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die man ; he might scatter & congregation which had
ever been united and prosperous, yet he remained In
the enjoyment of his man.e and income and they had
00 means of arresting or becoming acquainted with his
disgraceful carcer unless he was gullty of some scan-
dalous conduct.” The rights of ministers were often
pleaded, bat in the best days of the Church, mioisiers
nere more taken up with the pecple s sights than thers
own. Ministers were for the peopls aad aot the peo-
ple for ministers. There should be some sach over-
sight that the fact of having to tender a penodical
account of his stewardship even to his fellow men
would have the effect of puiting a minister on his
metde and siimulating bim in 1he discharge of his
duty. If such s suck elsewhere, especially 1o what
1 teputed to be the most active Presbytenian Churcn
la Scutland, it is well for as if there is no sx.d in our
owa Chutch.  True, thers has been a good deal of
cffort put forth uunag the past yeas o this and the
adjolning Provinces, but for what? Sumply for the
saising of money and telling people their daty 10 this
respect and that, too, at the eapense of spnsul agenaies,
amountiog to $3.550. Il s no less noteworthy that
apart from money matters, how very little of the ume
selatively, is taken up by out Synods and Assembly
Ia devising and determining ways and means for the
greater efficiency of ministerial work and tha spiritual
progress of our Church in our own land in our settled
pastorates. 1f a single Moody by the blessing of God
can gather ia his ten thousands, is it not well for the
Church to look on and learn? If the {Presbyteian
polity i so near perfect, it is not well to distrust it,
bat systems Lketreesare known by their fruits, Now,
however, that the people by ministerial pressure have
very geacrously and by a special eflort uomuzzled the
ox that it may the better tread out the corn, the least
that thay can look for is thut ministers will in turn
take their counsels for duty to themselves, and by
special effort go and do likewise, Mark you, it was
only the ox that treadeth out the corn that God com.
manded to be unmuzzled, and I leave you and your
soaders to infer what was to be done with the ox that
did not tread out the corn. OBSERVER,

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION IN PUBLIC
SCHOOLS.

MR. EDITOR.—In reply to “ W R,” allowme tosay,
that if he had baen present at the General Assembly
and heard the proposal of the Hon. Edward Blake
ancnt the matter t6 which he refers, and the sodus
opsrands, he would have seen that it was as far from
the Hop. gentleman’s mind as it is from his own to
have the study of the Bible enforced by “ civil pains
and penalties ” in our public schools, at least on those
not willing to submit to such instruction.

The Hon. Mr. Blake's contextion is. that the law
as it now stands permitting religious instruction to be
given at theclose cf the school hours, viz., after four
o'clock, is to all practical purposes a dead letter. He
also showed cause why the law failed ; that the pupils,
and to some extent the parents or guardians had a
dislike to what seemed like detention. This kesping
in of the pupils after hours is now so much associated
with “ pains and penalties” as to reader this parst of
tha school law inoperative.

Bat in his proposal the Hon. Mr. Blake is desirous
to work on the old lnes and simply to have the car
which contains sclect portions of the Bible shunted
ahead a little, say to three o'clock. The canscience
clause beir] here inserted, ¢ that parents or guardians
abjecting to their children or wards being thus in-
structed in Scripture, from any grouands whatever,
such pnpils to have the privilege to fetire as though
school was closed.” I need not stay to argue the ad-
vantages of such a plan. These select portions of
Scripture will form a text-book ; this text-bock will be
placed on the time table of the school. Pupils will
secelve, prepare and recite lessons from this book as
from any other ; pupils will recelve credit for parfect
recitations in this book as in any other, The teacher
wil) act the part of a judicious parent in the super-
vision of the pupil’s study in relation to this text-book
as to that of any other text-book.

