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careful ii the forninton of luis opinions. He will aot
aivnnce a stop until lie is sure of bis grounti, but luav-

s ing, witlu ail the force oiconviction, taken a firnit stand,
it would lie no easy tisk ta distotige hM. lie ducs
flot assumue a tone noidogmatism, but spcaks witu a
sense of profaunti respect for the views entertaineti
by others. The positions tiken by him an the eider
ship wvill cammlenti themselves bath by tîmeir scflh)-
turalness anti reaisonaibleness, wh'lite concerning bis
re:îuarks on tîme value nti fonictions of tlîc office t;itre
witt bc ne tiiversity of opinion. rhey were bath just
anti valuiable.

Principal Grant's contribution Io tlïe Conference
iras on a souuuewlint delicate subjccî, "Conditions cfi
Ministeriai Success, iduicl lie treateti witb bis accus-
tonieti niasterly discretion. In the main line of luis
argument at ail eveiuts lie carricti lis lucarcrs iully
.%long willi hmii. 'lic brie! piper breatti an excel-
lent spirit. It ivas tclling, terse anti occasionally bril-
liant. 1-is classification of qualities requisite ta suc-
cess ivas r% hnppy one -intellcctual, spiritual anti
teilnperamiental.

The tone andi sptri'. af Rev. J. C. Smith's piper
were aise excellent. lus trentinent of luis tmne, as
iras bofilting, ivas more hortntory thnargumentative.
lic sought ta arouse a deep sense af personal obli-
gation ta clo active work for tîme goi af men anti the
glory of Goti. The happy anti tiniety extemipore re-
marks Pi Rev. E. D. iNcLair-n, on «"Hotte Young
Clilten niay bie Urough'. ta Confcss Christ,» ait
wortliy of spccial mention. As a wluole the Conter-
ence was ver>' profitable anti enjoyable.

TUE TORONVTO AN!) KINGS TON S YNVOD.

litE. meeting of tbe Synocl of Toronto anti Kingston,
lielti at Cobourg hast %wck, gives rise ta a few rcflec-
tions. It is anc ai the hargcst ant imost important
Synotis in ilie Church. Its procetings are watcheti
ii decp) întcrest, anti its decisions are influentiai.
One thing in connectian with thue late me* eting thmat
occurreti ta mosi, iras the comparative paucity af
menmbers in attendance. Witbout cbarging thc absent
%viîh intiiffurence, the suiall meceting inay bc accounteti
for by thue nearness ot tîme tirne appointeti for the
meceting of the General Asscmbly. Minisiers ranl Mt
afforti timne, anti do not care ta unclergo the iatiguing
journcys anti work ivbich attendance at Synoti and
Gencral Assembly entait, If comparatively few min-
isters nit at Cobourg, the attendance ai eIders iras
salnler stili. The Presbyteries near te the place ai
uuceting %wcre faîrl' %veit representeti, whilc thue more
remate hati very few tielegaies indeeti. Onq goati
brother, a mînister, claimeti ta bc the only member af
bis I'rcsbyîery prescrnt. It lias aiso been saiti for
etders tita'. te ian>' af theni the time of meeting is un-
suiteti. Aut effort wv.ý nmade ta change thue time, but
without satisfactor>' result,

A circumstance that occasioncti favourable com-
ment wais the liearty anti kintily wclconîe accortiet tlue
nîeunbers in the town ai Cobourg. Minister anti
people victi witlu cacb other in iheir enticavour ta
niakze the gaihering a success, anti the attendance n'.
the cvening ineetings spoke %voit for the interest taken
by the Prcsbyteians af the attractive townr ai Cobourg.
l'ime frientis af iter ticnonîinations aiso --.tended a
gelncrous hospiîality.

There was more 'xork ta be dont '.h, coulti well be
accounplisliet in the limitedtim niat tlit disposai ai the
Synoti. he variaus overtures bearin.- on important
matters, anci involving changes requiring grave anti
scriaus consiticration, iti flot reccive anythir.g hike
exhaustive discussion. Tliere was jus'. sufficient, ta
acdluaint niembers witb the purport ai the proposais
they cmbodied. A gratifying icature that deserves
mention iras that nat a .ingle niember ai the Court
taLxet patience by long or frequent speeches. The
speaking in evcry case %vas pertinent anti business-
hike. No brother can bc accuseti witb liaving matie
vwearisaiwe 'a''eîp'.s, '.a spread hiniscîf.

lIme mas'. intercsîing part ai the proceedings iras
the prcuentatian of thc reports af the Standing Coin-
mitcs. The respective Conveners in ever>' case jus-
tiflcd the wisdom ai their selection. The report on
thue State ai Religion presenateti a number o! interes'.-
ing tacts, arrangeti with gr.eat care, anti evicnceti
througlîout a fine spirit. its suggestions, as migbî
have been antiip.iteti, were unanimously atiapteti,
anti if faithfüll>' frllawvet oni, cannot fait ta prove con-
ducive ta flie besi anti trucs'. ativancement ai the spirit-
ual lite or the Chuurcb. Thbe Rev. M1r. Miligan's ire-

port on belualf of the Sabbath Scho~ol Conimittec ivas
ane oi ttîe niosi comuplote anti satistactor>' yet pire-
senteti. The Information it convcycd iras vcry full-
a mast important thing in suclu reports. luec wvere
saine cîrlinquenits %vite faileti ta senti in returas, anti
tueir negtec'. ias iorcibly iliaugli flot unkintity coin-
tienteti on. tn most respects, tlie tacts presenteti
shuwedtit thbis vcry valuable anti luopeftul part of
Cliturcl work is being prosecuteti with ftitbirulness,
diligence anti zeal. Aiutg the reconîunendations
maîde, spectat importance %vis wiscly attaclieti ta the
tcacluing ai tîme Shorter Catechism..

