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is a poor villege and the highest nextto Prall in all
the Vaudols territory. Leger, the Vaudois historlan,
was pastor of these two hamlets in 1629. Avalanches
of snow arc common here in the wiater and spring.
Vegetation, of course, is late and confined to the
hardlest plants and vegetables. Onthe 15th January,
1845, pastor Bufla, wife, son and, servant were burled
in the rulns of their mansoe here, which was over-
whelmed by an avalanche. A new manse has been
erccted in 2 more secure spot and {t {s hoped that it
may remaln long Intact.

PRALL

where Signor D. Gay, senior, is pastor, is the lcast
attractive of the Vaudols parishes. The mountains
are barren and less plcturesque than elsewhere.
Traces of the effects of mountaln torrents and of
avalanches are cverywhers visible. Nothing can
exceed the wildness of the region which remains in a
state of savage magnificence—being often covered for
eight months of the year in snow, Still the air is said
to ba salubrisus, The people here still wear some-
tking of the antique appearance of their ancestors.
Their dress is composed of blue frieze, in the making
of which the tailor dees not study the latest fashions.
The trousers are always short, as are the petticoats
of the women, displaying in both cases the white
knitted stockings. Their I!imbs are muscular, how-
ever, and their faces furrowed by toil. They remind
one of the heroes of 1488 who did such prodigies of
valour agalnst Albert de Capitancis and his 18,000
men. T. H.
Paris, 3an., 1881.

THE RISE QF THE PAPACY, PUPERY THE
GREAT APOSTACY.

MR, EpIToR,—Several of the most libaral-minded
and enlightened men of the age—such as the Hon,
W. E. Gladstone—hold that the Papacy should be
held up befoere men as the enemy of human liberty
and progress, and of the best interests of mankind,
But many able writers believe that if we would ac-
complish anything effectual we must boldly declare
Popery to be ‘ the Man of Sin,” the Great Apostacy,
as did the Reformers, This is the only effectual way
to meat and resist the encroachments of Rome upon
the rights and libertics of mankind. Al eflorts to
soften down the most offensive features and restrain
{ts most exorbitant demands, while we admit the
system to be Christianity, is like an attempt to chain
the wind and bind the whirlwind to do our bidding.
Her whole system must stand or fall together for she
has enstamped the whole with the claim of srn/alis-
dility. She thus bears on her brow the mark of anti-
Christ for God alone is infallible, and we must declare
her such, and call onthe Lord’s people within her pale
to come out of her lest they be partakers of her plagues.
Any other course is like lopping off certain branches
of the Upas tree while the trunkland rcots remain un-
touched, spreading spiritual death and desolation 2ll
around. The attention of Christendom was lately
called to the great work accomplished by Luther and
the Protestant Reformation in the sixtesnth century.
Many young people in Protestant lands know little or
nothing of the character of the Papacy orthe necessity
for she Reformation, and not knowing the unchanged
and unchangeable character of the Papacy are easily
deceived by the siren volce of Rome when in Protest-
ant lands she pretends to be the friend of liberty, and
thus her insidious encroachments on the rights of the
people and her claims for State ald to her manifold
institutions are not met and opposed as promptly as
they ought to be. In order that the public may be
aware of the dangerous character of the system with
which they have to deal, I propose to describe the
rise of the Papacy in political intrigue; Popery the
great antt Christian apostacy ; the leading character-
istics of Romanism ; its idolatry, saint and image wor-
ship ; its usurping authosity over the Clvil Power nnd
taking its place ; its persecuting spirlt ; how long is
the powar of the Papacy to continue?

There arose early in the Christian Church a grow-
ing disposition to assume power on the one hand,
and on the othex to give undue honours to men be-
cause of their position in soclety and ir the Church
of God: Against this tendency our Lord wamed his
diseiples ; and we find by the writings of the apostles,
thz.t this dxspositxon which is natoral to man began to

show ftself even in their day. Thus John speaks of

Dlotrophes “ who loved to have the pre-eminence.”
‘The pastors of the church were early asked to act as
umpires between disputants, or as judges of the affairs
of the people. And while the Church was devold of
worldly patronage and power, this practice was often
beneficlal in its influence, and much unseemly and
expunsive litigation was thus prevented, The pastors
then wore generally upright, earnest men, wito sought
the good of the people and the advancement of truth
and justice.