‘The conscience clause bziog inserted in the school
law, 1 have no fear of the * palns and penalties ™ at-
tached to this text-boolk being any more out of place
than any other text-book. The teacher to whom is
committed the

¢+ Dalightful task! to rear the tender thought,
And tesch the youag ides how to shoot,”

will be cesponsihle for the pupil's progress in this study

as in any other, and such responsibility implies a kind
aud beneficial authority, without which, the subject of
study, though good ia itself, would be a bore instzad of
a blessing to all who engage i1n it. 1 may advert to the
felt need of some such course being adopted in a
future article, in the meantime, I, asa lover of my
nauve laad, shall over feel indebted ¢ ne Hon, Ed-
ward Blake that he has “ lent the authority of his great
name for the sccuring of such an object.”
STUART ACHESON.
Clover Hatl, Fuly r4th, 1854,

REBuINA AND NEIGHBOURHOUVD,

va the vth of july, | moderated in a calat
Regina, which came out 1n favour of Mr. A. Urquhart,
of Kaox College, who laboured there last year. The
call was heanty and unanimous. It was sustained by
Presbytery and accepted, and arrangements are made
for M1, Lrquhanis induction. Regina 1s situated
about qou mues west of Winnipeg, on the line of the
C.P. R. It 1s the capital of the new Province of
Asnniboia, the seat of government of the Narth-West

j acd the bead-quaners of the mounted police, The

Governor being Chiet 1ndian Commissioner, the bus-
tness of that department is transacted here. The
town is not large, but it is growing, and as soon asthe
surrounding country is brought under cultivation,
Regina must become an important centre, Our con-
gregation there is in a healthy state. They worship
at presentin Mr, Nicoll's hall, but steps L.ve been
taken for the erection of a church, The Church and
Manse Building Board have been asked to give as.
sistance. Suitable lots have been secured from the
North-West Land Company free of cost.

The next day Mr. Urqubart dsove me north-west of
Regina, about twenty-four miles, to Caresdale. The
road lay along the Wascana Greek (Pile of Bones.)
At Regina the banks are low, butas the Qu'Appelle
is approached the banks become high and sharp. The
Valley of the Creek is wide, and the stream flows in
serpentine folds through a growth of maple and elm,
Aloog the banks the trees were loaded with June
berries. Settlers were gathering them in all directions,
and at the rate of twenty-five to thirty quarts in a fore-
noon.

I wis agresably disapointed with the countsy. The
land is rolling prairie of great fertility and eaxily cul.
tivated. .The soll is a brown argillaceousme. ‘4. The
land ts all taken up and a good deal of it is broken.
This year the rainfall was not sufficient for a good
yield, and yet the appearance of the crops was very fair.
Y.et the land be brought under cultivation, farm build-
ings be erccted and groves planted, and I know of no
district to surpass that between Regina and the Qu-
Appelle.

At Caresdale thereis a good settlement, and the peo-
ple are largely Presbyterians. The congregation that
assembled at the little “ Shach ' used for a place of
worship, astonished me. At the closs of the service
organization was eflected—fourteen communicants
haviog been enrolled. Thess people, last sumwmer
and autumn had been mesting thenselves, since no
minister could be sent to them. The Rev. W. Mar-
tin, of,Exeter(four of whose brothers are settled here),
visited the settlements and preached last summer,
Mr. Uzquhart,whohasproved himself atruemissionary,
has been driving out here every alternate Sabbath to
give them supply thls summer. He occasionally
preaches also at Long Lake, some distance north-
cast of Carsedals, and another point between Long
Lake and Regina.

But no one man can undertake the work to be done,
North of the railway to the Qu'Appelle, the land is
taken up. Between Regina and Moose Jaw in a dis.
tanceof forty-fivemiles, we have no missionary. Werea
young vigourous man settled at Peuse (midway be-
tween Regina and Moose Jaw), and operating north

and north-cast, there would soon spring upalarge con-
gregation, Thers must be at least fifizen townships,
more or less, sparsely settled without a minister,
There is 2 splendid field for some energetic man whe
wants to lay his own foundation and rear his own
buildlng. He will be sustained by seeing growth, and
the 1efiection of having helped to plant the standard
on virgin soit. Willsome of our young men volunteer
to take a position between Mr. Urquhart and Mr. S.
J. Taylor, our efficient missionaries at Mooe Jaw ?

Winnipeg, Fuly 17¢h, 1884.  JAMES ROBERTSON,

OBITUARY.

