent effect and thus cnable this law to
have a fair trial.  This 1s all 1t needs.

Last week two instances of dastardly outrage on
supporters of the Scott Act were reported in Ontario,
Rev, James Lawson, Methodist minister at Cobden,
when abuut to leave on a tran, was accused by
a hotel-keeper, recently fined for violating the Act,
of giving the information that lead to conviction. Mr,
Lawson denied having informed on the offender, but
stated that 1t was his determination to do all he could
to assist in the enforcement of the law and to give in.
fgrmation when he got a chance.  In default of other
argument the infuriated hotel-keeper struck, knocked
down and jumped upon his antagonist, on whom he
would have inflicted serious injury had not bystanders
gone to the rescue The dynamite outrage at Orange-
ville hag heen refeated  The magistrate there who
faithfully carries out the Act, for no other reason svi-
dently than his fidelity, has been singled out for the
persistent attention of some desperadoes, who, it is to
be hoped, will soon get the punishment their crime de-
serves.  Such acts do not tend to make the prohibi-
tory measure unpopular.

COMMENTING on the attitude of certain Scottish
United Presbyterian ministers on the Irish Question,
the Christian Leader says : A somewhat curious fea-
turc of the rupture caused by Mr. Gladstone’s scheme
in the Liberal Partv is the prominent part taken in
opposition to the Government measures by four at
least of the most prominent mimisters of the United
Presbytenan Church.  Both Professors Calderwood
and Duff were speakers at the great demonstration in
Edinburgh addressed by Lord Hartington and Mr.
Goschen, the latter professor indeed presiding at the
overflow meeting. Dr. James Brown, of Paisley, whose
cloquent appeal persuaded Mr. Goschen to visit that
hotbed of Radicalism on Saturday eveming, proposed
the amendment against the bills at the conferences of
Liberal delegates in Glasgow ; but, though .he ex-
pounded his view of the subject with signal force and
ability, only nincteen in an assembly exceeding 200
voted in favour of his resclution. At Musselburgh

Dr John Taylor, formerly of Glasgow, took the same
course at a meeting of the local Liberals with a simi-
lar result.  Great as the influence of this quartette
may be, we suspect they do not represent the feeling
prevalent amongst their brethren.

A TRANSATLANTIC contemporary thus gives ex-
pression to an opnion that wili be endorsed by many
earnest and thoughtful.Chnistians . How much truth,
forgotten on both sides of the sea, there is in the re-
cent remark of an Amencan wnter on the failure of
the Church to put honour on the regular means of
grace. “ Itis often smid, when an cvangelist comes
into a town and sccures the hearty co-operation of all
the ministers and churches, that if the same rallying
could be had around the pastor, or pastors, the re-
sult would be the same. It is true. What caused
the rally? The evangehst's reputation.  He hasbeen
so successful clscwhere, it is believed if the conditions
are repeated the success will be repeated. And so,
perhaps, on the reputation of a man, the Church as
onc person flies nio the work.  Suppose, now, the
faith 1n the man were transferred to God aud- His
Gospel.”  This last sentence is one that will bear
pondening.  Suppose a Lhurch should conclude that,
as God has promised His work should be effica-
cious, He would certanly keep His promise. Sup-
pose, further, a recollection of the past should con-
firm that fasth. Then, suppose on that noble faith
and confidence n the truth of the Lord, the Church
should look for blessings at every prayer meeting,
and pray every sermon into the hearts of the people,
and conduct every Sabbath school m the conviction
that God’s Word would not retum unto Rim void-?
What then?  Would that God who blesses the expec-
tations that gather around.a special service withhald
His blessing from those ordinary means that are
baptized with the tears and lifted with the believing
prayers of His own people?  If the honour we some-
times thoughtlessly put on men were given to God,
we¢ wauld rejoice 1n unfatling streams ot satvation,
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