TENXPEST AND SUNSHIJE;

OR, LIFER IN KENTUCKY.

BY MRS. MARY J. HOLMLS,

Continued from our last.

CHAPTER XVII

Let uz now transport our readers to the elegant
residence of Judge Fulton, which was situated
upon Fifth Avenue. Stanton, with his fair bride,
had returned from visiting his parents near Geneva,
a ' now in the large parlors of Judge Fulton, they
were receiving the congratulations of their friends.
whose number each moment increased, until the
rooms were filled to overflowing. Frank and his
party had not yet arrived. e designed to be
ate, for he well knew his mother and &'stor would
not be early, and he wished to give them the full
benefit of Fanny’s introduction into the drawing-
room.

But a part of his scheme was frustrated, for his
mother, who was suffering with a violent head-
ache, was obliged to remain above stairs for a time,
and  Gertrude alone witnessed heor brother’s
triv nph. She was standing near Mr. and Mrs.
Stanton, carelessly twirling a costly bouguet, which
vne of her obsequious beaux had given her, when
she overheard Nellie saying to her husband, «1
do hope she will come, for I am all impatiencs to
see one whom you have praised till I am half
jealous.”

Gertrude wondered much whom Mrs. Stanton
could mean, but her wonder soon ceased, for thore
was a stir at the door. The crowd around it fell
back as Frank Cameron walked proudly into the
room, bearing upon his arm Fanny Middleton.
Her fame had preceded her, for many of those pre-
sent had learned that o Kentucky belle and heiress
was stopping at the Astor, and would be present
at the party. As she advanced into the room,
Gertrude feitr, rather than heard the murmur of
admiration which ran round the room, and her
quick ear canght the words, ‘¢ Yeg, that'a she;
that’s the heiress; that's Miss Middleton from
Frankfort.”

Gladly would Gertrude have escaped her bro-
ther's ¢ye, which instar Jy sought her out; but
she felt unable to move, and stood watching the
animated face and graceful manners of Fanny,
w ho, in being presented to Mrs. Fulton and Stanton
passed near her. Every article of Fanny’'s dress
was noted, and an estimate mado as to its probable
coxt. +She must be wealthy,” t-hought she, ¢ or
~he could not dress so expensively.” Suddenly
one of Gertrude’s acquaintances touched her elbow
and said, « Come, Miss Cameron, do gratify our
curiosity and tell us about this Kentuchy belle.
Of course you know her, as she is attended by
vour brother.”

Deeply mortified, GGertrude was obliged to con-
fess that she had no aequaintance with her. «“That's
strange.” said the lady. < We all supposed she
~topped at your father's with your cousin.”

A new ides entred Gertrude’'s mind, and in-
~stead of replying to this last ~~mark. she said, <1
shall know her well, though, for Frank has pro-
posed to her.”

THE LITERARY ECHO.

~d

I~3

1 Did ahe accept him 77 asked the lady. cagerdy.

*Of course,” wan Gertrude’s haughty answer.
* Do you think he wouid offer himsell” anless sure
“of success 77

Ten minutes more, and dozens of persous were
gossiping about the engagement bet veen Frank
"Cameron and the beautitul Kenwackian.  Scoresof
Tquestions were powed inupon Gertrude relative to
sher future sister-in-law, but none ot them could
!Hhc answer,  Vexed at her own agnorance, she
iran up stairs to her mother, whom she told to
L come down immediately and ~ee what tools they
had made of them-elves”

“Why, what i3 the matter. ehill? " sad Me
Cumeron, alarmed at Gertrude x exited logks and
manners.

“All the city are ready to falldown and worship
this Fanny Middleton, whom we have treated with
such negleet,” said Gertrude . and theu she added
what was of more von-equence than all the rest,
“ W hy, mother, she is the most elegantly dressed
lady in the room!"”

Iyn amoment ure. Cameron war descending the
broad staircu-e. There was the sound of the piano
and some one <inging. Gertrude presged torwurd
until she caught sight of the singer, then pulling
her mother’s siceve, she whispered, * This way,
mother; that is Miss Middleton playing.”

Mrs. Cameron's first emotion on  beholding
Faniiy and the flattering attentions she every
where received, was vne of intense mortitication,
to thibk she had not been first to notice and chap
erone her. “ I will, however, make all possibic
amends now,” thought she, and finding Frank,
she desired for herself and Gertrude an introduc-
tion to Miss Miduleton; but Frank did not feer
disposed to grant his mother’s request immediate-
13, and he said. * Pardon me, mother. but you see
Miss Middleton is very much engaged at present
with seme of her friends, so you must wait
awhile.”

Mrs. Cameron was too proud to ask any one
olse to introduce her, and it seemed that she and
Gertrude were not likely to make Fanny's ac-
quaintence at all. Towards the close of the party,
however, Frank thought proper to introduce them.
Mrs. Cameron determined to do her best, and she
overwhelmed Fanny with so much flattery, that
the poor girl longed for some way of oscape,
thinking to herself, “Is it possible that Frank
Cameron’s mother is such a silly woman ?”° Once
Mrs. Cameron went 80 far as to hint the proba-
bility that Miss Middleton would one day be her
daughter !

“What can she possibly mean?” thought
Fanny ; at the same time gracefully excusing her-
self, she rap up stairs after her hat and shawl, as
Kate had signified her intention of returning
home. But Mrs. Cameron was not to be thus
foiled. Sbe started in pursuit, and resching the
bonnet-room as soon as Fanny, insisted that she
and Kste should stop with ber during the re-
mainder of her stay in the c¢ity. As Frank soon
appesred and joined his cmtreaties with those of
his mother, Fanny said she woald do just as Mrs.
Miller thought proper. Kate, who had oxpected
a similar denoucment, expressed her perfect will-
ingness to visit at her uncle’s.

Accordingly the next morning thev left their
rooms &t ée Astor House gpd 1qjuici - 2rs,