The death of the Rev. Mr. Fraser, which took plave
recently at the residence of his son in-law, Mt. Joha
Caldwell, Montreal, remnoves oue whe will be much
missed by a very large circle of friends, to whom his
anselfishness, genlality and eader heanedaess warmiy
endeared him. Mt Frase:r may be said 10 have been
the father of the Prasbyterian Chutch in Canada. He
was ordained In 181y in connection with the Rellet
Church of Scotland. and was for some time minister
in Dalkeith. In 18:; he came to Canada, and be.
came pastos of the Presbytenan congregation 1 con-
aection with the Chunh of Scoiland, 1n the town o1
Niagara, then relatively a much more importast place
than it Is now. Ho remaised there a shont time, aod
then connected himself with the Dutch Reformed
Church Inthe Uaited States, returaing to Canasa, and
becoming pasto: of t.¢ Scotch Church in Lanark
14443 In 1861 he retired on his commutation al-
l¢ rance ftom the auive dulies of the miniswy, and
took up his residen_¢ 1n Montreal. His intellect re-
maioed anclouded to the last, and he took a deep in-
terest in eccleslastical masters.  1n 1867 he publishea
a volume of sermons aflfectionately commended to
“hamble miuded Chaustians in plain congregations,’
which proved very acceptable to a constderablesection
of the public, He was a mewber of St. Faul's Pres.
byterian Church, Montreal, but took a keen interest
in the spread of cvangelical truth in and around
the city. It may not be amiss to remark that at ths
time Mr. Fraser settled as minister at Nisgara there
was no Synod or General Assembly in connection
with the Presbyterian body in Canada, the first Synod
having been constituted in St. Andrew's Church,
Kingston, in 1831, at which eleven ministers and two
elders attended.

He passed quietly away, belng mercifully spared
any scflering. He was an hum.vie, consistent follower
of the Saviour, and his family hes that fact to consols
them for their loss. He leares several sons and one
daughter, Mrs, John Caldwell, with whom he resided
previous to his death. One of his sons, Mr, Joshua
R. Fraser, is known to some extent as the author of
“ Forest and River Life in Cenada,” ¢ Three Months
among the Moose,” and other sketches. Another son
is in the ministry in the ,Western States. He was
busied in Mount Royal Cemetery.

THE Rev. P. Milne, 2 Canada Presbyterlan mls.
sionary in the New Hebrides, gives a wonderful sum.
mary of progess in ten years in those islands. Ten
years ago, Aneityum was the only Christian island in
the group, and there were printed in the language of
that island the New Testament and several small
portions of the Old Testament ; now the whale
Bible is printed, and the natives bave contributed
$8 500 toward It in arrowroot. Ten years age, Aniwa
and Futuna were all but beathen islands, with nothing
printed in the language ; now Auiwa is a Christian
island, the whole population uttend church and school,
and a good many of them are church members. On
Futuna, about half of the population there regard
themsel.¢s 2s worshipping people, and thoy bave ta.
substance of the four Gospels in their own language.
Ten years ago it was not safe for missionaries in
Tanna. Nowthe Gospelispreached freely tothousands,
and the New Testament has been translated into ths
language of the people Ten years ago thera was
HNttle of Christianity in Erromanga, There were not
above eight or ten church-memberu. Two years ago
there were fifty church-members, twenty five of whom
were teacuers. A good many more have bees haptized
since then, The majority of the people aze now
favourable to Christianity, The New Testamentis
nearly all translated. Ten years ago theie were but
two Christian villages on Efaté. There ars now five
or six others partially Christian., Genesis, Mark,
Luke, and the Acts are printed. Ten years ago
Nguna, a small heathen island, abeut five miles north
from Efaté, was occupied by a missianary for the first
time. Last year, thirty-{four adults and seven children
were baptized, and there ure now forty church-mem-
bers in full communion, and eight baptized children.
Two of the baptized are chiefs, ona of whom is the
highest chief on the 1sland. He had ten wives, but
before his baptism he put them all away except one.
Only about a third of the group has beea reached
thus far ; but all the heathen islands are asking for
misslonaries. A bundred thousand people still remain

in heathenism,




