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ANOTHER YEAR.
BY M A NICHOLL.

Anothet year has wellasgh passed,
With al! its smiles and tears ;
Its joys aud sorrows that are cast.
In Time's great stream, whose waters vast,
Rollto the ocean of the pant
Bearing out hopes an 15,
Where "oeath its waves they wiogle fast
With all our vanished years.

Anothes year | A span of ume,
That tells of life work done,
A book, some pages dark with crime,
Some grand, and holy and sublime,
A truinpet, telling every clime
O1 battles Jost and won ,
A keell of woe, 8 joy bells chime,
Hope dead, and bliss begun!

Another Z&: 1 In Spring ssweet hoars,
What blissfal dreams we knew
What hopes that came with apesin
What visions nurst in leaf-wresth
\When fancy lent hee magic powers,
To trace, 1n brlhiant hoe
Castles of air, and dieam.tuilt towers
‘Top s00D to welt from view

fowars
bowers,

Another year! And 1 can trace

- Footpnnts o'ct summer’s @ay,

Where once T met a cherished face,

Rut now 1 &nd a vacant place,

And miss that well-Joved form of grace,
Now passed from earth away.

This gest the goal of his long race,
The close of his bright day

Autumn is dzad, the yesr is old,

The dull December days are chill,
‘The northern blast blotws keen and cold
OV¢r bare woods, dreary to behold,
And sobs o'er praitie, glen, and wold ;

O'er valley and o'er htll,

And 10 its moan ae seqatems (old

Fort true hearts dead and still

So must it be ; each passing year
Still bears some joy awzy.

Some darling treasure held so deas,

In ‘rembling bliss, in hope and fear.

Which we would fancy safe and near
Depaits, and seems to ssy,

** \Weownano asung city here —

« Earth'slife isbat a day !

But Christmas coming round sgain
Hath brought his wonted cheer ;

And pleasure,  bis jowal traln,

With rosy mirth, held glzeful teign,

And half * pelled the thoughts of pain
That baunt the dying year,

And many a heart that cup did deain
Of ** peace and goodwill here.”

BMocgorun, N.W.T. :

“ APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION"
RY REV. ROBERT F. BURNS, D.D., HALIFAX,

The Rev. Dr. Barns gave the first of bis course of
winter lectares in Fort Massey Church on a recent
evening, on Apostolic Successior  witb an answer to
“C's.” letter on ¥ Confession and Absolution” The

audience was 3 large one, and the uttersnces of the

speaker were attentively listened to.

Daring my ministerial life T have declined notirlog
letters that have not tke name of the writer When
your coatention is on the poblic arena with “opsp
face,” you are placed at a manifest disadvantage wheo
your opponent skulks into an ambusb, or fights behind
a mask. It is beneath digrity to notice every anony-.
mous saiibble., and, amid the pressuro of otherduties,
adty minister has not the time, even if be had the
taste, for bosh and guemilla warfare.  But there are
exceptions toevery rule, ‘The long letter which has
appeared simultaneously, during the past week in two
of our local jourpals, over the sigoature “ C.? bears.
such marks of responsibility and vespectability as to
deserve and demand notice.  We like its calm and
courteons tone, whila_ differiog entirely from its -con-

— -Jusions, We desiderate more of that style of writing

on both sides in the present controversy and if we can
only avoid that “ wrath of man which worketh not the
righteousness of God,” it will accomplish much good-
Why should we' not all endeavour to cultivate the
charity,thatl” suffereth’long and is kind "—that isnot”
© ezsilylprovoked. and thinketh po'evi’,” and so earo
the {ckarzcter [indlcated by the illustrions Dr Chal-
mers,in alotter,upon a cognate theme, to a near and
dexr relation of my own 2° ¢ I zest assured that your

whole performance is characterized by that spirit of

the Gospel, which, if infused (and why shonld it not?)
isito our every differetice, would disarm controversy
of its sting, and reduce it to & calm and profitablecon-
test of the understandiog.”