But when the Roman emperors came to show
favour to the Christian Church and to takefpart in its
affairs they enlarged the sphere of the pastor's labours
in this department. Many civil as well as ecclesiasti-
cal cases were referred tothe judgment of the bishops ;
so that men of a truly apostolic spirit like Augus-
tine, complained that their time was occupied chiefly
in secular matters, and thelr attention diverted from
the proper dutles of the pastoral office. But in these
circumstances the natural love of power gradually pre.
vailed over the minds of most of those who held high
office in the Church. Power has charms for the great
majority of minds. Thus that which was at first con-
ceded as a privilege, S:cause of the confidence of the
people in the honesty and disinterestedness of the
ministers of Christ, was at length claimed as a right
by those who held ib¢ wstoral office in the Christian
Church. They ha” _ogether forgotten the spirit of
Christ when He sand, * Man, who made me a judge or
a divider over you?” Those in places of power
clzimad the right to think, judge vad act for the
people in spiritual matters, and often smployed, at
least indirectly, bribery and intimidation to secure
their object. In proportion as these claims were
granted all power passed out of the hands of the people
into the hands of their spiritual rulers, Hence that
subordination which God ordaired to be founded in
respect and love to those holding officein the Church
for their work sake, and which, when it flows forth
naturally as honour due to excellence and usefulness,
is simply an acknowledgement of the wisdom of God
in His arrangements, and a token of submission to
His authority--and thus provesa blessing to the human
family-—that subordination perverted becomes a
source of degradation, intellectual and social, and at
the same time a source of undue exaltation to the
rulers in the Church, The education of the people
was no longer earnestly fostered ; they were no longer
taught to read and think for themselves ; to compare,
like the Bereans in the days of Paul, the teaching of
their spiritual guldes with the Word of God. They
were on the contrary encouraged to leave the whole
matter of teaching the Scriptures and ascertaining
what God had revealed to men, to their pastors and
teachers. Yea, gradually they were led to leave the
whole matter of intercouse with heaven to the man.
agement of the priesthood. Thus light and liberty
passed away from the people. Those that sought to
enlighten them as to their rights and cutles, or that
defended their rights—as several of the presbyters
did— were persecuted and forced into exile or ban.
{shment. Those who loved power and honmour and
wealth more than the favour of God or the good of
the people, at length secured the entire control of the
public machinery of the Christian Church. By this
and other means the Church was perverted fiom its
original design, which was to teach men the way of
salvation through faith in Christ : to administer the
ordinances of God in their purity, and to secure to
human society the blessings of LIGHT, LIBRRTY,
PEACE, and PROSPERITV.*

(=) All this,however and much more, was foretoldby
the Divine Author of Christianity, who by the apostles
forewarned the Christians that a great falling sway
or apostacy would take place in the Christian Church.
In = Thess. il 3, 4, the apostle Paul speaks thus of
the coming of Christ and the events which should pre-
cede it : ** Let no man deceive you by any means, for
that duy shall not come except there come a falling
away first; and the man of sia be revealed, the son of
perdition who opposeth and exalteth him:elf above
all that is called God, or that is worshipped sothat he
as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself
that he {s God.” The space allotted mé will not per-
mit me ¢o do justice to this and other similar pas-
sages relating to the great apostacy. I can only
glanco at some of the conclusions of the soundest ex.
positors of the Word of God. This falling away is

*Sec ‘Lectures on Ecclesiastical Histo: Dr, Camp-
bell, Professor of Church History in A rgc n College,
Scotland ; Mosheim, Killin Ancient Cly

clsewhese called by Paul “a falling, away {rom the
faith ¥ (1. Tim, iv. 1), that is, from tbc pure Christlan
faith “or the truth as it is in Jesus”