'l'lit Report oui Tcinperancc was tcss full, nat
frein any tauli ai the Convener, but frot tic inuex-
plicable paucity of the returas. The mais'. expert
wvorkian in aur own days, no more tituan in former
tiluies, cati nuake bricks witluout straw. Considering
the difl'uculties îvith which ttic Convoiner hi ta conicati,
bhis îvork iras wil donc. H-e %ias able ta report
gratifying progrcss in tîme atiranceiîient ai tluc 'rein-
perance cause, the valuable aid rendereti b' l'rcsbytcr-
ian miinisters anti people, wvhite justl>' anti gecrausly
acknowlcdging tlue gooti work donc by otl',ers. Tmough
flot a inatter ai statistics, it iras nlot the lcast interest-
ing str.tement in thie report that an nti-Scott Act tc-
turerlhatisait thai be would rallier uiceta grizzly Ila
thman the Rev. Johin Smnith on a plaîforni.

The Report on Sabbatlu Observance, by Principal
Caven, iras comîpact, luciti anti pointeti.I 1' ias a
infitel ai neatness anti brevit>', covcring att essential
pal uts, anti condemning la eflrective but temperate
jtenuis the attcmipt of certain newspapers ta issue Sun-
day cditions.

Tbe Cookc's Clburcb catse was anc ofiabsorbing anti
painfui interest. A solution of the grave difficulules
iras tluougbt ta buave beca founti by the Presbytery o!
Toronto, but their tiecisian %ias appealeti against.
Parties irere hecarti at consiticrable lengtb, althougu
the discussion that followvet %vas brief anti by no mecns
exhaustive. The adtiress ai the Rcv. Johin Kirk-
patrick in support ut bis appeal iras unsparingty
seveve la its intiiscrinîinate tienunciation. It is ta bc
regretteti tha'. lie assaiteti honoureti anti esteeîîeti
fathers wluose praise is in ail tlue chuorches. It is
ouîty just ta hlm ta atit thuat he subscqu mntly expresseti
luis regret for tîme manner in whicb bc iiat spoken af
ihcîi, anti in extenuatian e-xplaineti that 1'. was iheir
action in bis case, nu'. iheir personal îvoruh or lîîgh
character, on %vich ie reflecteti, anti tlîat ie bati been
goatict by long-continueti irritation. Tbe gentlemen
representing thue Session aiso saiti some very severe
things ai the minister ot Cooke's Cburch. Principal
Cavca's speech in defence ai the Presbytcry's tiecision
iras ver>' forcible, but aiso ver>' catin. 1'. was obviaus
tlurougbout the progt . af thie case tbat if fe)rg iras
carefully suppresacti it iras ai the sanie time ver> in-
tense. It is a niosi serious tbing wîhuen tîme wchl-bcing
ota cangregation anti thue standing anti reputationo ta
talenteti anti able Christian ninister are a'. stake.
The case, bawevcr, is flot yet tiecideti andi ta indulge
in profulse comment on an important mnalter 4ubjud.ice
ivoutt be manifestly improper. he camnesi desire ai
ail irbo lave thîc prospcrity of Zion is that a jus'. anti
rigbtcaus tiecision ma>' be reachueti.

*m3ohIs aîiè MHa43a3f11es.
BunaIcAl. ExposIroR AN!) PEOPLE'S COMMEîN-

i-ARY. Dy' Jacob 1M. Hirzcbfelder. (Torontoa: Roir-
soit & Hutchison.)-Another number ai ibis valuable
îvork bas been recently issueti. The learne.d authar
is rcntiering important service te cariiest anti intelli-
gent stutients a! the Sacreti Volume.

WVIIITE CROSS SERtES. (New York: E. P. Dut-
tan & Co.)-lhcse tient little tractates are not pull-
tisheti for gain, but for the expresr. purpose of daing
gooti. The receail>' forrned association for the pro-
motion o! personal purit>' aud for remaving one ai
the satidesi plague-spots that afflict humaxuity, mekes
appeals ta men's hearis anti consciences -ia this par-
ticular. The numbers before us are writtea with
cax-nestness anti power. .

GLEANINGS FR051 O)UCRcOPS OF SII.URIAN
STRATA IN TUE RED) RIVER VALLEY. B>' J. Hayes
Pan'.cn, M.A. (Winnipeg: Walker & May.>-Pro-
fessor Fanion, a careful as ircîl as enthur.astic scien-
tis'. bas cicamineti îith interest the geaology o! the
Redi River Valley. He possesses thc facoît>' ai ob-
scrving minutel>' anti recording bis observations

clcarly andi conciscly. Titis o acbuenoarpl
will bc rend witm interest by thc geological studcnt.