It is noticeable at the outset in tho communica.
tion of # C,” that it1leaves the open field of the Word,
and plunges into the braky thicket ofthe fathers. 1Ire.
spectfully decline being drawn tnto suchawilderness. 1
wnfinitely preferthe Grandfaskersandthe Great Grand.
fashers, 1 entrenchmysclwithin thestrongbold of the
Bible from which dislodgment on this question is im-
possible. Even ths Douay version (A.D. 1609),
which “C.* must accept, gives mo this counsel;—
“ Should not the people seek oftheir God, for the
living to the dead? Zo the law rather and fo the
testimony. And if they speak not according to ths
Word they shall not havs the sorning light,” (lsalas
vilt, 19 20) Better far, arcording to this, 10 have the
“morning light* of the “true word"—*the light
shining in adark plscs,” than tho “gloamin’,” or
“¢ho dim religlous light" of the fathers. Hence, in
my discourss of an hour, filling forty-three pages of
foolscap, 1 devoted scarcely two minutes of time and

- barely halt a page of space to the fathers, and fora

very plain reason.  They, though some of them noble
men, are liable to err, and did e1r, on many polnts,
speaking “ the words which man's wisdem teacheth.”
While the Scripture wnters spake “what the Holy
Ghaost teacheth:? “ spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost,” Unlike the wnitings of thefathers, even
a child can understand these, as the Roman Catholic
version of the New Testament (A D. 1483) says of
Timotby (2 Tim, s 135, 16); * Because from tby
infancy thou kast known the Holy Scriptures which
can instruct thee to salvauon by the faith which is In
Christ Jesus, All Scnpture ipspired of God,” etc.
It is singular that; when you pass from this “All
Scripture,” even {0 thoss fathers that bordered on the
apostolic age, and were brought up at the feet of the
apostles, you at once perceive the difference i splrit
and style between the tnspired and umaspired, In
the wrtings of the apostolic fathers there is much
useful reading. They bad the best opportunities of
koowing the mind of Lhnst and the apostles, thres of
them haviog been (t ts said), pupils of Paul, viz,
Barpabas, Clemens Romanus and Hermas, and three
of them d.cciples of Joho, v 2., Ignatiur, Polycarp and
Papiss. Ominously enougb, “ C ’ makes not a solitary
quotation from one of them. Fora manifest reason ;
they do not favour his view of confession. They
are against it. Take Clemens Romanous, for ex-
ample, whom irerxus (quoted by “C") puts
third from Peter of Rome (Haer ili. 3, 3) who acted

"as chicf presbyter of the Roman congregation,

and whom Jerome (de Vir I1]) identifies with the
“ Clement also,” mentiosed by Paul in Phil iv. 3.
Clement’s First Epistle to the Corinthians is. pro-
noucced by- competent judges one of the most im-
portant documents of Chrisuian aatiquity extant. It
was preserved with singular care in the Alexandriaa
Manuscupt of the New Testament, knowa as Codex
A., and donated in A.D. 1625 to Chanes L. by Cyiil,

1 Patriarch ¢f Copstanunopic, and 1s now deposied ip

the British Museuw. This disaple of Paul says,
Blessed are we, beloved, if we keep the Command-
tments of Lied in the harmony of love, that so through
love our sinss may e Jorguver: us, for it 13 writlen,
“ Blessed are they whoso transgiessions ...¢ forgiven
and whose sins are covered, Blessed is the man
whose sirs the Lord witl not smpute to kim.® This
blessedness cometh upon those whohave beenchosen

by God through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom be .
Let us therefore 1m-
plore forgiveness -for ell these transgressions, which.

glory for ever and ever, amen.

through any suggestion of the adverszry, we have
committed. Ekorit 1s better-that a man should aick-
nowledge his transgressions than that hs sheald

_hardéa his keart. The Lord desireth nothing of any-

one except that confession bs wade to Him, for says

-the elect David s “ 4. w1ll conjess ustoshe Lord,” and
87 kou forpivest the snsquity of my sin ' quoting-two-

passages of Scapture 1a proof.  Clement, whose writ-
ings were, in many places, read tor edification at Di-
vine service in the ancient Church, says not 2
word of any confessing, save unto God, the only Sip-
Pardoner.