In the original It is ¢ the apostacy,” with the defin-
Ite article to give it emphasis. It is then properly
“the apostacy,” the greatest and most Injurious to
mankind that has ever occurred in the history of our
world. At verse viil. ““the man of sin ” is also called
¥ thas wicked,” ** the lawless onc ; ** the power that sets
aside and nullifies the lawof Gad,and sanctions immor-
ality and sin among men. This accords with what
Daniel says of “ the Little Horn " (vil. 25), % He shall
wear cut the saints of the Most High, and think to
changetimesandlaws.” Indeed the term “ ran of sin,"
scems to be founded on the description of the ¢ Little
Horn” (Dan, vil. 24)," He shall exceed in wickedness
all that wept before him,” (Sept.) ; either by promoting
wickedness in general, or idolatry in particular,as
Scripture often refers to this as the sin which especial.
ly led the people away from the right worship of God,
(Bishop Newton on Prophecies p. 3g0.) In proof that
this description and these titles belong to the Papacy,
we nead only refer to its system of indulgences (com.
menced in the thirteenth century to iIncrease its
power over the people), to its tariff of sin, by which
many iniquitles are virtuallysanctioned by Rome, Ay
a specimep, for a man that killeth father or mother,
wife or sister, 105.6d. ; for a priest that keeps a con-
cubine, 108, 6d.; to eat flesh in times prohibited,
£145.9d,, because this latter Infringed a rule of the
Church, though not the law of God. Thus Popery
sets aside the divine law, That these titles belong to
the Papacy appears also from its encouragement of
idolatry in the worship of saints, images, and relics.
Thus in the office of the Mass, the priest says that he
makes the oblation “in honour of the blessed Mary
ever virgin, the blessed John the Baptist, the holy
apostles Peter and Paul, and all the saints,” What
is this but the grossest idolatry? Did our Lord suf.
fer and die in honour of sinful mortals, instead of for
His own glory and that of the Father. The followers
of Rome are thus taught to worship the Virgin Mary
and other saints. They pray to them for deliverance
from evil, and relief from all troubles of life in op-
position to the plain declaration of Scripture, “ There
is one Mediator between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus.” (1. Timothy, 11, 5) Against this Paul
warps the Christians in 1. Timothy iv.,, whers
he descnbes the followers of this apostacy as ¥ giving
heed to scducing spirits and doctrines of demons,”
(damoniowsn). The term demon denotes the deified
men worshipped by the heathen and by the Israelites
when they became idolaters, (1 Cor. x. 20, Ps, cvi. 35,
35) The heathen said that {n honouring these they
honoured the supreme God, and these inferior deities
interceded for them with Jupiter the Great God.
(Lucian.) In order the more readily to convert the
nations, and iecure the pecple under her control,
Rome introduced into the Christian Church many of
the principles and practices of heathenism. In this
case she substituted the names of saints, cr so-called
saints, for the varlous subordinate deities of the pagan
world. In like manner the heathen worshipped the
images of their deities, though they said that they
worshipped not the images but the dsities that they
represented.  Celsus and other defenders of heathen-
ism, were met by the same arguments that Protestants
employ against similar honour paid to images by the
followers of Rome,—they shcwed that whatever dis.
tinction the more intelligent might make the practice
resuited in the actual worship of images by the great
body of the people. Romanists have excluded the
second commandment from most of their catechisms,
(dividing the tenth into two), thus virtually ac-
knowledging themselves guilty of a breach of that
commandment in the practice of their Church, The
cread of Pope Pius IV, the guide of the Church of
Rome to the present day, requires that images be re.
tained, and that due honour and veneration be given
them. Yea more, the Roman catechism—another of
the standards of Rome—declares that images are to
be in the churches, not merely for instruction, bat
that they may be worshigped. (Stillingflest’s  Doc.
trines and Practices of the Church of Rome.”) Inthe
Litany of Loretto, the titles of God are given to the
Virgin Mary, such as “ Morning Star,” “Refuge of
Sinners,” etc.  The prayers that in Holy Scripture
are addressed to God are (London 1812) inthis Litany
addressed to 2 woman! And in the Psalter of St,
Bonaventux.., the Psalms are all applied to tle Virgin,
her name being inserted instead of the Divinenams !