Tiin lloiii.i-.rîc ItEviEw. (Newv Y'ck Funk &
Wagnailis; Toronto: . illiain l1higgsj- Sanie publi-
cations ]lave a distinct sphcrc for %liclî tbicy rcr
specially fitteti, others try ta crcatc a sphtcre fur thymii-
selves, bcing more or lcss successiol. Titis ingitzifle
lias a sphere or its uwn andi it is stendily bccomling
botter fittcd for the fieliti se ably occupier The
proscrit is an admirable niiiiber. htpace forbids thec
speccification of its contents, but the cont-ibutians andi
contributors arc of the best. The subjects discusscti
arc timcly andi of great practical value te tht, clerical
rcadcr.

Ti. RUSSIAtNS AT *1 uE GATFS OF~ I-IIeRAT. Diy
Chiarte!, Marvmn. lNew York - Chiatles Scribner's
Sons ;Toronto . *fht Standard l'ublishing Co.)-In
evcry public crisis thcec us sure Ia bc a plcntif,.l crop
of catch-penny publications whiclî woulti have no
chance of circulation but for the prevailiuug cxcitcent.
This book docs not beiong ta that class. It i5 by an
author who lias cnjoycd cxceptional opportunities of
knowing whereof lie spcaks. 1He writcs wvith caution
as %vcll as intelligenuce. l'lie book, %voit andi careiùlly
printcti, is in piper coyers andi publishiet cheaply.
It gives an intelligent cx;>lanatiou of tlue presenit
Anglo-Russian complication and the causes Iluat led
Up te il.

CANADIAN INli'JIODIS'T MAGAZINE. Editeti by
Rev. W. H. Withroiv, D.D. (Toronto : William
Ilriggs.)-Tltis is an ab!y conducteti andi mas. inter-
csting magazine. Thuere is aîuch variety in its con-
tents. Care secins ta be exerciseti not only in what
is admitteti to its pages but in what is excluded.
lucre is nothing tu bc founti ini it cither wearisomc
or prolix. The May' numiber opens. wifli a gracefut
and graphic piper from the editorial pen, descriptiv.e
of " Venice froin a Gondolaz." Among cilher note-
worthy contributions may bce mcntioned: 'lIllustrations
of the H4armony betteen Scripture andi Science,"
"American Indian Literaiture," and tîme "Indian
lrobleun," by Rev. Egerton Ryerson Y'oung. The

magazine is handsomety andi profuscly iltustrateti.
TiiF PULII' TRLSURY. Editeti by Rcv. J. Sait-

tierson, D.I). (New York :E. B3. Treat.>-This
monthly-valuable ta ministers, students, Christian
workers gcncrally, andti dmirably suiteti for family
readling-has completeti its second volume. White
undenomninational it is distinctivcly evangehical in its
toac. The sermons in the preserit numnber are con-
tributeti by Rev. Frederick D. Power (of whoni there
ia portrait anti an engraving af bis church in WVash-

ington), William T. Findley, I).D., Rev. J. L Harris
andi Dr. Thain Davidson, of London. The outlined
sermons are on vital topics by noteti divines. The
other contents of the nunîber are varieti and useful.
The announcemients for the new volume indicate tha'.
nu cirort witt be wanting ta make the 1i'ljiit Ttrea.ry
stihl more worthy of the grcat success ta which it bas
attaineti.

OJISCURE CHARACTERS AND) MINOR LIGUiTs 0F
SCRIIITURL By Frcderick Hastings. (New York :
Funk & WVagnalls ; Toronto: -. Villiam l3riggs.)-This
suggestive anti instructive book is an admirable illus-
tration af the oft-rcpeateti remark that the Sacreti
Scriptures are a mine of excbaustless vealtb to the
diligent student. Mr. Hastings bas devoteti close at-
tention ta those niinor characters wbose naines ap-
pear in Scripture narrative, but are oflen over-lookecd.
Tbe hoes of H oly WVrit arrest univers-il attention ;
but less conspicuous characters de nlot always receive
the notice they deserve. Tbc author has selecteti
marny sucb persans of wboin wcsometinies get little
more than a passing gl;mpse. He lias carefully
analyzeti their characters %nd the suggestive lessons
tbel afford. A number ofthese papers werc originally
contributet thei Ho;iiletic Mlagiizine, of which Mr.
Hastings is editor. To these in tle completéd volumne
now issueti bc bas atideti others. Readers wvill finti
the book helpful in thought, feeling andi duty.

Ttunun is sanie agitation in favour of a union lie-
'.wecn the Englisb anti WVesh Presbyterians. obstacles
ta such unio'n are founti in a diftercence af language,
the congregational element in Welsh Presbyterianisai,
duierences of opinion regarding the, necessi'.y of a
scbolastic training for ministers, a nd questions ire-
garding tbe Sustentation Funti. Eut ta .many ffie
union appears by no mens an imnpossibility.