Ex tino. diste omnes (from one léarn 1), Howfull-

these 2postolic tarhers are ol Scripture, in the appeal-
ing to which, as the sole and supreme staudacd, the
later ones sadly lacked ! Itis to thesglast *C“1s 50
partisl, and so probfic in quotatons, The passages

quoted from Irenstus, Augustine, and partly from

Chuysostom, refer to a kind of onfessing of which we

cordially approve., Tbko more of this public confessing

of sin—of the closet confesslng to the “ Father In
secret,” and of burdened souls repairing to thelr pastors
for advics and consolation—the better, Much of the
confessing referred to by "C ™ and others ln thelr
quotations from the fatbers is oftbis whelesome kind,
as diflerent as can be from what Is known as auricu-

lar confesslon, What it is otherwise, as in portions
of cho writings of the others quoted, Origen, Tertullian,
Gregory of Nysss, Cyprian and Basil, wo have the
germsaswe havoalwayssalfd, ofthat very system which
“C" defends. Awgustine 33 with us, of whom oneof
the gieatest of modern Eoglish theologlans (Mcaley)
says: ' One such writer is himself a whols sge, and
more than anags of authorship: 8 completeschool, and
more than a school of Divinity." What does Augus.
tine say? (b, AD. 353.d. 430) He indignantly
asks: “What have 1 to do with mea that they should
hear my confession, jas though they could beal my
disease.” The paucity of passages in Augustine
against confession and kindred dogmas may bs ex-
plainod by the fact noted in tha prelace to the Veaice
Editlon . *'We have taken cure that all thossthings
which could affect the minds of the faithiut with here.
tical pravity, or would caussthem to deviata from the
Catholic Orthodex Falth, be taken away.” (Civavs
mus removery illa omnia gua: fideliums mentes Gie

sca Pravitale possent snficers, aut a Cotholica ortho-
doxa fide deviare. Passages from Chrysostom (b, 347
d. 407 A D.) have also been taken out, becaues bear-
iog against tbeir favourite principles and practices.
In the editlon of his work printed at Baile, the In.
quisitors of tho Expurgatery Index have made quite
a pumber of erasures, For example, from his first
Homil; on Jean, they have blotted out these words .
¢ The church s not built on the man, but the faith.”
From his termon on Pentecost they have deleted .
“There is no merit but“what is given'us by Chsist.”
Many erasures made from different Fathers,
Jehoiskim’s pen-knife has been cften used in after
times, too.

1 am fully aware that Chrysastom extels the hier
archy, and that the passage quoted by “C*® seemsto
lean to absolution, but it does not countenance con-
fession as it is now contended for, nor is it inconsis
teat with language aused by him clsewhere, as when
he says . “ Review and lay opes your consciencs be-
fore God. Show your wounds to the Lord, the best of
physicians, and seck medicine from Him. Showto Him
who upbraideth not, but cures most kindly."”

I canpot, thersfore, admit the statement of “ C."
which is in questionable taste: “ Dr, Burcs was most
unfertunate in agsertiog that St. Augustine and St.
John Chrysostom were with him. Surely ke never
read them” And again, at the beginniogof the letter:
It is a mattes of surprisethat menlayiog pretensions
to scholarship, should adduce St. Augustine and St.
Chrysostom as witnesses against confescion, Honesty
13 on6 of the first ru quisities in a teacher; knowledge
oncof his first equipments.” Our pozition was based

_upon and buitressed by Scripture. Hence nizety nine

out of the hundred pants of our discourss were
scriptural, and the remaining fraction, patristic.’ The
Bible iz a solid rock. The fathers are shifiing sand,
We mould balike the wise man, ¢ Hethatheareth these
words and doeth them,” etc, (Rbeimish vers. of Mat.
vt 24.) Why shonld ¥ C " seek the living among the
dead, apB not take the advice of his ows Bible &iready
quoted ; For the living to'the desd. To tho law
rather and to the testimony.” . 4
Considering the many infallible prosfs given by me
from Joshaa, Hezekiah, Ezva, D2éid and Danlel, in

"the Old Testament, anid from Péiét, Pail, fobs, and

bestof all, from Jesds, in the New Testdment, in
favou: of cur Protestant position, which “C* has
never touched or comé within sight of : not to speak
of the apambiguons iestimony of the most reliabls of
thosé fathers who lived in the véry days of tha apos-

-tles, - may, ¢epeat his éxullant quisifon : “ Candid

reader, who has ansiguify on bis side 2" ,
As 50 gmall a pouon of “C's” communlication is
devoted to the Scripture argument, it btcomes us a-

tentively o consider the passages that ait qudfed. 1.

s first is St. fohs, ax, 21, cf 67+ “As thd Father
bath sent me, I also send you, When he Bad -sald
this, He breathed on them and He said to them, re

ceiva ye the Holy Ghost, Whese sins you shall for-
give, they are forgiven them, and whose sins you shall
retain, they aro retained.” This, ¥ C® says, “gsve
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